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NATIONALISM AND CULTURE 
Rudolf Rocker (St. Paul: Michael E. 
Coughlin, Publisher, 1978). 
Hardback £10.00, paperback £6.00. 

A Fitting Tribute 

This review/essay celebrates a truly 
major event—the reprinting, aftera long 

absence, of Rudolf Rocker’s Nationalism 
and Culture. If the writing of this book 
had been the only accomplishment of an 

entire lifetime, that alone would have 

earned Rocker immortality—this reprint- 
ing is a fitting tribute. Without the slight- 

est bit of hesitation, this reviewer con- 
siders it not only one of the best books he 
has ever read, but one of the best books 
ever written—thought-provoking, in- 
sightful, a remarkable synthesis of know- 
ledge from a vast range of disciplines. 
Nationalism and Culture is all of this and 
more. Reading it is an exciting exper- 
tence. In my two readings of the book I 
found myself—both times—going over 
the same chapter, the same Page, the 
Same paragraph, several times. Not be- 
cause of poor writing or Poor translation, 
but only in the hope of digesting it all, 
It caused me to reassess much of what I 
had read (and thought) before, and has 
given me new perspectives in judging 
what I read (and think) now. 

The book is concerned with much more 
than what its title Suggests. Rockeris not 
“simply” interested in the sole question 
of nationalist ideas and cultural deyelop- 
ment. He is interested in tracing and des- 
cribing the growth of totalitarianism— 
what it is and how it came to be, with how the Age of Revolution came to be the Age of Reaction, with how (on a more super- 
ficial level) the slogans of freedom 
became the rallying-cries of despots— 
issues that confront us as much today as they did in the 1930's, Perhaps these ‘sues confront us even more, since the numbers of totalitarian regimes have increased and their power has beencon-    

    solidated. When Nationalism and Culture 
was written, the totalitarian phenomenon 
was still in its adolescence. 

There are those who object to the all- 
inclusive term “totalitarianism,” claim. 
ing that you cannot lump Fascism to- 
gether with Marxism-Leninism, even 
though—or rather despite—certain sur- 
face similarities. Rocker demonstrates 
the common philosophical sources of. 

both creeds, distinguishing totalitarian- 
ism from other forms of dictatorship. 

One of the first lessons he teaches is 
that there is no such thing as a social 

law (and here we are using the term 
“law”’ in its non-legislative sense); only 
in the realms of physical science—biology 
chemistry, physics—can we speak in 
terms of immutable laws, in terms of. 
what “‘necessarily"’ happens. Any and all 
attempts to devise social laws that are 
universally applicable are doomed to 
failure. The great diversity of human 

cultures, social structures, strivings, 

ideas and feelings—all of these factors 
point to the foolishness of laying down 

universally applicable laws and systems 

of social development. The factor of eth- 
nocentricity—the whole grab-bag of cul- 
tural assumptions and biases that even 
would-be social scientists carry with 
them—complicates the problem still 

further. Sigmund Freud, for example, 
claimed that the Oedipus Complex was a 
universal law: 

-- The most important conflict with 
which a small child is faced is his rela- 
tion to his parents, the Oedipus 
complex. . . The reactions against the 
instinctual demands of the Ocdipus 
complex are the source of the most 
Precious and socially important 
achievements of the human mind; 
and this probably holds true not only 
in the life of individuals but also in the 
history of the human species asa 
whole... 1 
Field-work by various anthropologists 

Presented pictures of societies in which 
the Oedipus Complex was absent?. 
Erich Fromm, in his essay, ‘‘The Crisis 
of Psychoanalysis,” noted that: 

-. .He (Freud) was to some degree a 
critic of society . . .But he was also 
deeply rooted in the prejudices and 
Philosophy of his historical period and 
class. The Freudian unconscious was 
mainly the seat of repressed sexuality, 
‘honesty’ referred mainly to the 
vicissitudes of the libido in childhood, 
and his critique of Society was restrict- 
€d to its sexual repression. Freud was 
4 vold and radical thinker in his great 
discoveries, but in their application 
he was impeded by an unquestioning 

belief that his Society, although by 
no means satisfactory, was the ultimate 
form of social Progress and could not 
be improved in any essential feature.’ 

    

   
   

    

   
   
   

    

   

   
   
   
   
   

  

   
   

   
    
   
   
   
   
   
   

  

   

    

   

      
   
   

      

   

      

    

   
   

  

   

    

     
    
   

    

   
  

REVIEWS 
Tendencies exist; but to force the 

history of all peoples and cultures into 

one “‘scientific’’ mould is, as the Freud- 
ian example demonstrates, impossible. 

This lesson culminates in a brilliant 
critique of Karl Marx's “‘scientific 
socialism’’—which Rocker labels as just 
another fatalistic religion. The theory 
that there are Forces of History that will 
result in the Millenium through the 
force of their own dialectic logic is not 
borne out by the facts. A perfect example 
is the course of German history. The 
breakdown of international capitalism in 
one of the most highly industrialised 
countries in the world, together with the 
existence of a highly organised and 
class-conscious working class (despite the 
disunity of the Left, the class-conscious- 

ness remained) should have led—by 
Marxian prognoses—to proletarian 

revolution in the 1930's. Yet instead of 
the socialist revolution, a new revolu- 
tionary force triumphed—Nazism. After- 
wards all kinds of reasons for the failure 
of a socialist revolution were devised. 
Similarly, it is well known that no one 

expected a revolution to occur in Tsarist 
Russia, least of all the Bolsheviks—but it 
did. In order to explain this development 
and not contradict Marx, new theories 
had to be invented. To the previous scien- 
tific axioms of historical stages as dis- 
covered by Marx, a new “‘law’’ was 
added—the “law of combined develop- 

ment”’ whereby these hitherto ‘‘neces- 
sary” historical stages could be skipped 

and there was “*. . .a drawing together of 

the different stages of the journey, a 
combining of separate steps, an amal- 
gam of archaic with more contemporary 
forms.’’ This is due, we are told, to the 
“most general law of the historical 
process'’—unevenness, Thus Trotsky 
vindicates Marxism by saying that (a) it 
is necessarily so, except when (b) it 
isn't. This is somewhat akin to saying 
that “‘the exception proves the rule."” 
Sounds nice, but a moment's reflection 
shows that exceptions ‘‘necessarily”’ 
disprove rules. 

    

The early portions of the book, dealing 
with the origin and development of the 
State, owe an obvious debt (credited) to 
Bakunin’s God and the State; but Rocker 
carries things a step further. We are 
given acrash course in the history of 
social philosophies and later democratic 
philosophies. He discusses—among 
others—Hegel, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau 
Robespierre, Nietzsche, Machiavelli, 
Calvin, the Stoics, the Cynics, the 
Sophists, Godwin, Lessing, Herder— 
and the list goes on. It is here that 
Rocker’s boldest ideas are stated, for we 
are dealing with two diametrically 
opposed philosophical camps—the liberal 
and the democratic. The logical conclu- 
sion of liberal ideas is Anarchism; from 
democratic ideas—totalitarianism. The 
liberal school is based on the primacy 
or sovereignty of the individual and the 
individual's rights; the democratic school 
is based on the primacy or sovereignty 

of a collective entity (be it “‘the State,”” 
“the People,’’ “The Race,”’ or whatever) 
from which all rights flow and to which 

all individuals are subordinate. The 
“discovery” of this fictional collective 
entity and the divining of the entity’s 

movement as the mainspring of history 

is one of the main sources of totalitarian- 
ism, through which the entity is allowed 

to develop according to its own so-called 
“‘laws’’. 

How is the collective entity's supre- 

macy expressed? Rousseau’s concept of 
the ‘‘common will’ (volonté général) 
is the answer—all must be subordinate to 
the common will, and nothing that would 
detract, subtract or divert the common 
will can be allowed. Rousseau’s “‘free- 
dom”’ is the furtherance of the common 
will, not the liberties of individuals. The 
liberties of individuals, in fact, in and of 
themselves, by definition, deny the 

“common will’’ and must be stamped 
out. To quote Rocker: 

Just as Hobbes gave the absolute 

state a power embodied in the person 
of the monarch, against whom no right 

of the individual could exist, so 
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Rousseau invented a phantom on 
which he conferred the same absolute 
rights. The ‘Leviathan’ which he en- 
visioned derived its fullness of Power 
from a collective concept, the so-called 
‘common will’—the volonté général. 
But Rousseau’s common will was by 
no means the will of all which is formed 
by adding each individual will to the 
will of all others, by this means reach- 
ing an abstract concept of the social 
will. No. Rousseau’s common will is 
the immediate result of the ‘social 
contract’ from which, according to his 
concept of political society, the state 
has emerged. Hence, the common 

will is always right, is always in- 

falliable, since its activity in all in- 
stances has the general good as a 
presumption. 

Rousseau’s idea springs from a reli- 
gious fancy having its root in the 
concept of a political providence which, 
being endowed with the gifts of all- 
wisdom and complete perfection, can 

consequently never depart from the 

right way. Every personal protest 
against the rule of such a providence 

amounts to political blasphemy. Men 

may err in the interpretation of the 

common will; for, according to Rouss- 
cau, ‘the people can never be bribed, 
but may often be misled!’ The common 
will itself, however, remains unaffect- 
ed by any false interpretations; it 
floats like the spirit of God over the 
waters of public opinion; and while 

this may stray from time to time into 
strange paths, it will always find its 

way back again to the centre of social 
equilibrium, as the misguided Jews to 
Jehovah. Starting from this specula- 
tive concept, Rousseau rejects every 
separate association within the state, 
because by such association the clear 
recognition of the common will is 
blurred. 5 = : 

The Jacobins, following in his 
footsteps, therefore threatened with 

death the first attempts of the French 
workers to associate themselves into 
trade guilds, and declared that the 

National Convention could tolerate no 
‘state within the state’ because by 
such associations the pure expression 
of the common will would be disturbed. 
Today Bolshevism in Russia, fascism 
in Germany and Italy, enforce the 
same doctrine and suppress all incon- 
venient separate associations, trans- 

forming those which they permit to 
exist into organs of the state. 

Thus there grew from the idea of 
the common will a new tyranny, whose 

chains were more enduring because 

they were decorated with the false 
gold of animaginary freedom, the 
freedom of Rousseau, which was 
just as meaningless and shadowy as  



REVIEWS 
was the famous concept of the common 
will. Rousseau became the creator of 
new idols to which man sacrificed 
liberty and life with the same devotion 
as once tothe fallen gods of a vanished 

time. In view of the unlimited com- 
pleteness of the power of a fictitious 
common will, any independence of 
thought became a crime; all reason, 
as with Luther, ‘the whore of the 
devil.’ For Rousseau, the state became 
also the creator and preserver of all 
morality, against which no other 

ethical concept could maintain itself. 
It was but a repetition of the same 

age-old bloody tragedy: God every- 

thing, man nothing! (p. 163f) 

But how is this mysterious commun 

will to be discerned and carried out? 
Rousseau jumped from his “‘natural law” 

to legislative law—and Law-givers 
became the Blect of which Plato and 

Calvin spoke. From these various con- 

cepts it was but a short step to Jacobin- 

ism, the vanguard party of Bolshevism 

(whose leaders were in touch with the 
dialectic forces of history) and the 
Fuehrer Prinzip (whereby the Leader 
embodied the inexorable laws of the 
Race)—and ultimately all of the tragedies 

of the 20th Century, from Purge Trials 
in Russia, to the Holocaust of the Third 
Reich, to the atrocities of the Khemer 
Rouge in Cambodia. 

Distinguishing the two social ideas— 
collective vs. liberal—is the most out- 
standing analytical concept of the book. 

It does much to explain the paradoxes of 

our time—as well as point a way out of 

them. Later attempts made by others to 

“lay bare"’ the social, historical and 

philosophical roots of totalitarianism have 

suffered because they were unable to 
distinguish between the two schools. 

Their beginning premises have been 
fuzzy and emotion-laden. This is true 
both of J. Talmon in his The Origins of 

Totalitarian Democracy [NY: Praeger, 
1960) and Hannah Arendt in her The 

Origins of Totalitarianism [NY: World 

Publishing, 1958}. It is significant to 

note that Nationalism and Culture is 
nowhere cited in the footnotes or biblio- 

graphies of either writer. Talmon lumps 

all of those secking changes in the status 
quo as budding totalitarians. Arendt 
interprets the rise of totalitarianism as, 

among other things, the success of the 

Talmon support Rocker’s thesis—but not 
vice versa. Both books, incidentally, are 
well worth reading, not only for that 

reason, but also for other valuable in- 
sights. As solid theories on the rise of 

totalitarianism, however, they fail. 

Grasping the idea of the common will 
and the idea of an Elect which can discern 
it, explains the philosophical basis for 
the professional revolutionary party and 
its ‘democratic centralism’’ (“‘The Party 
is always right’’—and thus did the Old 

Bolsheviks confess during the purge 
trials); the use of *‘criticism-self-criti- 
cism”’ as a means of social control forcing 

the individual to conform to the Correct 

Line under peer pressure; the race fana- 
ticism of Nazi Germany which placed ex- 
termination of the Jewish people above 

the military priorities of winning the war; 

and so on. 

  

Rocker writers of the incompatibility 

of cultural and growth of the State, hold 
ing that the greater the degree of State 
control, centralisation and triumph of 
collective philosophy, the lesser the cul- 

tural development, that is, if the State 
is total, and everything must be subor- 

dinated to it, then culture, too must be 
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harnessed. We are speaking here of 

diversity, spontaneity, creativity. This 

theory, too, is empirically verifiable. 

Compare, for example, the diversity of 

cultural activity in the Weimar Republic 

to the stagnation of all cultural life that 
characterised the Third Reich. In Russia, 
this stagnation increased in direct pro- 

portion to the Bolshevik consolidation of 
power and the victory of ‘‘socialist 

realism'’ followed. The existence of 
Samizdat demonstrates how strong the 
urge for personal freedom is. In Israel, 

Yiddish literature has been given a new 

lease on life as Russian Jewish immi- 
grants print poems, stories, novels, and 

sonon that have remained suppressed, 
unprinted, and hidden for years. 5 

China, too, follows the same pattern. 

Simon Leys, in his remarkable Chinese 

Shadows, testifics to this—pointing out 

that throughout the Cultural Revolution 

and after, only six approved operas could 

be performed. ©Olga Lang, in Pa Chin 
And His Writings (Cambridge: harvard 

University Press, 1967) notes the success- 

ive rewrites, revisions and deletions Pa 
Chin was forced to make to fit his works 
into the State-approved mold. The West 

experienced a mini-fad when it discover- 

ed the paintings of Huhsien County carly 

in 1978—in reality crude propaganda 
messages, and nothing more, executed 
without grace, subtlety or imagination 

Time magazine correspondent Robert 

Hughes likened them to American tele- 
vision ads—‘‘a form of inspirational 
mendacity.”’ ‘In the more traditional 

arts of jade and ivory carving, the level 
of quality has markedly decreased. Just 

visit a ‘China Arts & Crafts”’ centre 
where row upon row of identical carvings 

produced for foreign consumption numb 

the eyes. The number of truly fine pieces 
—art works that require great amounts of 

time and energy—are scarce; in China, 

the profit-motive has triumphed over all 

others so faras art carving is concerned. 

State capitalism whose ultimate goal is to 
produce the faceless, impotent mass man 

has succeeded in producing face-less 

mass art, without personality, without 

spontaneity, without creativity. 

A recurring phrase throughout the 

book is ‘*Procrustean bed"’—an allusion 
to the Greek mythological figure whose 

victims were forced into a special bed. 

Those who were too short were stretched 

  

to fit its frame; those too tall had their 
legs chopped off. It is a fitting phrase, for 

it captures in two words the entire 

essence of totalitarian thinking. 

seeseecees 

There is much more than what I have 
written about in Nationalism and Culture. 

There is an excellent section on the 
history of Race Theory, from Gobineau 

to Rosenberg. There is a fascinating 

chapter on word origins, demonstrating 

the absurdity of the idea of a “pure 

language”. And much more. Throughout 

there is the author’s concern for freedom 
—economic, political, social. Throughout 

there is the faith that there can be free- 
dom. 

The acid-test of whether a piece of 

literature is a classic—the test of time— 
Rocker has passed with flying colours. 
This book is not dated. Its relevance is 
immediate. Its message is compelling. 

The scope of knowledge is phenomenal. 

A final word about the price of the 

book: $15.00 is not exorbitant to pay for 

a hardback. Especially when you consider 

that just a year or so ago a secondhand 
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copy was selling for $17.50 at a San 
Francisco used book store. The paper- 

back price—S10.00—may seem a bit 
steep—but the publisher is a small one 

subject to all theproblems that other 

radical small publishers have. You owe 

it to yourself to buy this book and read it. 

And then read it again... 

Shelby Shapiro 

FOOTNOTES 
1. Sigmund Freud, “‘Psychoanalysis,"” 
Encyclopaedia Britannica (13th ed., 1926) 
in Gerard Lauzun, Sigmund Freud: The 
Man And His Theories (Greenwich, 
Conn.: Fawcett Publications, 1962), p.154 
2. Marvin Harris, The Rise of Anthro- 
pological Theory: A History of Theories in 
Culture (NY: Thos. Y. Crowell, 1968), 
pp. 425 et seq. 
3. In Erich Fromm, The Crisis of 

Psychoanalysis: Essays On Freud, Marx, 
And Social Psychology (Greenwich: 

Fawcett Publications, 1971), p. 17f. 

4. Leon Trotsky, The History of the 

Russian Revolution, Vol. 1 (Ann Arbor: 
University of Michigan Press, 1957 ed.), 

p. Sf. 
5. Sol Liptsin, *‘Yidishe literatur in 
yisrocl,”’ Kultur Un Lebn, Vol. 12, No. 2 
(NY: Workmen's Circle, May 1978), 
p. Of. 
6. Simon Leys, Chinese Shadows (NY: 
The Viking Press, 1977), p. 143. 
7. Robert Hughes, ‘The Arcadians of 
Huhsien County,”’ Time (Asian edition, 

Jan. 9, 1978). 

  

  

  

  

            

  

Can we have a little more reaction from the court to the absurd 
defence put up by the accused?” 

Spanish Diary, John McNair, Manchester 

ILP, 40p. 

These thirty odd pages with portrait 

cover are in essence McNair's reports to 

the ILP in London between August 1936 
and the following June as published in 

their journals. Don Bateman's biographical 

introduction and editorial notes are invalu- 
able. Concise and without padding the 
diary merits this pamphlet accessibility 

and so a place in all Spanish War 

collections 

Readers will find it useful, if not 
actually essential as | did, to read Homage 
to Catalonia in conjunction since McNair 

was Orwell's initial contact in spain whilst 

in the end they were to escape together 

from Stalinist arrest and assassination. 
Quicker than any other organisation 

the ILP had raised L500 and within a few 
weeks of the rebellion McNair arrived in 
Barcelona with the money in his pocket 

That and the promise of further help was 

welcomed warmly at the HQ of the 

Ramblas of POUM the brother party to the 
ILP. McNair learned what he could of the 
situation and by September was back in 

London reporting on the various anti-Fran- 

co forces and their needs. An ambulance, 
money, volunteers and later a country 
mansion home for Basque refugee children 
was the result. When POUM asked for his 
personal return he did so in November and 

after a brief visit to Madrid with John 
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McGovernm M.P. he established a co-or- 

dinating office in Barcelona. In the begin- 
ning he was helped by Bob Smillie until 
that Glasgow university student and 

grandson of the famous worker's leader 
joined the militia on the Huesca front. His 

initial secretary was Sybil Wingate, of 
another famous family, but she too soon 
left for the same field of action. 

John McNair (1887-1968) was a brilli- 
ant minded gentlemanly Scot of medium 
height and build, a self-educated one-time 
errand boy who eventually went to univer- 

sity and won his MA when 73. He was ideal 
choice as ILP agent because following 
many years residence in Paris he was 

fluent in French and had some Catalan and 
Castilian to reinforce the traditional affini- 
ty many of his countryfolk have for Gallic 
and Iberian people. Once billed as The Boy 
Orator he was a life-long ILP activist and 
eventually its General Secretary. In 1955 
his sympathetic life of his friend and fiery 
leader of the party was published as James 
Maxton, Beloved Rebel. 

Much information is packed into these 

pages, especially the Barcelona scene 
when POUM and CNT (anarchist-syndical- 
ist) were strongest and workers were free 

and jeans and berets the norm and then the 
change of costume and manners as the 

Communist PSUC succeeded in infiltrating 
the Civil Guard and police. That culmina- 
ted in the street fighting and besieged 
buildings of the ghastly May Days. A lull 
did ensue but only whilst the Stalinists 

marshalled their powers before POUM was 
proscribed and the arrests and murders 

$1.50 
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began. McNair was actually in France 
when he heard that his Party had been 

declared illegal. Already back in March he 
had suffered arrest but strings he'd pulled 
h =n strong enough then to free him 

Bravely he crossed the frontier again to be 

able to help the ILP contingent who were 

all in the POUM militia. Their escape was 
possible since their passports had not 

been seized “for safe-keeping” unlike 

those who'd admitted to such possessions 

who'd been recruited by the CPBG. An 
unlucky one was Bob Smillie who'd got ten 

leave after three months in the 
trenches but was arrested at the frontier 
and died - supposedly of appendicitis - in 

prison in June. No friend was allowed to 

view his body 
When McNair read in the Stalinist 

Paper that a warrant was out forhim he had 

already been ‘visited’ and decided to flee 
George Orwell had been severely wounded 

but luckily had left hospital to meet his 

wife in Barcelona. Otherwise like many 
others he'd have been dragged from his 

sick bed as a POUM militiaman. By the 
skin of their teeth, good luck and ineffici- 
ent police news these three and another 

ILPer Stafford Cottman managed to cross 
the border at Port Bou after a nerve 
shattering train run of many stops and 

inspections. In France they read the 
“news” that McNair was under arrest as a 
Fascist spy and Trotskyist, etc etc etc! 

Barry Duncan 
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Anton Pannekoek and Trade Unionism 

(Les Conseils Ouvriers and La Contre 
Revolution Bureaucratque) 

Whether sham or genuine, the ignor- 

ance of anarchism and anarcho-syndica- 

lism displayed in the writings of Anton 

Pannekoek are well-known and obvious. 
Before writing these remarks, | have used 

the French edition of his Les Conseils 
Ouvriers, as well as La Contre-Revolution 
bureaucratique (which contains a number 

of his articles) and D.A. Smart's Panne- 
koek and Gorter’s Marxism. Pannekoek 
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had an attitude toward the trade union 
question which shows a number of am- 
biguities in his approach and accounts 
for the manipulations in which he engaged 
in the name of councillism. 

Pannekoek’s chief contribution (and | 
am tempted to believe, his only one) is an 
analysis of the role of trade unionism in 
developed society in the wake of the Great 
War (and even earlier in the case of the 
United States) “Notwithstanding their 
democratic forms, trade unionism and its 
bureaucracy are akin to the State insofar as 
it is beyond the capacity of the member- 
Ship to bring the bureaucracy under 
control; every revolt founders on the care- 
fully constructed edifice of procedural 

byelaws and statutes, before it manages to 
shift the hierarchy,” he wrote in 1920. And 
in 1936 he wrote, “The aim of trade 
unionism is not the replacement of the 

Capitalist system by some other mode of 

Production, but rather to seek improve- 
ment in living conditions within the 
bounds of capitalism. In essence, then, 
trade unionism is not revolutionary but 
conservative As a result, there is a 
difference between the working class and 
the trade unions. The working class has to 
look beyond capitalism, whereas trade 
unionism is wholly contained within the 

parameters of the capitalist system.” 

Pannekoek notes how trade union 
Officials “regardless of their working class 
Origins, assume a new social identification 

with the passage of time at the head of 
their organisation ... they do not work in 

factories, they are not exploited by the 

capitalists, not threatened by unemploy- 

ment ... they are preoccupied with ‘the 
interests of the Industry’, and play the role 

of intermediaries”. Earlier Bakunin said as 
much in his “Statism and Anarchy” when 

he stated: “But, or So the marxists tell us, 
this minority(of leaders of the dictatorship 

of the proletariat) will consist of workers. 

Yes, of former workers, maybe, who just 

as soon as they become rulers or represen- 
tatives of the workers, will cease to be 
workers and will fook down upon the 
workers from the heights of the State ... 
Anyone who doubts this knows very little 

of human nature.” Commenting on Bakun- 
in’s work, Karl Marx labelled it as “fairy 
tales about domination”. 

Perhaps Pannekoek was ignorant of 
this facet of the polemic between Marx and 
Bakunin; in any event he stops his critique 

halfway, confining it to unionists instead 

of embracing all the willing learners of the 
communist parties and those who fish in 
troubled waters under the cover of critici- 
sing trade unionism 

, Pannekoek knew enough to concede 
that there were exceptions, such as the 

“One Big Union” of the |WW; but then “its 
members were hounded without respite by 

the capitalist world as a whole”. From now   
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Carillo or any son of Lenin to come up with 

a movement for self-management with its 

own self-managed Cheka and police to 

take care of drug-addicts and kinky types, 
while cheering for Lenin and Pannekoek 

We already have examples of those who 

talk (in Frankfurt in 1975) about assemblies 
of 22,000 workers in Sabadell, or (in Paris 

in 1979) 200,000 workers in Sao Paulo; and 

| am sure that Mao must have written 
something somewhere about China having 
been run for thirty years by an assembly of 

some 900 million people 

The rational, economic outlook of 
Pannekoek the ex-Marxist would not let 

him sense or perceive the bureaucratisa- 
tion which is latent within any group 
this being a trend which even the powers 

of constant revocability does not halt. It is 
by means of rotating tasks, and rising 
above the dichotomy between manual and 

intellectual workers, through criticism and 

on “the organisation the workers really 
have need of in the revolutionary process 

S an organisation in which each worker 

participates, body and soul, in both action 

a: Il as leadership In such a set-up 
professional leadership would be redun- 

Consequently obedience would be 

obligation; each individual would have 

to obey the decisions which he himself 

helped to formulate. But complete power 
would always rest with the workers them- 

Pannekoek moves on to make a 
for an assembly based set-up, with a 

strike or other committee being elected for 
each dispute with delegates “subject to 

instant recall” and with “the committee at 

all times unable to enjoy any independent 

power of its own.” Taking the example of 

the Russian and German soviets, he did 
not go into the que: in of those tenden- 

cies behind them or the problems they 
th the State and the Party 

                  

omission of references to anar- 

cho-syndicalism, not to mention the dist- 

orted Leninist assessment given of the 

CNT's performance in 1936, are a constant 
source of disquiet. He speaks of the 

workers” (by which device he does not 

have to mention their ideological affilia- 

tions) and “Barcelona” (as if the business 
of revolutionary construction were not to 
be found beyond its gates) in his Les 
Conseils Ouvriers. In a Dutch version of 
that work, Pannekoek elaborates upon his 

conception of anarcho-syndicalism and 

advances an interesting criticism. He 
alleges that on account of its assertion 
that each individual was fre 

  

  

  

© participate 
according to 

his political or philosophical beliefs 
the Amiens charter of 1906), an 
dicalism r 

  

  

in other forms of struggle 

  

as in 

  

ho-syn- 
vealed its weakness when faced 

with ideological differences. As proof 
Pannekoek dredges up a reference to the 

the real strength of nationalist ideology 

which anarcho-syndicalism was unable to 

arrest in 1914. Pannekoek asserts that 
The great problems of a social organisa- 

tion of production Were kept in the 

background; and there was no apprecia- 

tion that a bureacracy would be generated 

J grow in the trade union ranks, 

with trade union leaders and “A type of 

Organisation identical to that advocated by 

social democracy” 

This latter criticism is exaggerated, 

for that very risk was denounced by Mala- 

testa at the Amsterdam Congress in 1907 
and also by Peiro in 1930 in his “problemas 
del sindicalismo y del anargismo”. Peiro's 

argument was that were the C.N.T. to 
become the focus of the economic deal- 

ings of society as a whole then “we shall 

find ourselved faced once again with the 
State in all its dimensions, since the State 
is no more than an administrative ma- 

chine, a machine embodied, in the eventu- 

ality we suppose, by an indispensable 

        

trade union bureaucracy”. Anarcho-syndi- 
alism made no secret of the dangers 

implicit in trade unionism, but in practical 

terms th dangers have been controlled 
by. a variety of devices before, during and 

since the Civil War, up to the present day 
Without being in a position to give any de- 
finitive interpretation, it seems to me that 
two factors at least have played a crucial 

role - the type of individual who looked to 

the C.N.T. for personal ambition and 
v becau accepted nowhere 

else, he might just as well mal name for 

f in some sports society or stamp- 
rS group; and the conviction of 

3 the truth, the rapid solution to the 

Crisis, without bothering in the least about 

alternative solutions, the refusal to engage 

n dialogue or become a sucker for 

Messiahs. No great harm done if the 

Messiah should be Esperanto, carrot juice 
or nudism, but it is crazy when it affects 

guerrilla activity, contacts with 
other tendencies, etc 

| wonder if the same thing would not 
Nave befalled councillism had it been its 
fate to grow. With the exception of a few 
pages in Dutch, pannekoek almost always 
Speaks about the working class which is to 
form councils, defeat Capitalism, being 
divided into tendencies, but there will be 
harmony between them, etc. In Spite of his 
Undeniable willingness to combat Lenin- 
ism, Pannekoek was unable to avoid 
imprudent phrases (“Councillist Organisa- 
tion is the incarnation of the dictatorship 
of the proletariat” “The remnants of 
former exploiters and thieves have no Say 
in the control of Production"). Given such 
formulae, it would take but a moment fora 

  

  

  

  

      

    

  

  

strikes, 

discussion in a spirit of comradship and 

mutual respect that one can clip the wings 

of embryonic bureaucracy which thrives in 

trade unionism and also in a council or a 
regime of self-management etc. It was 
doubtless this realisation that induced 
some councillists to go to the extremes of 
shunning all action lest they be separated 

from the class, on the grounds that only 
the class will make the revolution. The 
truth of the matter is that to stir people's 

consciousness without going wildly astray 

is indeed no mean achievement 

Frank Mintz 

  

  

Rut oa TA Rian) 
SocitAcrism       

eel 

  

68   

     
  

      

Pannekoek and Gorters Marxism, D.S. 
Smart, Pluto Press, £2.95 

This is a very interesting work 

which includes texts just translated into 

English for the first time. The editor sheds 
light on the complex period of the develop- 

ment of communism, the council commu- 
nist tendency and the impact of the two 

Dutchmen, Pannekoek and Gorter on the 
German and Dutch social democratic 
movements. Smart pays particular atten- 

tion to the social democratic stance on 
trade unions. The writings cover the period 

1912 and 1921. They show the develop- 

ment and compexity of councilism. In a 

most effective way Smart sets out the 
differences between Rosa Luxemburg and 
councilists like Otto Ruehle. However, this 
only whets the reader's appetite. When, for 
instance, did the opposition between 
Luxemburg and Pannekoek begin? What 
did it consist of? And where did Ruehle, 
who was an anarchist for all intents and 
Purposes, part company with Gorter? 

Pannekoek seems to be a more 
interesting figure than Gorter, but not as 
much of an activist. As far back as 1912, 
his critique of the party went very deep and 
in 1920 his portrayal of trade unionism is 
already formidable. “The trade unions also 
resemble the state and its bureaucracy in 

that, democratic forms notwithstanding, 
the will of the members is unable to prevail 
against the bureaucracy; every revolt 

breaks on the carefully constructed appa- 
fatus of orders of business and statutes 
before it can shake the hierarchy.” “Their 
counter-revolutionary potential cannot be 

Gestroyed or diminished by a change of 
Personnel, by the substitution of radical or 
‘revolutionary’ leaders for reactionary 
ones... The revolution can only be suc- 

    

Alongside such boldness, his reply to the 
criticism of Lenin in Left Wing Commun- 
‘sm - an Infantile Disorder seems very 
bland. Pannekoek Suggested that com- 
munism could not, as yet, be constructed 
in Russia. His restraint may be explained 
aS a Carryover from the single party, bearer 
of the revolution, form of Marxism, as well 
as a mechanistic view of capitalism's final 
crisis. As to the anarchists, in 1909 
Pannekoek trots out the hackneyed Marx- 
ist judgement, but in 1920 he mentions 
them in examples of active trade unionism. 
However, he never probes any deeper, even 
in his later works. 

Gorter, on the other hand, is the 
archetypal Marxist babbling the usual 
nonsense about the “genius of Marx” or 
“Scientific Socialism” or dictatorship of 
the class." He is an exemplary Eurocom- 
munist, stays faithful to Marxism, backs 
the councils and is utterly opposed to the 

U.S.S.R. “If the Russian tactics of dicta- 
forship by party and leadership are still 

pursued here after all the disasterous 

   
     
     

Pictures on a Page, Harold Evans, 
Heinemann, £9.75 

Without having to go into Marshall 
McLuhan’s theories too heavily, we are in 
an image influenced society rather than a 
verbally influenced one, and obviously 
press photography and television are the 

two major areas of this development. 

Pictures on a Page is a surprising book to 
be written by a Fleet Street editor (Sunday 

Times) in the way it reveals the tricks of the 
trade and shows how photographic mani- 

pulation can be far more effective than 
mere heavy handed consorship. This ma- 

nipulation comes at various levels. The 
photographer can pose the shot so that it 

utterly perverts the truth and yet looks 

totally realistic. A good example given is 
consequences that they have already had of a Photographer in Korea asking GI's to 
here, then it will no longer be stupidity, 

but a crime against the revolution.” How- 

ever, Gorter is a party fanatic 

give water to a dying peasant for a ‘human 

compassion’ shot, but they all refused 

“And except one who agreed providing it was 
compare the idiocies of the anarchists, 

syndicalists and those members who don't 
quick and he did not have to use his own 

water bottle. The next possibility comes 
want a party.” In this last criticism the through the selection by the photographer, 
syndicalists he had in mind were Ruehle i.€. submitting one shot which though 
and his group who were active alongside unposed is not representative of the truth 
the anarchists 

Smart's book gives a picture of a 

confused and ambiguous councilism 

Nontheless this anthology of complete 

texts helps to dissipate illusions, though 
personally | should have liked to have seen 
something about Ruehle and his union 

group, something from the German anar- 

cho-syndicalists and their views on Pan- 

nekoek, Gorter and Ruehle. 
Frank Mintz 

  

   

                      

    

but conforms to ‘what the readers want’. At 
an editorial level there are obviously 

several possibilities open. Firstly suppres- 

sion of shots that do not correspond with 

the policy of the editor or proprietor. Many 

truthful shots of the Vietnam war were 
turned down on the grounds that “they 
might upset people at breakfast”. Next the 
caption chosen can turn the whole mean- 

ing of the photograph round. Thirdly, 

cutting and cropping can also change the 

point of the photograph entirely.Fourthly, 
a hostile or sympathetic selection in 

portraits can totally change people's atti- 

tude towards an individual. (Evans makes 
no mention of the way ‘wanted’ mugshots 
can be retouched to prevent Sympathy.) 

Finally the visual image is the chief selling 
tool of politics. It does not matter what a 

statesman’s policies are or if he is known 

to be a crook; posing a sincere, courage 

ous, human expression will count for far 

more because it conditions a sub-consci- 
ous attitude. in 1984 Winston Smith heard 
@ rumour that Big Brother did not exist 
except as a photograph in official por- 

traits. This book helps one to understand 

how such a phenomenon develops even 

though Evans cops out predictably by 
saying that photographers and editors 
must face up to their professional respon- 

sibilities, which is about as convincing as 

Nixon with his hand on his heart 

  
cessful by destroying this or 
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Women and the National Front, Search- 
light Pamphlets, 40p 

This pamphlet deals with the attitudes 
of the National Front and the British 
Movement towards women. It begins to 
explain how women play a part in these 
fascist organisations and how they are 
recruited. There is an interesting section 
on Nazi attitudes towards race and birth 
control, and ‘another on the Nazi ideal of 
womanhood 

This is a handy pamphlet for those 
who do not yet know anything about the 
position of women in the Nazi philosophy 
But | felt there were too Many gaps: for 
One thing | should have liked to see some 
attempt at explaining the appeal these 
Organisations hold for women, and some 
facts and figures about female member- 
ship; for another, | should have liked to 

€ some explanation of what the Nazis, in 
Practice, have to offer women: for instan- ce, the pamphlet tells us thatthe NF and 
8M considera (W.A.S.P.) woman's tole to 
be that of baby-producer and home-mind- 
€r, but we know that-In=Nazi Germany 
women were increasingly called upon to work for the state - either in idustry or on 
the land - and they were often denied the 
choice between Staying at home or going 
to work 

    

Pamela Sladek 

A History of Christianity , Paul Johnson, 
Penguin, £2.95 

Throughout the 2,000 Odd years of its 
existence, Christianity has not lacked its 
historians; but it is only within the last 
century’ or so that relatively unbiassed 
accounts have become Possible. Before the, and since the Reformation, facts were 

      

unashamedly distorted according to the 
Catholic or Protestant prjudices of the 
writers. (Prior to the Reformation, of 
course, history, as an objective discipline 
hardly existed). Paul Johnson is a Catho- 
lic, it is true, but he has nevertheless 
managed to produce a balanced and fair 
description of the development of the faith 
nominally professed by one third of the 
world’s population 

Though Mr. Johnson does not regard 
the Gospels as reliable historical docu- 

ments, (he acknowledges that many of the 
original texts have been tampered with by 
Christian editors for propaganda purpo- 
Ses), he claims that “there can be at least 
absolutely no doubt about Christ's histori- 
cal existence”. But this is just not true. 
Christ's historical existence has been 
questioned consistently from the 2nd 
century A.D., the latest scholar to do so 
being Professor G.A. Wells of Birkbeck 
College, University of London Curiously 
enough, Mr. Johnson lists of of Professor 
Wells's books in his bibliography, but it is 
clear from the above statement that he has 
Not actually read it 

As Mr. Johnson readily acknowled- 
ges, the story of Christianity has been 
disfigured by wars persecutions and 
hideous bloodshed. This goes back right 
to the beginnings. Assuming he existed, 
Christ had been dead only a few years 
before his followers were quarrelling bit- 
terly over the burning question as to 
whether or not uncircumcised Gentiles 
could be admitted to the ranks of the 
faithful. Christians have been fighting 
each other ever since, their founder's 
Prophecy “I come not to bring peace but a 
Sword”, having been all too accurately 
fulfilled. As Johnson writes “Those who 
disputed with what later became the 

ecclesiastical Billingsgate harsh words among the brothers in Christ made their 
appearance early, and henceforth there 
Was a Steady inflation in the exchange of abuse the Emperor Julian found from 
€xperience that no wild beasts were as hostile to men as Christians to €ach other 

Johnson paints some fascinating por- traits of the early pillars of the Church, most of them the reverse of flattering 
Athanasius was “a violent man who regularly flogged his junior clergy and imprisoned or expelled bishops", Am- 
brose, Bishop of Milan, was “superstitious 
and credulous”, Jerome “an unhappy and bitter man” and so on Even Thomas 
Becket, the Subject of much Christian 
devotion, is described an “an obstinate 
and, at times hysterical man, with an actor's passion for nolsy drama, who did NO service to Christianity” 

In his final chapter, Johnson deals with the attitudes ang conduct of Christian 
leaders in the two World Wars. He has many harsh comments to make about the 
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appeasement of Nazism by the German 
Catholic Bishops, and bitterly attacks 
Pope Pius XII for failing to condemn the 
persecution of the Jews. In this chapter, 
too, Johnson skillfully Summaraises the 
momentous changes in the liturgy ang 
doctrine of the Catholic Church Since 
Vatican 2, and the controversy arising from 
Paul VI's notorious encyclical reaffirming 
the Church's opposition to artificial meth- 
ods of birth control. As the book first 
appeared in hardback in 1976, the narrative 
ends in 1975, which unfortunately preciu- 
des discussion of the current schism in the 
Catholic Church resulting from the proscri- 
ption of the Tridentine Mass. 

As can be seen from the above 
quotations, Johnson writes in a readable 
witty style, and there is a good index and 
adequate bibliography. His scholarly work 
iS a remarkable achievement and valuable 
source of reference 

John L. Broom 

  

    

  

Proudhon, Oui et Non, Daniel Guerin, 
Gallimard 

Every study of daniel Guerin makes a Serious contribution to anarchist ideas, and his knowledge of Proudhon is very Profound, whence the importance of this book, which presents some new studies (some of the old ones are to be found in Pour un marxisme libertaire). 
D. Guerin has the unusual merit of appreciating Proudhon without hiding or justigying his defects, and a remarkable knack for explaining them and warning the reader against them. 
A great part of the book is taken up with unpublished works by Proudhon on the French revolution, a subject on which Guerin is also a Specialist. Despite Guer- 
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in's knowledgable presentation, and the 
notes written to accompany the texts, 
Proudhon's writings are rather dull, or at 
least i don't find them very relevant to my 
present preoccupations. Nevertheless, 
some extracts make an effect: “You need 
take no more notice of corruption in 
governments than of chastity in honest 
women. It’s no longera Subject of conver- 
sation.” “Power is more frightful and 
execrable the lower the origin of the men 
who excercise it ... are not ex-servants the 
worst masters? And the worst proprietors 
those who have risen from the poor 
classes?” A good example of this is found 
in France, Spain and the USSR, whose 
leaders are the ex-bum boys of DeGaulle, 
Franco and Stalin; and the supposedly 
proletarian regimes are, for the moment, 
worse than the “democracies”. 

The short article “From Proudhon to 
Bakunin" gives some very interesting 
details of the reciprocal relations between 
the two men, and of the influence Bakunin 
derived from this. 

“Proudhon father of self-manage- 
ment” is a longer essay. Here too, Guerin 
underlines the unsound hesitations of 
Proudhon, who generally approved of 
small-scale property. But there are also 
Proudhon’s concrete aspects, approval of 
workers’ associations, where the question 
of social accounting is seriously dealt 
with; at first by a collective Payment (ac- 
cording to work), to arrive later at commu- 
nism; although i don't know if Proudhon 
mad a clear statement on this point. It is 

worth noting that this is what was put into 

Practice in the Spanish war, together with 
the Kropotkinian idea of communism (to 
each according to his needs). It is a pity 

that the problem of competition, which 
Proudhon made a touch-stone of his 
system, was not studied more: “Remove 
competition ... society, lacking its motive 
force, stops like a pendulum whose spring 
is run down.” The daily life of Eastern 
countries only confirms this. Guerin notes 
also: “From the available evidence, it 
Seems that this conception is partly 
Utopist. Competition, so-called market 
economy, inevitably produces inequality 
and exploitation, and would even if one 
could start off from a perfect situation of 
equality” 

Likewise Pierre Besnard envisaged a 
System with one internal currency which 
could not be hoarded, and one external 
Currency, and one could imagine a sort of 
limited competition, with a redistribution 
of the profits obtained by rich and poor 
collectives... 

The last essay, “Proudhon’'s 
repressed sexuality” underlines his latent 
misogyny and homosexuality (although he 
was apparently anti-gay). 

Apart from the long first part, the 
book is important and never sectarian. 

  

Besides Guerin, partisan of “libertarian Marxism", never falls Into dogmatism. it Seems to me that his position is more a question of words than a basic problem although some Statements, on Organisa- tion, and his Positions in favour of 
elections, as well as his (at one time) 
Optimistic point of view on Algerian and Yugoslav Self-management confuse his Present ideas on this problem. 

Frank Mintz 

     Elana Gianini Belotti, 
Writers and Readers 
0 904613 06 2 P/B £1.25 

This book is a description of the sex 
role conditioning process in Italy, but 
much of it applies to this country. Belotti 
makes the point that if there is any innate 
behaviour characteristic of females then it 
is almost impossible to determine beneath 
the layers and layers of educational and 
socialisation processes. 

The author discusses the importance 

invested in sex differences even before 
birth: whether the unborn child is a girl or 
a boy, and how its wardrobe will be 
determined according to its sex (pink for 
girls,etc). Likewise in Britain a recent baby 
book (The Bounty Baby Book) gave new 

parents the following advice: “In the old 

days all babies were dressed alike in “baby 

clothes’ for some months, but nowadays 

most mothers prefer to give their babies 
special ‘girl’ or ‘boy’ clothes as soon as 
they can.” 

The book traces early childhood and 
the ways little girls are forced into a 
mould. There is an interesting discussion 
of children’s toys and literature: For 
instance, boys are not allowed to have toys 

connected with housework and childcare; 
girls are very rarely portrayed on cartons 

containing “intellectual” toys, except as 
background figures who gaze on admiring- 
ly while boys play with the toys. The book 
concludes with a good chapter on nursery 

education and questions why there are no 

male teachers in nurseries and very few in 

primary schools. 
This is a very interesting book, at 

times rather depressing as the list of 
inequalities mounts, but nontheless most 
thought-provoking and vital to parents of 

small children. 

‘Little Girls 

  

Pamela Sladek 

     

Adam Hopkins, The School Debate, 
Penguin, 1978, 95p. 

Like most of the controversial issues 
of the day, education is now defined along 
rigid right/left wing party lines: On one 
side formal teaching, with corporal pun- 
ishment, plenty of selection Procedures 
and private schools (especially if they can 
be further subsidised by the state). On the 
other side informal methods, no selection 
and a rigid state monopoly. There seems 
to be very little space for talk of alterna- 
tives. 

Education has become such a divisive 
issue now that conservatives, like most 
Socialists, see education as a major force 
in changing society. But herein lies the 
basic error, for the more one learns, the 
more it is evident that the British educa- 
tion system merely reflects British society. 
Thus with the recent erosion of middle- 
Class influence we have seen the erosion 
of grammar schools. Now we are left with 
@ state comprehensive system for ninety- 

four per cent of our children, and a Private 
System for the remaining six per cent, and 
| would be quite willing to speculate that 
most of the wealth and power in this 
country is in the hands of about six per 
cent of the population. It's the Labour 
Party idea of socialism: Protected privi- 
ledge for the top few and enforced 
State-run “democracy” for the rest. 

Adam Hopkins outlines the excessive 

claims and demands made by both the 
right and the left and explains how behind 
“The Great Debate” a struggle for power in 
the schools is being waged between the 
government, the local authorities and the 
teachers, with no Say at all for the parents 
or the children. 

Pamela Sladek 

  
  

  

     
GNoRE IT, eS Gru 

: IT miGHT            Jvst 
miss 
m       

  

INDivipvarism     
  

a 

71



REVIEWS St ay 
GY gy 

Z COOCEECECUECUCC ULL 
   

That'll Teach You, John Kirkbride, 
Wildwood House, £2.95 

This is a paperback book in Strip-car- 
toon form, “each page an indictment on 
Our current educational wisdom". Al- 
though the cover lists the author as John 
Kirkbride, the foreword consistently refers 
to“we” and “our children", and goes onto 
Say “It has taken us the last five years to 
document some of the ‘evidence’. | can 
therefore only guess that the mother of 
these children has also worked on the 
book but either wants no Credit or is given 
none. 

Kirkbride claims he could find no 
books, listing “in non-academic terms 
the negative aspects of our education 
system”. So his alternative is the comic 
book form. The problem is, that Put over in 
this form, all of his (their) arguments look 
extremely juvenile (something which often 
results when people criticise education 
systems: I'm sure a POp psychologist 
could make Something of this) 

Some valid points are made in this 
book, but because of the comic-strip form 
they are never fully explored and the reader 
IS merely faced with Pages of aphorisms, 
which are not my favorite reading; and at 
12.95 a copy | think I'll stick with the Bash 
Street Kids 

Pamela Sladek 
——— 

In Praise of Poteen, John McGuffin, 
Appletree Press, £2.50 

One form of self-sufficiency which 
will never be endorsed by government 
Officials is the production of one's own alcoh@lic beverages. Of such ‘illicit’ fi- 
Quors poteen (correctly spelled Poitin) is 
Perhaps the most famous. In this book, 

    

     John McGuffin explores the history and 

lore of this fine brew and illustrates it with 
characteristic Irish humour. Suitable pho- 
tographs of triumphant policemen holding 

i! worms’ and other apparatus seized Stills, 
from the manufacturers intersperse photo- 

graphs of Burco boilers and liebig's 
condensers distilling poitin in Belfast 
kitchens in 1977. There is even a picture 

taken in Long Kesh cencentration camp in 
1977, showing two inmates (suitably dis- 
guised) literally ‘having a jar. The ingenu- 

ity of the human spirit! 

As a form of resistance against 

authority, the home manufacture of spirit 

is surely one of the most rewarding 

McGuffin tells of Jer Sean Jer, who, when 
Stopped on his motorcycle in 1921 by the 

Black and Tans was asked “Where the hell 
did you get the petrol for that wreck, you 

Irish bastard?”. His reply “Yerra, sure ‘tis 

poitin driving the bike and ‘tis poitin 
driving the man” encapsulates all that is 
noble in the spirit of resistance. 

Nigel Pennick 

  

Peace Keeping in a Democratic Society, Robin Evallagh, Hale, £5.95, 

In many Ways this is a more Specific and upgunned version of General Kitson’s Low Intensity Operations. Evallagh is an army officer who served in Ulster and is One of many who have a burning feeling that the army was betrayed by the politi- cians (memories of Algeria, Aden and Vietnam). His chiet obsession is with the faw in relationship to government and forces, and as far as he is concerned it is just one of the weapons in the State's arsenal (despite an interesting contradiction which we will examine in a moment): “To counter terrorism success- fully the government must conduct a CO-ordinated Campaign bringing into har- mony its economic, Political, Social, legal military, police, ang Public relations ef- forts against terrorism and insurrection so that each reinforces each other.” (His 

security 
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prose is hardly precise and the tautologies 
are tiring but that's the least of Our 
worrries). With significant vagueness he 
talks about establishing Regional Com- 
missioners as the ‘civil authority’ when itis 
more likely that he is advocating 4 second 
rule of the Major Generals. His main Points 
are that soldiers should be given full Police 
powers: that all dissident Organisations 
must be fully infiltrated trom the beginning 
because obtaining information by torture 
‘can be counter-productive from @ public 
relations viewpoint’: that any citized who 
does not aid the security forces in every 
way possible should be prosecuted, (in 
fact that is the law already in case you did 
not know): the army should wear Civilian 
clothes to fight guerrillas effectively: new 
legislation should be enacted and enforced 
rigidly (the main army complaint in Ulster 
is over ‘diplomatic leniency’). 

And then he says: “The security 
forces must know in advance what the law 
's since their actions may involve killing 
people and other serious derogations of 
the normal rights and liberties of citizens”. 

It is amazing this concern of his for 
‘the law’. He complains that the army arein 
fact acting as private citizens in Ulster 
from a strictly legal standpoint (true). He 
States that the government has in fact no 
legal right to direct army operations in 

Ulster (surprisingly enough also true), 
because only a magistrate can call troops 
to assist the police and the army can act 
only in upholding the law where it is 
broken. So having clarified why most 
military operations in Ulster are already 
illegal, he then says that the Law must be 
frigid, merciless and untainted, and that 
the Government should not be allowed to 
interfere. But a few Pages later he says: 
“Unless the Army states the Government's 
case on television the rebels will win a 
Propaganda victory by default.” 

It's a boring book to put it mildly, but 
if you can keep awake it is an interesting 
Proof of state double-think in the change 
the rules game. It also shows, (not 
intentionally), that 90% of Revolutionary 
efforts must be directed at undermining 
the morale of the government and security 
forces and making even them doubt their 
own ‘cause’. How many people expected 
the most highly motivated and powerful 
army in the Middle East to collapse in a 
matter of weeks after Suffering virtually no 
casualties? 

ea     
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Out of the Ghetto, Joe Jacobs, Jane 

Simon, £3.00 

Joe Jacobs died before finishing 
these memoirs of his first twenty-six years 

in London's East End. Doubtless he'd have 
revised them once typed out though 
perhaps not as drastically as merited since 

there are really two books here: a political 

autobiography and a village tale with too 

many names for an outsider to grasp. His 

daughter as publisher and editor has 
written excellent final chapters and notes 

but refrained from revision, quite correctly 

for the author's conversational style has a 

charm in itself and only major cuts in the 

text or reconstruction of fact presentation 

might have been advisable. Lack of a 
professional publisher ought to have made 

the printers more concerned about their 
own proofs for there are far too many 
misprints; but the type is clear and on 

good paper. Some twenty illustrations 

provide pleasant surprises since there is 

no list! Again, whatever the extra cost, an 

index ought to have been provided 

Joe Jacobs (1913-1977) became a well 
Known Communist orator and activist of 
the East End in the thirties. A denizen of 
the Jewish quarter there, much of his book 

concerns its colorful characters many of 

whom worked in local small sweated-lab- 
our tailoring and furniture workshops. To 

my taste he’s too conscious of being a Jew 

and of Jewish differences to Goys or Yoks 
even if he does admit the success of many 

mixed marriages. 

He joined the CPGB because it was 
the only Party actively engaged with the 
poverty and troubles of his district. As an 
impressionable teenager he succumbed 

readily to CP brainwashing, read and did 
what he was told without question. But 
soon he had the audacity to argue with 

more obedient fellow members and even 
with myrmidons sent down from King 
Street with Party Line instructions as or- 
Gained by the Comintern. Joe had the 
honour of twice being expelled! The 

blinkers fell from his eyes in later life but 
€ven in his early days he often felt doubts 
and found it difficult to accept such 

travesties of the truth as alleged in 
Stalinist Trials that founding fathers of 
Bolshevism had all been capitalist spies 
and provocateurs, etc., etc. The shifts, 
changes, lies and silences of the CPGB 
and its Daily Worker mouthpiece get dealt 

with, though few of the many expulsions, 
but then such got little or no publicity. 
Mosley incidents are treated in detail as 
are many’local labour troubles and the 
international situation whether or not if 
affected East End residents. The Spanish 
War did since many from there took part, 
Some never to return. Three of his friends 

were the very first to fight there, his 
brother Hymie one of the last to be 
repatriated as a Franco POW 

His style of presenting the outside 
news of the day with all sorts of home and 
local and’ even personal affairs without 
break, even in the same Paragraph at 
times, does make assimilation difficult. 
But mostly he paints vivid pictures of the 
people he knew and the events he experi- 
enced. By all accounts he was a pugnaci- 
ous and opinionated fellow albeit one who 
attracted much affection Certainly, whe- 
ther in praise or the reverse, he pulls no 
punches and exhibits no inhibitions about 
naming people. The book is well worth 
buying and keeping 

Barry Duncan 

  

  

      

Ci ity and C in Russia, 
Jacques Camatte, David Brown, 60p 

This book is interesting because while 

it begins as the normal and repetitive 

introduction to a prominent marxist think- 

er - in this case the Italian Amadeo Bordi- 
ga - the presenter very surprisingly turns 

Out to be accurately critical and much 

more interested by the problem of commu- 

nism as a direct possibility for Russia, not 

the transitional period. 

In fact, Camatte does not refute 
Bordiga, but he shows all the shadows and 

weaknesses of his thinking on Russia: “he 

never questioned the proletarian socialist 

character of the Russian revolution” (p.5) - 

only towards 1950 did he admit there was a 

capitalist power in Russia. And although 
he was a follower by his abstentionism 

(criticised by Lenin in The Infantile Disor- 
der of Leftism, he criticised the internal 
regulation of the Comintern on the same 
lines as Pannekoek and Kar! Korsh, who - 

paradoxically, as Camatte Says - were 
rejected by Bordiga 

What Camatte really wants to probe is 
the problem (from p. 16 to the end) of the 
natural and internal conditions of Russia: 
was there a possibility of Passing from 
precapitalist structure toa revolutionary, a 
communist one? This focus is entirely that 
of Bakunin and Jater of Kropotkin (see 
Selected Writings on Anarchism And Re- 
volution, edited by Martin A. Miller, M.I.T. 
Press, 1970) Unfortunately, Camatte is 
only studying Marx's texts, but it is quite 
interesting that in this respect, Marx was 
very undecided. 

Camatte takes his study up till the 
Revolution and he not only does not 
slander the anarchist movements - (Kron- 
Stadt, Makhno) but he praises them. il 
should have appreciated a more detailed 
Study corresponding to the map of peas- 
ants’ revolts in 1905 and 1917-21 [p. 36]: 
what were the similarities and differences 
between anarchis and non-anarchist move- 
ments? Were there local, regional in- 
fluences which made for different trends 
in the coming to consciousness among the 
peasants?) 

And the text ends with a vigorous 
evocation of 1968 in France and Czechos- 
lovakia and the possibility of a new 

convulsive crisis. Camatte, writing in 

December 1972, repeated Bordiga’s pre- 

diction that 1975 would be the big year. It 

is a pity that neither the author nor the 

editor has tried to justify this, or to 

explain,for example, that we need take 

1975 only as a very near date, as the period 

1975-80. 
To know more about Bordiga’s marx- 

ism which strikes me as being very 

leninist, see Bordiga et /a passion du com- 

5 bli by Spartacus,Paris, 
1974, and also presented by Camatte. 

Frank Mintz 
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Lucha de Clases y Clases de Lucha 

(Electoralismo, Vida Cotidiana, Guerrilla 
y Autogestion), Santi Soler, Anagrama 

An important book this, for it is 

written by a militant who is not the least 

backward in his actions or in his writings 

Thus in the biographical sketch he gives, 

he tells us that censorship “brought about 
his somewhat forcible inactivity (1973-75)"" 
(in view of his connections with the MIL). 

A contributor to Ajoblanco, an anarchist 
“underground” magazine, and lots of other 

publications of that ilk, he has collected 
his more important articles without in any 

way falling into the hare-brained illusions 

of the socialists and Eurocommunists 
“We know we have more leeway. Who 

would deny it? Or the fact that the leeway 
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allowed to us today has changed? We have 

no idea how long this permissiveness 

which we enjoy today is going to hold 
out.” (p. 5) Let us add also that the book 
has been issued in a cheap popular pocket 

edition 
In his easy but caustic style, Santi 

Soler tosses around criticisms and sug- 
gests solutions. While those of the articles 

published prior to the elections reflect a 

disenchanted repudiation of the election 

wave: of June 1977, his writings on daily 
life-are on a quite different key 

What, in point of fact, does daily life 

consist of? How does one describe it to 
Spaniards deprived as they were of many 

publications under Franco? In fact, in a 

priest and Falange-ridden society, dancing 

to the tune of bullfights and football 
matches, with intervals for cycle races and 
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tennis tournaments, and with its momen- 
tum bewitched by emigration - meaning 
money aplenty - that is, fascism plus 
consumption, reaction against the every- 
day is essential: but conflict will be 
whittled down toa strike aimed at Securing 
a few more pesetas which will be gobbled 
up by the whirlpool of consumption 

With great clarity, Santi Soler tackles 
the description and explanation Of situa- 
tionist themes, through’ Freud and w. 
Reich and dwelling on Henri Lefevbre, 
which leads one on to councils and the 
rejection of daily exploitation. Later on, 
Soler turns to the topic of “Guerrilla 
warfare, then and now", focussing on the 
role of counter-revolution, that is to say, 
Society today, “As long as the counter- 
revolution persists (and its Promoters are 
not going to be the back-peddlers, as is 
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only too clear) guerrilla warfare will have a 

raison detre and its exponents will be 

right, in spite of anyone, even though it 

must lead them to failure.” (p. 77). There 

follow two articles on Durruti and on Ulrike 
Meinhof, showing how the German state, 
like others, has exploited some people's 
repulsion in order to deck itself out with 
gigantic strength 

The final section, “Autogestion y 
utopia (Self-Management and Utopia), 

takes the capitalist model as propagated 
by the self-management socialists apart, 
and accepts only the system of permanent 

revocability (of delegates) at all times and 

constant self-determination by the grass- 

roots: “East and West alike, only this 
makes nonsense of social hierarchy and 
the classical dualistic scheme wherein 
there are those who order and others who 
obey.” (p. 122). 

The book closes with a call for an 
anarchism full of life, revolution and 
self-determination which may announce 

“the end of our wanderings in the desert.” 

  

Alden Mason, both Pelican, £1.95 each 

Ancient, destroyed civilizations are 
often so alien to modern-day modes of 
behaviour that they can be viewed as 
models for alternative forms of organiza- 
tion. These two famous civilizations which 
flourished until their obliteration by Spa- 
nish conquistadors were almost totally 
alien to one another. Contemporary, there 
Was no contact between them. The Aztecs’ 
claim to fame is their bloody record of 
human sacrifice which horrified the Spa- 
niards doubly as a ghastly example of 

religion gone mad. The pagan rites which 
Suffused every act of Aztec life were 
almost wholly based upon sacrifice of the 

bloodiest kind - each act of the ritual 
calendar was accompanied by ceremonial 
which horrified the christian fanatics who 
beheld them 

Vaillant demonstrates that although 
the Aztec way of life was riddled with the 
bloodiest excesses, their art and archi- 
tecture were of the highest quality. A 
hierarchical system of government, from 
king downwards, parallelled that of Peru, 
but with one fundamental difference which 
| will come to in a minute. The Spanish 
Conquest of Mexico and the subsequent 
centuries of repression is a sad tale (for the 
natives) which reduced a formerly pros- 
Perous people to peonage. After 1520, 
when the conquest was finally establi- 
shed, the process of converting the Aztec 
culture into a Europaean ‘Christian’ one 
was commenced. The original stated in- 
tention of the church was to convert the 
native population into Spanish citizens 
with full civic rights, but in effect the 
natives were reduced to abject Slavery. 
Alter the destruction of the Spanish 
armada in 1588 by the English, Spanish 
Sea power was weakened, and control over 
colonies was loosened, to the detriment of 
the natives, who until then had nominally 

ben protected from the worst excesses of 
Slavery. From then until the Revolution, 
the pattern of peonage was established. 

Peru forms a marked contrast, though 
d 

ofject, and its placement, was designed 

with regard to its religious function in the 

overall scheme of things 

  

      

When the Spanish arrived, the wealth 

that was in the possession of the Pagan 

church and the emperor astounded them. 
It was looted and found its way back to the 

coffers of Europe and gave the nascent 
discipline of capitalism a much-needed 
boost. Peru, shorn of the beneficial as- 
pects of its state - the welfare system - 

became another colony to be exploited by 

the Christian church and its Spanish 
overlords. 

Nigol 
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Remarkably, Peru had a unique system of 
government - a socialist empire.At the top 

of the hierarchy was the Inca, an all- 
powerful priest-king, spiritual embodiment 

of the sun and his people. His power was 

limited by custom only. As a lineal 

descendant of the sun he ruled by divine 
fight and was worshipped and implicitly 

obeyed as being himself divine. However, 
the empire was not organized in the 
manner of modern European monarchies - 
not even on the lines of Louis XIV’s 
despotism. All land was the property of the 
State and was communally worked. Most 
of the llama herds were also state proper- 
ty, as were the mines. 

These were the only means of produc- 

tion. The state insured the people against 

hunger, exploitation, unnecessary hard- 
ship, and all kinds of want, yet regimented 
the population, leaving it no choice, 
independence or initiative. It was the 
authoritarian welfare state par excellence - 
a form of non-theoretical fascism. There 
was a large class of nobles and priests, 
supported by the masses. Heavy taxes 
were levied on the peasants, for the benefit 

of the clergy and aristocracy. 
However, in common with most an- 

cient societies who had religious faith, 
there was no objection to this imperial 

socialism. Each act of life, as in Axtec 
Mexico, was viewed as an act of worship of 
the sun-god and his attendants. Each 
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Health Care in New China, K.K. Jain, 
Rodale Press, £4.95 

Since the 1969 Cultural Revolution, 
health care in China has undergone a 
radical trasformation. Or. Jain’s “book 
provides a valuable overview of how 
Chinese medicine is organised and how it 
functions and at the same time contrasts it 
vividly with the Western health system. Dr. 

__—_ a 
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Jain illustrates how doctors and other 
paramedical workers such as barefoot 
doctors, midwives and herbalists effect- 

ively combine to provide adequate and 

comprehensive health care for the Chines 

people, in spite of their limited resources. 

Modern Western medicine is blended with 

the more traditional systems such as 

acupuncture, herbal medicine, remedial 
massage and T’ai Chi and, of course, with 
a heavy dose of political ideology. The 

is closely linked to the 
ideologies of Chairman Mao, and no doubt 
most of their medical progress has resul- 
ted from the fusion of medicine and 
politics. However, Dr. Jain comments that 

recitations of Mao's quotations prior to the 

Start of a Surgical operation appears more 

like a religious ritual than scientific treat- 

ment. Not that the Chinese are overcon- 
cerned with scientific method. The em 
phasis is more never-mind-how-it-works-if 

it’s-useful-then-use-it 

“Heal the wounded, rescue the aying 

Practice revolutionary humanitarianism!” 

Mao stressed the need for medical workers 
to live closely among and to serve all the 

Population,80% of which lives in rural 
areas. As a result, the medical service is 
largely decentralised with each rural area 

administered by a group of 15-20 com- 
munes (a county). Professional hierarchy 

ts minimal and there are no clear cut 
distinctions between doctors and nurses. 
A doctor is fully trained after three years 
and qualifies automatically without sitting 
any examinations. Admission is based on 
criteria such as the individual's motivation 
to study medicine, his or her ability to 
identify with the masses and a recommen- 
dation by the Communist Party stating 
that he or she has studied the teachings of 
Chairman Mao. Barefoot doctors are peas- 
ant workers who give treatment ‘without 
leaving productive work’. The counterpart 
of a barefoot doctor in a factory is called a 
worker doctor. Both receive a basic train- 
ing of three to six months They are able to 
deal with about 80% of ailments themsel- 
ves, referring more serious complaints to 
the local hospital. Minus the politics, 
much of the Chinese health care system 
could form a basis for an anarchist 
alternative to medicine 

Dr. Jain's assessment is probably 
overoptimistic, as he, himself, admits. He 
was not allowed to travel freely in China 
and he notes that doctors were ‘less than 
frank’ in answer to some questions due to 
the presence of non-medical Politicians 
who monitored their conversations. Even 
SO, One comes away with the feeling that 
the achievements in Chinese medicine are 
impressive. We can all learn a lot from this 
book. So the next time someone grumbles 
about the imminent collapse of our health 
service, think on 

    

health system 

Alan Fairlamb 
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Workers Against the Gulag, Pluto, £1.95, 
and Syndicalisme et Libertes en Union 
Sovietique, Maspero 

In London and in Paris, two very 
similar books have been published. Pluto 
has given us Workers Against the Gulag, 
whilst Maspero of Paris has given us 
Syndicalisme et libertes en Union Soviet- 
ique. Whilst the introductions attempt to 
give a particular slant, the texts of the 
books are a devastating denunciation of 
life as it is lived in the Soviet Union. “Life 
is hard in the Soviet Union. It is harder if 
you are a worker. you are paid on a 
plece-rate system; how much is paid is 
decided by the management _." We are 
shown how bonuses are not paid out, how 
labour legislation is not observed, how 
women have the lowest jobs, creches are 
few and far between, how food is Scarce, 
expensive and in short Supply, how elec- 
trical household goods are expensive and 
how only a tiny percentage of working- 
class couples possess them (where fridges 
are concerned the figures are 0.4% in 
Leningrad and 13.5% in Kostroma.) Then 
there is the housing shortage: and “medi- 
Cal care for the majority of the Population 
is of low quality”, though the ruling class 
enjoys special de luxe hospital facilities. 
The Quality of education is uneven except 
in good centres where admission is gained 
by “string-pulling”. While 97.5% of wage- 
earners are union members (the figure is from 1972), the union leadership is appoin- 
ted by the government, and the Current chief of the unions is a former Minister of the Interior. So much for defending the workers! In the factories, the Plant com- 
mittees are appointed by the leadership 
and the union concerns itself solely with 

discipline and meeting the ministry's 

plans. Every worker carries a Pass book in 
which reprimands are noted down. This 
list does not even refer to the lack of 
freedom or to political repression. A 
Gesription of daily life is sufficient to 
account for the Soviet workers’ reaction 
and struggle against the USSR. 

  

   

nthe , eof 
allnations and alities 
of jp country. 

*Article1. The Constitution of 
the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Reputiice Comt #th 1974) 

    

Doubtless seizing upon the new cli- 
Mate created by intellectual dissidence, a 
Press conference with Western journalists 
was called on 25th November 1977 in a 
worker's apartment. The journalists heard 
an announcement that an independent 
trade union of workers had been set up. At 
4 second meeting on 26th January the 
union's statutes were revealed and a list 
distributed of 110 male and female workers 
from every one of the Pepublics of the 
USSR, all of them Protesting an unjust 
punishments at work and bad working 
conditions. They seek, not revolution, but 
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“observance of the law". They met, and 
decided to get organised, in the waiting 

rooms of the USSR Central Committee in 
Moscow, where they realised that they 
were all victims of infustice. Since then, 
many members have been arrested and 

sent either to jail or into mental hospitals. 

The workers’ communiques to the 

west speak for themselves: “The only 
reason” (for the rejection of their com- 
plaints) “is that we are decent, principled 
people who have come out against bribery, 
swindling, theft of socialist property, 
concealment of industrial accidents and 
other abuses by the managers at the 
enterprises where we used fo work." (From 
a document signed by 35 people, addres- 

ses given, dated 20 May 1977) “We are 

middle aged people (35 to 45 years old) 

with more than a decade of working 
experience. We have been deprived of work 

for periods of one to five years.” 
“The whole country is gripped in a 

corrosive mould of bureaucratism. This 
has been witnessed by us and by our 
comrades in misfortune, who have grown 
to over 200. We worked in various enterpri- 
ses in over 150 different cities and gegions 
of the country.” (Signed by 43 people on 1 
February 1978.) 

Out of 47 members of the union, 19 
were sacked for having criticised working 
conditions on the basis of existing legis- 
lation; and four of them were evicted from 
their homes which went with the job. Three 

were heroes of labour (that is, the best 
workers, professionally and politically, in 

their firms). Five were ex-servicement or 

lost their parents in the world war. In spite 

of a law which makes work compulsory, 8 

individuals have been refused work. Of 
these, two have been five years without 
work and another has not worked in ten 

years. Out of the 47, 23 have been or are 
held in mental hospitals. 

Another list of 106 union members 
indicates that 22 have been committed to 
asylums, two were arrested and two 
defeated efforts to have them committed 
to asylums 

One chapter deals with strikes in the 

USSR, beginning with the rash of strikes in 
1962 against rises in the price of meat and 
milk products, which took place in many 
cities including Moscow. The most impor- 
tant strike was that in the Ukrainian city of 
Novocherkassk. In that city, in addition to 
the aforementioned price rises, it was 
announced that piece work rates in the 
largest plant, making electric locomotives, 
would be cut by 30%. The workers struck 
and demonstrated along with their families 
and other Sympathisers. The “militia” 
Stepped in but were seen off. The C.P. 
bigwigs made good their escape. The army 
arrived equipped with tanks and a detach- 
Ment from the KGB. The date? 2nd June 
1962. The troops were ordered to open fire, 

whereupon one officer took out his Party Card, tore it to shreds, then shot himself in the head. A number of soldiers refused to shoot; but the KGB troops opened fire 
with machineguns. Some 100 people died. 
The city was cordoned off and an effort 
made to hush up the affair. The strikers 
were sentenced and imprisoned. 

We know of other strikes such as the 
One in Priuluk, a Ukrainian city of some 
100,000 inhabitants. Following an incident 
in which a worker had been beaten to death 
by “militiamen”, the workers insisted that 
the militiamen be removed; after lynching 
Several of them and threatening to blow up 
4 pipeline passing through the city. The 
Outcome is unknown 

The French book includes testimony 
on the prospects for the USSR, from 
dissident intellectuals and workers who 
have recently been expelled. Boris Weil 
believes that the regime is solid and 
Stable, “thanks” to aid from the West and 
the passivity of the population. “God 
forbid we should have war” the Soviet 
citizen thinks to himself, which means he 
can put up with all the rest. So if China did 
not exist, the USSR would have invented 
it. Weil goes on to say that even the worker 
who strikes or does as little work as 
possible is ready to serve the regime “in 
tanks in Czechoslovakia, Romania or 
wherever"; That a worker badgered by the 
Party on account of his protests “will get 
no backing from his workmates” because 
“Soviet society, at every level is demorali- 

sed. Lies, corruption, cynicism have see- 

ped through every pore, into every stratum 
of the population.” And Boris concludes, 

  

“there are people, though, intellectuals 
and workers, who dare to challenge the 
System and its morality: and this goes to 
show that there is still hope.” 

Bielotserkovsky is emphatic that nei- 
ther the workers, nor the cadres, not the 
engineers, even if they are used to 
miserable living conditions, can put up 
with “the anarchic bureaucracy and arbit- 
rariness in the Management of enterpri- 
ses.” 

The worker, Valentin Ivanov, stresses 
the lesson to be learned from the recent 
Past; speaking of demands being made 
2000 kilometres away from, and 15 years 
after, the 1962 strike in Novercherkassk, 
the attitude is : “Demonstrations achieve 
nothing. Even if the entire town takes part, 
they will simply send in the tanks to whip 
us back into line.” Add to this the military 
Service which is long ans strict, and during 
which the habit of submission is inculca- 
ted. Nontheless, the workers have a lively 
interest in the thinking of the dissident 
intellectuals and are very well aware that 
the situation is deteriorating, but ... “it will 
take slow, progressive reforms before 
things can change. And that is possible 
only if people are free to express their 
Opinions and life is allowed to follow its 
course..." 

It is notable how far this is from any 
libertarian presence, even though a clan- 
destine bulletin was issued by students in 

Leningrad in March 1979, a bulletin which 
Carried extracts from Bakunin and Marcu- 
se. One can see, too, how the military and 

repressive potential rules out the very 

thought of violent reaction. Yet there are 
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the recent examples of Berlin in 1953, 
Hungary in 1956, Czechoslovakia in 1968 
and Poland in 1970; there might be 
changes at the top of the Party, easing the 

pressure; or a spontaneous outburst cau- 
sed by increases in the cost of living, 
forcing the regime into at least a temporary 

retreat. Until one fine day - like here - the 

retreat is not just temporary but definitive. 

In practical terms, we can help in two 

real ways: by means of official protests to 
the embassies or sending them direct to 

the dissidents’ addresses, because, in the 
build-up to the Moscow Olympics, the 
USSR does not want any outstanding 
Problems. Or we can hand out leaflets 
during cultural or sporting events and slip 

them in with shipments of goods destined 
for communist countries. There is a 
co-ordination for anti-authoritarians deal- 
ing with the Eastern bloc. Its address is: 
M. Gomez, 15 Rue Gracieuse, 75005 Paris, 
france. 

Martin Zemliak 

rr 

The Guillotine at Work. Vol. I: The 
Leninist Counter Revolution, Gregory 
Maximoff, Cienfuegos Press, £6.50(h/b) 

This book was first published in 
Chicago in 1940 under the auspices of a 
number of comrades’ groups: this latest 
reissue contains an introduction by Sam 
Dolgoff which places both the author and 
book in their context 

Written some forty years ago, the 
book is complementary to, and more 
'mportant than, two other basic Studies of 
the period, Boris souvarine’s. Stalin and 
Anton Giliga’s La Pays du Mensange 
Deconcertant. Whereas Souvarine cast 
light upon Stalin's carrer and the soviet 
system, and Ciliga relived his evolution 
from enthusiastic partisan through dissi- 
dent to final opposition to the USSR, Ma- 
ximoff is alone in dismantling the official 
apparatus and delineating the system of 
repression ona year by year basis. Neither 
Melgunov's The Red Terror (1924) nor 
Slozhenitsyn's Gulag Archipelago (1974 ff) 
had the patience and cold-blooded app- 
roach needed to accumulate data; and 
neither offered any explanation as to the 
basis of the Bolsheviks’ popularity. 

By contrast, Maximoff is as scrupu- 
lousasa book-keeper and has a botanist’s 
eye for detail as he relates the deaths for 
which Lenin was responsible and reviews 
the words spoken by Lenin. One can detect 
three parallel topics in his book: (1) 
Leninism.and its various aspects; (2) the 
repression as a day to day, as well as a 
judicial phenomenon; (3) the fate of the 
anarchists, and the anarchists’ analysis of 
the USSR. 

Lenin's complete works, in Russian, 

run to S7 volumes; and Maximoff Scrutini- sed everythin concerned with the years following 1917, against the backcloth of frepression. In 1917 Lenin adopted anar- chist-style slogans, and his Party was Preaching that...“officialdom, the bureau- Cracy, are replaced either with the direct Power of the people Or, at least, are repla- ced under the Special control, becoming not only elected deputies, but ones that can be removed at the first Popular demand, being indeed reduced to the Position of pure and simple delegates... remunerated on a scale 

  

  

  
  

exceed the regular wage of a skilled wor- 
ker” (p. 22). 

Lenin himself explained the reason for this pose when he observed: “All agree in Characterising the Prevailing mood of the Masses as one nearing despair and as one Giving rise to the generally acknowledged fact of growing Anarchist influence’(p.57). This did not Prevent him from stating, 
when once in power in November 1917, in answer to the criticism that he had passed @ host of decrees without reference to the delegates from the Soviets, that: “The new which does not Power had to brush aside various formali- 
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ties which might have raised serious 

obstacles. The moment was too serious 
and under the circumstances no delay 

could be permitted.” (p. 34). 

One could believe that this was force 
of circumstance, or that Lenin was a pure 

and noble fellow even if he did keep bad 
company*- Trotsky and Stalin. But the 
anarchistic veneer was already beginning 

to evaporate towards'the end of 1917. (it 

had, by the way, Made not an iota of 

difference to the vertical, hierarchical 
Structure of the-Party.) 

“The State is an institution built up for 
the sake of exercising violence ...We want 
to organise violence in the interest of the 
people” 22.11.1917 (p. 48). And, as we are 
reminded yearly by Pravda, 27.12.1917 was 
the date of the “the setting up of the Cheka 
on Lenin's instigation”. But the ultimate is 
found in a pamphlet The Immediate Tasks 

of the Soviet Power (dating from April 

1918) in which a call is made “to apply 
much of what is progressive and scientific 
in Taylor's system” (p. 62). And as to 
discipline: “we must learn to blend the 
democracy of public debate among the 
mass of workers, which cascades with all 
the vigour of a spring flood, with iron 
discipline during work and with unques- 

tioning subordination to the will of a single 
individual, the soviet leader, during the 
hours of work. This we have not yet 
learned to do. But we shall.” “A dictator- 
ship is an iron power, Possessing revolu- 

tionary daring and swiftness of action, 
ruthless in crushing exploiters as well as 
hooligans. But our power is excessively 
soft, very often resembling jelly rather than 
iron” (p. 65). 

Lenin the organiser of the Cheka, was 
not mealy-mouthed; “I say to myself: Yes 

we have to be on our guard and bear well in 
mind that the Cheka is necessary” (p. 97). 
“The philistines shout and howl: ‘The 
Bolsheviks have introduced shootings.” 
Our answer should be : ‘Yes, we did, and 
we did it purposefully.’ " (p. 99). 

And this in 1919: “Newcomers in our 
Party are not getting much deadway. The 
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Party convention decided upon a Special 
membership re-registration. Bandits, graf- 
ters, adventurers caught by us within the 
Party are being shot and will be shot in the 
future.” (p. 96) 

A staunch ‘Marxist would argue that 
there is nothing shocking in all this, that it 
was required by the circumstances, that 
after all the N.E.P. had been decreed, 
allowing a measure of bourgeois commer- 
ce in the supply of goods and foodstuffs: 
But, how does he explain away the year 
1921, with its repression of Kronstadt and 
the Ukraine? Why, capitalist provocation! 
Let us look elsewhere then, to the Party 
and internal criticisms. Lenin ‘answered 
these: “The Opposition is finished. The lid 
has been clamped down on its activities: 
And now enough of the Opposition for us.” 
(p. 263) 

What had this Workers’ Opposition 
been saying? Remaining inside the Party 
ranks, and Opposing the Kronstadt upris- 
ing, Kollontal and her comrades argued 
that the unions and workers’ councils were 
quite capable of organising the economy 
without the Party, which should confine its 
activities to politics alone. But the militant 
Miasnikov levelled a broader criticism 
when he came to spell out his position. 
Maximoff extracts several Paragraphs from 
this document: 

“On ihe very eve of what was virtually 
4 general strike in Petrograd (prior to the 
Kronstadt revolt) we did not know that this 
strike was going to come off although we 
had Communists in every department. We 

only knew that it was being prepared and 
led. What does this mean? It means that 
the working class has fenced itself off 

from the Communists by an impenetrable 
wall and the party is no more aware of this 

than were the sleuths of the Tsar's time. 
The workers dubbed the “comcell” (Com- 
munist cell) “Comsleyth”. Why did they do 

this? Will you tell me that they penalise the 
Communist Party forno reason at all? [nat 
freedom of the press was granted and still 

is granted for the working class? My 
answer must be in the negative. The 
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working class penalises the Party because 
the methods which the party worked out in 
1918-1920 to deal with the bourgeoisie are 
now (in 1921) being practised upon the 
working class. This cannot go on.” (p.267). 

“We have freedom of speech in the 
markets, at the railway Stations, in the 
trains, at the docks, but not in the 
factories and villages. There the Che-Ka 
vigilantly watches over the good behavior 
of workers and peasants” (p. 267). 

Miasnikoy also describes the position 
inside the Party. “Freedom of Opinion in 
the Party is being Suppressed by the 
foulest means.” (p.268). “If one of the 
Party rank and file dares to have an opinion 
of his own, he is looked upon as a heretic 
and people scoff at him, saying: ‘Wouldn't 
llyitch (Lenin) have come to this idea if it 
were timely now?...You want to be cleverer 
than Ilyitch!’ This is the typical ‘agrumen- 
tation’ of the honorable Communist frater- 
nity.” (p. 268). 

The man bringing all these charges “is 
@ proletarian who never had anything, a 
proletarian who has been in the party for 
fifteen years, who has been a party 
member in Russia and not abroad. | spent 
seven and a half years of the eleven years 
of my party membership before 1917 in 
Prisons and at hard labour, with a total of 

seventy five days in hunger strikes. | was 
mercilessly beaten and subjected to other 

tortures. 1 had to “hobo” my way back and | 
escaped, not abroad, but for party work 
here in Russia. To me one can grant at 

least a little freedom of press, at least 
within the party. Oris it that | must leave or 

be expelled from the party as soon as | 

disagree with you in the evaluation of 
social forces? Such simplified treatment 
evades, but does not tackle our problems.” 

Miasnikov was arrested by the Che- 
Ka. Lenin's anarchistic glow had been only 
a ploy by which to seize power. “A good 

communist is ipso facto a good Chekist” 

(1920, a speech on the question of 
cooperation). 

Theré are yearly statistics of repres- 

sion, some drawn from Gheka sources 
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which boast of using shootings. torture 
and widespread hostage taking The effec 
tiveness of the repression is soberly 

assessed by Maximoff Shootings were 

the price of promotions” (p.79). Conse 
quntly. prisoners’ hunger strikes were 
pointless: they were left to die some 
committed suicide. others were consigned 

to asylums. Anti-Semitism was rampant 

and every library was purged of “harmful 

books, the Bible, Kant, Plato and so on. up 
to Bakunin. Official Cheka sources for 
1918 list some 245 uprisings, 8124 deaths 
and 42,254 sent to prison. For 1920, 6,872 
shot (officially - though Maximoff thinks 

the true figure is nearer to 30,000); 1921 
(the year of the famine brought about by 

Lenim’s policies) saw 5.200.000 perish. 
In Maximoff’s view, the new class in 

Power did not need ownership of the 

means of production, enjoying as it did 
“unlimited power over the entire popula- 
tion” (p.236). “The army, fleet, police, 

courts and a monopoly of legal murders 

being at its disposal are powerful weapons 
for the consolidation and perpetuation of 
its domination and privileges. Through the 
Schools and universities, its ranks are 

replaced by way of an artificial and 
hereditary selection.” z)p. 326) 

Stalin's purges brought stability to the 
process, affording bourgeois luxury and 
consumer goods to a new class compris 

    

  

   

  

   

    

    
ing rich peasants (kulaks), communists 
and the highest paid workers. These “are 
fully aware that they owe their prosperity 
to the existing regime and they are devoted 
to it body and soul. Those classes want 
not revolutionary progress but the preser- 
vation of 
nature 

the sfafus quo..\ts intrinsic 

destines Bolshevism to develop 

ive of person- 

The closing chapter “Whither Rus- 
Sia?” is extraordinarily perceptive. “Under 
Conditions of terror, of absolute material 
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dependence upon the state (that is, the 
bureaucracy) man’s behavior can be actua- 

ted only by fear. it determines his daily 

behaviour towards his fellow men. | 
determines the attitude of the worker 
peasant, doctor, engineer, writer, artist 
towards their work and their fellow wor- 

Kers.” (p. 330). “A grasping individualism 
takes the place of moral responsibility and 
a responsible attitude toward labour pro- 
perty and collective opinion, towards mas 
as such, his sense of dignity and the value 
of life. Pride and human dignity are 
becoming rare qualities To promote 
this corruption has become the duty of 
every Russian citizen, irrespective of age, 
sex and status.” (p. 332) 

“All Russia is dark in the long arctic 
night. But the morning is inevitable.” 
(p. 337) 

The harsh lesson, then? Merely the       
  

Next time youre alone 
in the house... 

take your mind off things with a 
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Anarchist Review   80 

VIEWS 2a oa 
reality reflected today in all the Eastern 

bloc countries, in Cuba and in Asia and 
Aftica: An oppressive affliction which 

was, nevertheless, cast off in 1953 in East 

Berlin and ater in Hungary. Poland and 
Czechoslovakia and occasionally inside 

the USSR itself. The accumulation of 
corpses and suffering cannot assuage the 
thirst for vengeance and exploitation 

Marsism-Leninism, just like capitalism. 

nourishes those who will bury it. In 1956. 
in Budapest, the people (the photgraphs 
show us they were workers. children and 
the old) burned, alinve or dead. the bodies 
of several members of the Hungarian 

Cheka: which just goes to show that no 
people can be so stupified that they will 

not awaken some day 

Martin Zemliak 

  

The Third World War, General Sir John 
Hackett, Sidgwick & Jackson 

This book is supposed to be an excercise 
in futurology. In fact it is one of the 
crudest, crassest, and most boring bits of 

Propaganda that have ever been written. 
Hackett ‘phrophesies’ that because Britain 
and Europe have forced back the tide of 
Socialism, welfare state, and namby-pam- 

by attitudes in the late seventies they are 

able to defeat Russian agression in 1985 
Needless to say the whole thing is a party 
Political broadcast on behalf of the mili- 
tarist party who want to have defence 
estimates swollen and their own little 

Parishes of power upgunned. In every way 

't ls the opposite of John Keegan's book 
for there is no mention of the cannon 
fodder except in multiples of thousands 
and the generals are described like chess 

grand masters who are revered by their 
fellow citizens; (One is even described as a cult hero). Such a grotesque self-image can only be described as terrifying. 

A.B. 

——— 

Ecotopia, Emest Callenbach, Pluto 
Press, £1.20 

This is an important book -whfch 
should not be taken seriously. Let me 
explain what this novel is about before 
justifying the contradiction. 

It is 1999 and the north west seaboard 
of the US is called Ecotopia having 
seceded nearly twenty years back. A 
jounalist from the US is sent by the 
American president on a semi-official 
mission to see if there can be any form of 
re-establishing relations, and the book is 
made up of his despatches and diary 

entries as he observes this society. Obvi- 

ously it is all describing the author's vision 
” of an ideal society which is non-wasteful, 

in tune with nature, and basically liberta- 

rian. In fact the blurb describes it as a 
blending of socialist and anarchist ideas 
which is inaccurate for in reality it repre 
sents the ‘market socialism’ of the Peter 
Jay/ Mondragon/Jugoslav way of thinking 
within a pluralist decentralised state 

Evidently an Anarchist purist can only 

regard it as reformism at best, but it would 

be wisest to study this incresingly fashi- 
Onable concept without too much preju- 

dice and then make a detailed critique. In 

Ecotopia inheritance has been abolished 
and the economy is based on sifmanaged 

worker co-operatives competing within a 
market system, but only allowed a maxi- 

mum twenty hour week to ensure full 
employment and prevent waste through 

over-production. The state was set up by 

the ruling feminist Survivalist party and all 
decison making and taxation is decentra- 
lised. All profits have to be invested in the 
central bank to help other co-operatives 

and no one can invest in or otherwise 
control a self-managed co-operative. This 
book is unconvincing on the political plane 
simply because it falls into the old trap of 
believing that the right leaders will emerge 
and that they can be democratically 
controlled. It also hazes over difficult areas 
and even concedes that there will be 
prisons, allbeit very different, and counter- 
intelligence agents (i.e. secret police) 

However, the book is effective in its 
description of the change in social and 

sexual relations, especially the latter. At 
times though it can be irritating even in 

these areas when everyone seems to be 

‘creative’, intelligent, and meaningful in an 

  

elitist Californian dream left over from the 
Sixties. But without doubt Callenbach’s 
Strength lies in his treatment of alternative 
tecknology and his advocated Stable-state 
system of industry where a harmony is 
established so that nature is not exploited 
to the detriment of future generations 

Unintentionally, Ecotopia raises the 
issue of collective selfishness in a liber- 
farian society, by that | mean a commu- 
nity, which is fortunately viable due to its 
existing expertise, and natural resources 
but which keeps them to itself so as to 
Protect its own experiment. One of the 
basics of Anarchism is Obviously its total 
Statelessness and internationalism which 
logically denies all forms of immigration 
control. And yet we cannot ignore the way 
@ nascent Anarchist society could be upset 

by refugees from famine or repression 
Pouring in like a lifeboat being overturned 
after a shipwreck. 

This is a book which | would recom- 
mend every libertarian to read even though 

the political side is naive, for it is a very 

thought-provoking excercise as far as the 
construction of a new society goes. 

A.B 

a 
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The Face of Battle, John Keegan, 

Penguin, £1.25 

This book is a landmark in military 
history writing because it sets out to 

subvert the norms of industry. Keegan is a 

historian in the Tolstoyan tradition of 

debunking the authoritarian interpretation 

of history, and his book has such great 
insight, analysis and well expressed ob- 

servation that is is tempting to quote from 

it continually. Throughout he contrasts the 
theory of war, its ideals, and the utterly 
different reality. It is not the brilliance of 

generals that wins battles, but the stupi- 

dity of their opponents in most cases. 

ee 
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Like politicians winning elections it is 

a negative process, not a positive one. But 

why do men obey orders to kill and fight 

others like themselves? Keegan is prob- 

ably right when he says that it is a mixture 

of fear of punishment, and more import- 
antly fear of losing the respect of their 

fellow men. It is a pity that he did not 

develop this line of enquiry and examine 

the male myths in the ultimate macho 

society - the army 

Over half of the book consists of 
examining three battles, Agincourt, Wa- 
terloo and the Somme, and showing how 
the reality that the soldiers experienced 

was so different from the glib sterilised 
accounts that have been accepted as ‘his- 

tory’. Funnily enough one realises when 

reading ail this that guerrilla wartare is 
subversive in yet another way. It defies the 

dramatic unities of time, place and action 

and hence confounds the hack tableau 
Painter and hero-making worshipper of 

generals 

The Face of Battle is certainly not the 
sort of book which one would expect from 

the Senior Lecturer in War Studies at 
Sandhurst. Especially the last paragraph 
“The young have already made their deci- 
sion. They are increasingly unwilling to 
serve as conscripts in armies they see as 
ornamental. The militant young have taken 

that decision a stage further: they will 
fight for the causes which they profess not 

through the mechanisms of the state and 
its armed power but, where necessary 
against them, by clandestine and guerrilla 

methods. It remains for armies to admit 

  

that the battles of the future will be fought 

in never-never land. While the great ar- 
moured hosts face each other across the 
boundary between east and west, no 

soldier on either side will concede that he 
does not believe in the function for which 
he plans and trains. As long as states put 

weapons in their hands, they will show 

each other the iron face of war. But the 
Suspicion grows that battle has already 

abolished itself.” 
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Fontamara, Ignazio Silone, Journeyman 
Press, £1.00 

This 1930 classic, first published in 
the UK in 1934, ought to be on ali 
libertarian shelves so it is good to see a 

fresh edition available. 
It is the true tale of a poverty stricken 

mountain village in southern Italy at the 
time of Mussolini's rise to power, of 
downtrodden simple peasants with never 
the time from toil to rise out of their 
ignorance, of how in the past they'd been 
exploited by slick townsmen who bought 
“enoblement” with their gains and then in 
the present by as slick myrmidons of 
Mussolini who wormed their way into 
power to their own benefit; of how fear 
spread in cities and countryside until 
fascist spores had tarnished all Italy with 

its mould 
Justifyably or not, Fontamara was 

decided to be a hotbed of revolt so 
vanloads of blackshirts were sent up to 
slaughter its inhabitants. Thus was mus- 
solini’s early power structure cemented by 

the blood of those who refused to kowtow 
and rebelled against his growing tyranny. 
But twenty years after the destruction of 

Fontamara, Mussolini's own people in the 
north of Italy were to prove that the blood 

he had spilt had also fuelled the fire of 
freedom lovers who eventually caught and 
strung him up from the nearest lamp-post. 

Silone himself died in August 1978, as 
old as the century for he was born on its 
first mayday. He had known Lenin and 

Trotsky, was a founder of the Italian 

Communist party, but became one of the 
first “outside” people to cut adrift because 

of Stalin's ways 
Without becoming an active Trots- 

kyist he exploited his literary powers as an 
anti-fascist in exile and inside in the 
underground movement. After the war he 

was elected to the Italian Assembly as 2 

socialist but later on rejected all official 

creeds in favour of independence. 
In 1950 in The God That Failed he told 

how his disenchantment began at the 1927 

Comintern. The Russians presented a 
resolution of censure against Trotsky for 
his analysis of the China question and 
denouncement of Chiang Kei Shek and the 
Kuomintang which was entirely against 
Stalin's recent opinion. (Trotsky was cor- 
rect as massacres of Chinese communists 

was shortly to prove.) But only the 
Russians had seen the document; all the 

foreign delegates agreed to the censure 
without question - except for Silone who 
refused until the document had been 
presented and read by all. When he, (with 
Togliatti and the French and Swiss Treint 

and Humbert-Droz) stood firm, Stalin 
Suavely said that the resolution must be   

withdrawn since only unanimous deci- 
sions were acceptable in the Comintern 
For all that, some time later, it was 

announced that the Executive of the Cl had 
censured Trotsky for the document. (It was 
then of course that the latter was exiled to 
the east and subsequently from the USSR.) 
Stalin's organisational powers had com- 
pletely defeated Trotsky and his adherents 
in the Party. Silone's account well shows 

how the Cl had been packed by Stalin's 
men and others who saw how the wind 
blew and decided, weakly or snidely, to 
run with it 

Barry Duncan 

Complaints and Disorders. The Sexual 
Politics of Sickness, Barbara Ehrenreich 
and Deirdre English, Writers and 

Readers; .85p 

Medicine, like other well-paid profes- 

sions, is dominated by men. Therefore 
much of its theory has been misogynist in 
nature. During the Nineteenth Century, 
which Complaints and Disorders covers so 
well, the medical view of women changed 
little since the time of Hippocrates. One 
must bearin mind that this is an American 
book: the power and influence of the 
American Medical Association has meant 
that the usual injustices and inequalities 
are exaggerated. Doctors make more mo- 
ney from “women's illnesses” (just as they 

make more money treating cancer and 
heart diseases, both rich men’s illnesses) 
One need only note the much higher 
numbers of hysterectomies (an Ancient 

Greek word if ever there was one), mastec- 
tomies and Caesarian births performed in 
America. 

The authors cite two traditional views 
of women: The upper classes (those who 
could afford large medical fees) were weak 
and sickly, while the lower classes were 
strong, but disease-carrying. This dicho- 
tomy bears a close similarity to traditional 
views of other exploited minorities: Neg- 
foes, for instance, were believed to be 
much more capable of extreme physical 
hardship, yet too feeble to run their own 

lives. Most of these prejudices carry 
built-in contradictions. One mentioned 
here is the belief that woman was ruled by 
her uterus, which made her very emotional 
{still considered a negative quality), but at 
the same time she was Supposed to be 

repelled by sex. Yet doctors in the 

Nineteenth Century suspected the exist- 

ence (and threat) of female sexuality. 

The book details all kinds of barbaric 
Operations performed on women who 
masturbated or were “troublesome”. It 
also goes into the American obsession 

with hygiene and describes how anxieties 
about disease were often projected on to 
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“inferior” races (or on to women’s geni- 
tals). The hygiene issue might have been 

explored a little further, though, consider- 
ing the massive sales of vaginal douches, 
deodorants and deodorant tampons in 
America 

The book goes on to trace the advent 
of psychiatry, with its same genital ob- 

session, and especially the mysteries of 
the uterus. Tranquillisers have now taken 
the place of crank remedies and surgery for 
“women’s problems”, and it is still widely 

accepted that physical or mental break- 
downs are caused by something innately 
wrong with woman, rather than the life she 

is forced to lead. 
The authors conclude with a call for 

women to take a more active role in 
medicine by forming self-help groups 
where lay, but trained women can help 

others. Interesting as this book is, and full 
of fascinating illustrations, | felt it was too 
short. The authors might also have called 
for all women to demand a female gynae- 

cologist or obstetrician if that is what they 
prefer, and | suspect most women do 

The women’s movement is making its 
influence felt in the field of mental health. 
Jean Baker Miller's Toward a New Psy- 
chology of Women explores ways for the 
psychologist to consider women as wo- 

men (and not as the creatures imagined by 
Victorian doctors). 

The book begins with a definition of 
the relationship between men and women 

as that between a dominant and a subor- 
dinate group. Interesting parallels are 

Grawn between the behaviour expected of 

women and the behaviour expected of 

Negroes: both, for example, often had to 

pretend to be dumb to get what they 

wanted 
Jean Baker Miller feels that the 

position in which men have put themselves 

and women is not healthy for either sex; 

both have to restrict their behaviour to 
what is expected of their particular sex 

role. Women, she argues, have developed 

many positive character traits (such as the 
ability to co-operate with others and deal 

with problems at an intimate, emotional 

level) which, in the past have been 
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considered weak (“unmanly”), yet can. in 

REVIEWS 
fact, be strengths. She feels that men have 
denied themselves the ability to be weak in 

ways expected only of women. (Witness 

the male politicians’ put-down of Berna- 

dette Devlin as “emotional” when she 
slapped Reginald Maudling after the 
“Bloody Sunday” killings.) 

It is important, she argues, for women 
to recognise some of these characteristics 

as strengths and to build on them, rather 
than to aim for the cold, authoritarian 
“manly” strengths. Of course she is 

talking of conventionai attitudes, and 

admits herself that if attitudes were not 
changing at this moment then she would 
not be in a position to write this book 

The author suggeststhat it is a good 
thing for men and women to recognise that 

a conflict exists, and to build construc- 
tively on that recognition. If the conflict is 

not recognised men will continue to 

assert that it is non-existent, while women 

will continue to believe that there is 
something innately wrong with them 
When someone suffers from a depressive 
illness, often the first sign of improvement 

is that they recognise the conflict, then try 

to resolve it. Jean Baker Miller feels that 
this is what is happening to women today 

Perhaps if men and women finally get 
Gown to understanding that the conflict 

involves both of them there will be less 

disproportion in the numbers of men and 

women suffering from mental illness 
Pamela Sladek 

a , 

Under The Starry Plough, Frank Robbins 
Academy Press, £5.45 

This is an amazing book. It is about 

the Irish Citizen Army, the Labour move- 

ment in Dublin prior to 1916 and the 1916 

rising itself and written by one of the few 
Surviving participants. Accordingly it 

should be a fascinating and valuable 
contribution to our understanding of the 

1910-1920 period in Irish history. Alas, it 
isn't. Partly this is because of Robbins 
himself, who knows as much about writing 
as a COW knows about having a holiday and 

partly because of the publishers who 

haven't realised that with an eccentric like 
Robbins ruthless editing is called for. 
Nonetheless, despite grave reservations, | 

think people should read this book, even if 

they are reading between the lines for the 

most part 

Robbins was born into a working 
class Dublin home in 1895. He had only a 
very rudimentary education and started 

work fulltime at thirteen in a Soap Works 
for 4/- a week for 56 hours work. From the 
age of 15 he joined the ITGWU and came 
under the influence of Jim Larkin whom he 
revered until 1917 in America when, he 

    

explains, he found his former ido! “had 
feet of clay”. As aresult he was involved in 

the tumultous days of the 1913 Dublin 
Lock Out and joined the Irish Citizens’ 

Army soon after its inception. Those of us 

involved in the present struggle in Ireland 
where urbanguerrilla activity has, pertorce, 
to be carried out clandestinely find it 
difficult to understand how things were 

then. No matter how poor they were, the 

union members in the ICA always had, and 

carried guns. They would arrive at picket 

Guty tooled up or ride their bikes through 

Dublin under the watchful eye of the police 
with Mauser rifle over their shoulders 
Connolly himself always carried a rod and 
thought nothing of it. The ICA had a 

training camp at Croydon Park House 

where every weekend mock attacks were 

made, lectures on bomb making tech- 
niques were given, and plans for practice 

‘mobilizations’ were hatched. On several 
occasions the ICA paraded, armed, out- 

side the HQ at Liberty Hall, and marched 

through the town, watched by bewildered 
citizenry and the police, to stage a mock 
attack on Dublin Castle. Yet no one was 
arrested. Their activities, though frowned 

on, were technically legal! 

  
  

Throughout this period in the book we 
are given very little that is new or useful, 

and this is because Robbins Is basically a 
starfucker. The book is littered with 
embarassing tidbits such as “my father 
was Matt Talbot's best friend and went to 
Mass with him every day”; Countess 
Markievicz used to always say that! hada 

lovely singing voice"; “Liam Mellowes 
wrote a dedication in a book he sent to 
me”; “Dickeen’ Fitzgerald (a long forgot- 
ten Gaelic football player) said that he 
would like to hear from the ICA boys for 
whom he had a great regard. This of course 
made us very proud; “here is a picture of 

me aged 60 with De Valera and Sean 
Lemass at Aras an Uachtarain.” Anarchists 
will, I'm sure be most enlightened by this 

frightening bit of slobber that occurs early 
on in the book: - “I still remember with 
affection my schooldays at St. Agatha’s 
School, North William St., not least 
because of the influence on me of Sister 
Monica, the Principal, an outstanding nun 

whose gentle smile and quiet manner won 
the love of the 700 children under her 
control. Indeed | still carry out Sister 

Monica's advice on sleeping at night with 

crossed arms, so as to be “nearer to God”. 
And yet, for all this crap, Robbins did 

join the Citizen Army and fight for Labour 
at a time when, as Myles na Gopaleen 
would put it, “the plain people of Ireland 
found it neither popular nor profitable so 
to do”. He did go out in 1916 and fought 
under Michael Mallin and Countess Marki- 
evicz at Stephens Green. He was captured 
and taken with the rest of the ICA men and 
the Volunteers to Knutsford prison in 
England where he was interned for a few 
months and then moved to Frongoch 
Camp before being released in August 
1916. Subsequently he went to the States 
were he seems to have had a row with 
Larkin, flirted with the IRA and met John 
Devoy and Liam Mellowes. This part of his 

Story is very episodic and full of “nearlys" - 
he “nearly went on a gun running mission 
to South America with Mellowes”, he 
“nearly smuggled messages through the 
docks from the IRB for Devoy”, he “nearly 
got a job with the metropolitan Opera   

MEWS kt aap 
House”. Eventually he returned to Ireland 
“to take up his gun again for Ireland” and 
rejoined the ICA only to find that the 

organization was virtually defunct. This is 
something that the reader would like to be 
told about. Why did the ICA wither and die 
after 1916? Was the death of Connolly and 
Mallin so Catastrophic? Robbins has very 
little explanation on this, He blames the 
new Commandant James O'Neill who he 
accuses of “selling out’, but selling out 

what? For the sad trut-is that Robbins 
seems to have had\little or no clear 
politics. He never-once says what he was 
fighing for.nor discusses the policy differ- 
ences in the ICA. He attacks O'Neill for 
“lack of action” and advocated closer 
co-operation with the IRA, with whom he 
appears to have had links, but when this 
fails he is quite content to tout on O'Neill, 
get him sacked and jailed, get himself 
promoted to Lieutenant and then sit and 

do bugger all throughout the Tan war. He 
“nearly” joined his friends in the IRA but 
didn't quite. He “nearly persuaded the 
Trade Union movement to call a general 
strike". Nearly. 

Robbins later career is worth looking 
at although he doesn’t mention it in the 
book. He remained neutral in the Civil War 
and in 1922 became an official in the Irish 
Transport and General Workers Union and 
remained a Union bureaucrat until his 
retirement in 1960. He was for a time 
President of the Dublin Council of Trade 
Unions and its representative on the 
Dublin Port and Docks Board. In the fifties 
he was a Director of Mianrai Teoranta and 
'n 1959 was appointed a Director of Irish 
Shipping Ltd. A far cry from the young worker who hoisted the Starry Plough over the College of Surgeons in 1916. He lives 

  

on in Dublin stil! attending Free State eee roe a Catholic bigot, still a nt anti-Com i il paver Ommunist, still “a Labour 

This book in fact tells us ver 
about the Citizen Army which ee A Sean O'Casey's {whom Robbins hated) book wasn't much Cop either and we are still left with RM. Fox's History of the ICA, first published in 1943 as the best account, albeit a flawed one. For the truth is that the ICA was, for the most part a myth. What few are Prepared to admit is that at its height is is doubtful if if had more than 250 armed men and that most of 
those dropped out after the abortive 1916 
tising. The death of Connolly and Maltin 
was a body blow from which the Army 
never recovered. To their shame, and to the 
country’s loss, they Played virtually no part 
in the War of Independence. If they had 
they might well have counteracted some of 
the more reactionary excesses of the 
Cosgraves, Mulcahys and Blyths. They 
might well have established and held on to 
the Soviets in the countryside and they 
might well have harnessed the revolution- 
ary socialist potential of IRA men like 
Mellowes and O'Malley. As it is, as 
Robbins records, “during the burning of 
the Custom House in 1921 Citizen Army 

men sat on the steps opposite unaware of 
what was happening.” 

Beidh la geal greine go foill in Eirinn 

Dhearg Doom 

  

  
  

The Hip Pocket Hitler, John Michell, 
Hassle Free Press, £1.00 

Ever since the so-called Cultural Rev- 
olution in China, when millions of copies 
of the sayings of Mao were circulated to 
the faithful, and learnt by heart by every 

good cadre, books of virtually random 
quotations of those who have chosen to try 

and rule us have appeared from the 

presses. The latest in this long line of 
pearls before us swine is a slim volume of 
the sayings of Adolf Hitler, a mixture of 
common sense, bigotry and the absurd. 

This has obviously not been produced 
for Nazi devotees, as the absurd, dada-like 
element features largely among the unci- 
ted quotations. For example: “A toad is 

but a degenerate frog;" or : “Transplant a 
German to Miami and you make a degen- 

erate of him - in other words an American.” 
His analysis of power shows him as the 

unscrupulous but astute man he was 

“What luck it is for governments that the 
people they rule do not think.” “The people 
love to be ruled.” 

Few of the quotations in the book are 
anything but commonplace. Many are 

patently untrue, such as Hitler's denial 
that he had any racial prejudice. Presum- 

ably he actually believed what he said, 

although from what is actually printed in 

the book, one would not get any idea of 
Nazism other than the anti-semitic aspect 
of that creed 

Anarchists will empathize with his 

analysis of Kings and Royalty: “Royal 
families become more degenerate with 

each generation until they eventually be- 
come insane.” “They are a classic example 
of the laws of selective breeding operating 
in the reverse.” “There should be a law 
prohibiting princes from having inter- 
course with anyone except chauffeurs and 

grooms.” And Priests, another of our 
favourite targets: “The mere sight of one 
of these abortions in cassocks makes me 
wild.” “The mind is doomed to the 
auto-da-fe.” 

Of course, Hitler's objections to these 
objectionables was from the point of view 

that they conflicted with his grand world- 
vision, both on metaphysical and power- 

structure grounds. Our objection is that 
they wield power at all. Anarchists will be 

especially sickened by the quotation on 

the Spanish Civil War, where Hitler re- 

cants: “We were badly deceived. for if | 

had known the real state of affairs | would 
never have allowed our aircraft to bomb 
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and destroy a starving population while at 

the same time re-establishing the Spanish 

clergy in all their horrible privileges 

As sources of wisdom, the selected 

words of famous and infamous are a 

dubious place to go. The superstitious 

-belief that quotations can be used as 

TUstification for actions or life style reveals 

the undesirable dependence of the reader 

upon the ideas of others. That Mao, Hitler. 

or Jimmy Carter should be held up=as 

paradigms is abhorrent 
Nigel Pennick 

oes 

The European Witch-Craze of the 15th 

SeTSth Centuries, H. Trevor-Roper 

Peregrine Books, £1.50 

Paranoia is not only a trait of the 
present period of history. The authori- 

ties, whether military, spiritual or acade- 
mic, are ever fearful of their overthrow, and 

consequently are always on the lookout for 

plots, real or imaginary. A glance at the 

history of dictatorships such as that of 

General Amin (or is he Field Marshal or 
Generalissimo now, | forget) shows a 

continual and repetitive series of purges of 
threats to his supremacy 

In mediaeval Europe, the church was 
the seat of power, lording it over even 

sovereigns of important countries. The 

level of peasant life was poor, and made 

worse by the tithes graspingly levied by an 

esuriant church. Historians, such as Trev- 
or-Roper, see the witch craze in terms of 
variant cosmologies - the hardening and 
extension of Aristotleanism which had 
begun in the late middle ages and was 
amplified both by catholics and protest- 

ants after the reformation. Whatever the 
underlying causes of the witchcraft mania, 

and whether there was an organized band 
of practitioners of witchcraft, the reaction 
of the church and secular authorities 
against these unfortunates has a remark- 
able parallel in modern times with the 

hysteria over ‘terrorists’ 

This modern witch-hunt, against the 
Red Brigades, Red Army Fraction, 2nd 
June Movement etc,,. has taken on the 
almOst exact parallel with the witch trials 
of ofd_ In*the centuries under question, 
Once a poor wretch had been arraigned 
before’ the judiciary for the crime of 
witchcraft, that was her doom. No protes- 
tations were heard - Straight off then to 
gallows or stake with her, while the 
magistrates stood smiling and the engra- 

vers laboured to preserve the scene for 
posterity. Likewise, once somebody is 
arrested in. Germany or Italy or Ireland or 
“England for ‘terrorism’ (a word the media 

confuses deliberately with ‘anarchist’, 
‘self-styled revolutionary’, ‘nationalist’, 
‘republican’, ‘gangster’, etc ), they are 
automatically assumed guilty, and are 

sentenced to death by ‘suicide’ like the 
inmates of Stammheim 

  

  

Witch books are usually full of tales of 

torture and abominations carried out by 
the authorities in order to extract confes- 

sion from those already ‘known’ to be 
guilty. The parallel with Noel and Marie 

Murray and Ronan Stenson is not difficult 

to draw. The witches were defamed in 
tracts which may yet be purchased in 

antiquarian booksellers at a price. Today, 

the press and television blare out the 
Prepared statements of the police or 

judiciary while the unfortunates are left to 
die or be murdered in prison cells 

Every authoritarian creed needs its 

opponents, archetypally depicted as Em- 

manuel Goldstein in Orwell's 1984. To the 
catholic and protestant dogmatists of the 
so-called renaissance the scapegoat was 
the Devil, and his agents on Earth, the 
witches. Like the media's touchingly naive 
image of the anarchist, the witch could be 
and was found in the most unlikely places 
Although sceptics existed, the witch could 
be and was found two Ways - they could 
not criticize the basic Premise, for to do 
that would invoke the same wrath that the 
witches were suffering, and they could not 
appeal to the authorities io moderate the 
carnage lest they be seen as instruments 
of the Devil. The same Parallel applies 
today in the Federal Republic of Germany 
Nitches may Practise their rites with 

impunity nowadays; it is the anarchists 
who are held by the powers that be in the awe formerly reserved for witches. Now 
the parallel is even more exact. The 
witches’ trials generated much literature 

  

which no doubt gave an impetus to Many a 
rebel. Following the social Stereotype of 
‘witch’, the acts, imaginary as they may 
originally have been, were transformed by 
these rebels into actual reality. No longer 
did the witch merely represent the simple 
nature religion of pre-Christian days. Sale 
of souls, black magicin the Pamphleteer's 
style arose, only 10fuel the fire of 

witch-hunters. Ny é 

Likewise, fhe paranoia Of the state 
against ‘anarchisf May Nave bred a new 

breed of rebel, Some literally ‘without a 
cause’, to feel thevend of the policeman’s 
boot, the tear gas and squawk box 

ultimately to die of ‘self-inflicted wounds 
in some latter-day Belsen so 

Like the seventeenth centUry mania 
the present wave of paranoia is a collective 
psychosis. Just as the manic destruction 
of the Reformation and Thirty Years’ War 
wrought the witch holocaust, so the 
collective guilt over Auschwitz, Hiroshima 
and Vietnam has also wrought a new spirit 
of fanaticism - the survival of the state at 
all costs - democracy even if every member 

of the electorate is in prison, like the Love 

of the Lord Jesus Christ going to the witch 
burning alive at the stake. 

   

  

Nigel Pennick 

    

Terrorism. Interdiscipinary Perspectives, 
Alexander & Finger, McGraw Hill 

If you want to know the technocrat's 
jargon for armed resistance - a PVM 
(Political violence Movement) conflict si- 

tuation - or finds-out how to build a 
computer mods} for analysing why people 
want to occasionally “kriock off their 
leaders then read this’ baok which is now 
the standard Police work On the subject. It 
is obviously intended to be an effort of ‘all 
the talents’ with its fifteen odd contribu- 
tors, and ‘as a result, it is somewhat 
patchy. (fhére is a lot of wading through 
the lugubrious and sterile prose which so 
many American academics adore, but 
there are parts which are both interesting 
and sane. The first and most important 
point which is evident is the inability to 
define ‘terrorism’ accurately mainly be- 
cause the word itself has been corrupted 

for propaganda use by the State. Most 
anti-terrorist laws thoughout the world do 
not even attempt to define it! And those 

who do cast their net so wide as to include 
any form of anti-government activity irre- 

spective of whether it is violent. The State 

of Texas includes under ‘terroristic threat 
union pickets who prevent access to 

factories and student sit-ins. Terrorism is 
of course defined by the governmental 
system. But as Friedlander says in his 
section, terrorism developed with “the rise 
of the nation state and the theory of 
absolute sovereignty”. Carl Burckhardt 

also looks at the historical roots. “Among 
the Florentines and in ancient Greece 
tyrranicide was a practice universally ac- 
cepted and approved”. “By the late six- 

teenth century the doctine of tyrranicide 

was openly expounded as the legal and 
moral rationale for private resistance to 

Sovereign authority and the abuse of 
public power." And in the seventeenth 
century Milton wrote: “The killing of a 
tyrant is not only lawful but also laudable.” 
This century which saw the rise of the 

State personality cult also saw the 1937 

Geneva Convention on Terrorism which 
Outlawed political assasination interna- 
tionally. Friedlander comments: “The cre- 
ation of a Specially protected class of 

government officials has had the effect of 
legitimizing all regimes under the protec- 
tive cover of anti-terrorist statutes.” 

The most infuriating section is written 
by David Rapoport and entitled the Politics 
of Atrocity. It is a grotesque attack on 
Anarchism implying that it is the sole 

Source of all terrorism including State 
terrorism. He infers that even the manson 
murders are the fault of Anarchism and he 
ascribes the way the Japanese Red Army 
Killed their own members ‘for bourgeois 

  

deviation’ as part of some Anarchist 
tradition of Self-purification and self-lib- 
eration before embarking on Propaganda 
of the deed, It is enough to make even the laziest Cop want to rush out andsdo us 
before we indulge in mass ritual killings 

And then we come to the PVM conflict Situation model! “Factor 10. Cause® Why Gid certain preconditions lead to motives of resistance?” It is all reminiscent: of a, fesearch laboratory where a dangerous virus has to be isolated and its’ breeding 
conditions analysed ready for a mass 
aerosol destruction. But perhaps there is also a parallel with those business 
games (The Rand Corporation is right in 
the forefront of course) where executives 
hone their skills in ‘profit-maximising’ 
“without fisking their companies’ money; 
for alongside each ‘factor’ there is a 
‘Management function’ listed. The simila- 
rity is justified. “Consumer resistance to 
Product” then Management function: 
“Advertise aggressively” “Popular resis- 
tance to regime" then management func- 

tion: “Increase propaganda and police 
sales techniques”. Reminds you also of 
Operation Phoenix in Vietnam when the 
computer told them that they had killed 

160% (or whatever) of the Vietcong. But of 
course mistakes like that are not the fault 
of the computer. If only those unreliable 

human soldiers wouldn't go and add the 
peasants they shot for target practice onto 

the official ‘body count’. It messes things 

up. 

Another interesting snippet is that the 

source of the great international terrorist 
conspiracy theory is NATO. The ‘commy 

plot’ approach is of course a good way of 

getting governments to cough up more 
Gefence appropriations and it makes the 

boys in uniform feel needed. But the most 
amazing bit of hypocrisy occured when the 

US introduced the Draft Treaty on Inter- 
National Terrorism in 1972. It claimed that 
its position was entirely humanitarian 

and not political in any way. “Unless one is 
a sadist one cannot be in favour of killing 

innocent people; unless one believes in 
perpetual chaos one cannot be opposed to 

the maintenance of international order.” 
That must have taxed some straight faced 

efforts when remembering CIA terrorism, 

destabilisation, and the bringing down of 
Allende so as to bring in such gentle 
humanitarians as Pinochet and DINA who 
like the US in Vietnam were not exactly 
renowned for differentiating between ‘in- 
nocent’ and ‘guilty’ : 

The majority of contributors to this 

book hold the assumption that the major 
motive behind political violence is to 

achieve publicity. To put it mildly this isa 
gross generalisation, but then one can 
hardly expect much more when such 
propagandistic, innacurate and emotive 
terms are used such as Anarcho-Marxist, 
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Anarcho-Terrorist and Anarcho-Commu- 
nist. As one writer says: “In addition to 
eluding police authorities, terrorists have 
successfully eluded rigorous investiga 
tions by talented academic researchers.” It 
would certainly help these talented gentle 

men if they approached the subject with- 
Out the distorting spectacles of prejudice © 
and entrenched assumption as to what 

constitutes ‘normal society’. Some of them 
are honest, but precious few. Horowitz's 
section on the responsibilities of social 
Scientists is thought-provoking and re- 
freshingly unhysterical. But the majority 
jUSt protect their second hand view of the 
world by ducking behind biased phrases 
and terminology which they have the 
insolence to call value-free. However, the 

fundamental dishonesty which affects 

eighty percent of this book is the refusal to 
examine the real reasons for terrorism. 
Only a few acknowledge the existence of 
State terrorism and even they hurry on 

Saying that it is not part of the study. But 
as Proudhon said, order is the daughter of 
liberty, not the mother, and political 

violence is inevitable while there is repres- 
sion and exploitation. The only total ‘order’ 
which governments can hope for, lies in 
the mass narco-hypnosis and lobotomy of 
any potential dissidents 

No signature 
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than just do away with oppression because 

they had been conditioned to feel in such 

terms. “They were a power for evil - | can 

be a power for good " Perhaps he sensed 

that a power for good in such acontextisa 

contradiction in terms for it is the power 

which is the essence of evil. But unfortu- 

nately Fanon held back and did not go 

further than: stating a half-truth that a 

subjugated man will want to use the 

methods of his oppressor because he is 

not a free man 
Fanon was appointed as head of the 

largest psychiatric hospital in Algeria as 

the war of independence began and it was 

hardly Surprising that he should join the 

Algerians against the French. However, 
his own attitudes towards nationalism 

were in a State of flux. He had been 
strongly attracted to Negritude (a forerun- 

ner of Black consciousness) as a step in 

itself, but Sartre gave him a timely warning 

of where it might lead. As a result, Fanon 

was conscious of the dangers of nationa- 

lism, but he realised that in such a 

struggle which had already started, it was 

the only politically unifying emotion to 
fight the oppressor, and hoped that it was 

a weapon that could be discarded once the 

fight was won. Fanon was a limited 

revol nary thinker in the sense that he 

was superb in his analysis of colonialism, 

  

Frantz Fanon, Irene Gendzier, 
Wildwood House, £1.75 

  

This finely balanced work examines 
the importance of Fanon’s writing on 

racism, colonialism and revolution without 

glossing over the shortfall in his analysis 

Franz Fanon was born in 1925 on Marti- 
nique, a French colony where the native 

population had been unconsciously taught 

itself through white eyes to the 

   

to view 

point where the native class structure but weak when it came to analysing the 

rested principally on degrees of skin roots of power and exploitation. He was a 

pigmentation. For this, and other reasons, naive libertarian who believed that a State 

Fanon later realised that a Marxist critique did not automatically mean a new authori- 

of colonialism was totally inadequate tarianism. Guevara was a great admirer of 
He left the stifling environment of his his, and it is likely that some of his 

island with its limited possibilities and thinking on the role of the revolutionary 

went to study in France where he eventu- vanguard and how it should not be 

ally became a psychiatrist and friend of dominated by ‘traditional parties’ (i.e. the 
Sartre. Fanon was propelled in the direc- CP) was inspired by his work. Neither of 
tion of political thought through trying to them of course acknowledged the poten- 

find out what sort of man he really was as_ tial authoritarianism in such an elite. 

Opposed to what colonialism had made Fanon's two other major books, Dying 

him think he was. The next step to Colonialism, and The Wretched of the 

psychiatry was also logical in the way it Earth, have also been eagerly read by 
lead him to examine man within his total almost everyone involved in national and 
environment rather than just within his racial liberation movements They are 
family. Black Faces, White Masks was the rightly admired and respected, but Fanon 
first of his three most important books, Cannot be absolved from not going far 
and it examined the way the Negro is made enough in his examination. He is superb 
to see himself. and act as the white when he looks at the way European 
oppressor sees him. The origin of this line working classes are slow to be persuaded 
of enquiry he owed to Sartre's work, Jew of the exploitation of neo-colonialism or 
and Anti-Semite. This essay showed how how the industrial workers in ‘backward’ 
the hater was motivated by fear of inade- countries are of less revolutionary poten- 
quacies within himself which he transmu- 

ted into defects which he ascribed to the 
Jews. Fanon developed this idea together 

with elements of Hegel's Master-Servant 

paradigm to show how the oppressor will 

not only despise but fear other races whom 

he oppresses. This theory can be extended 
to other relationships: capitalist/worker, 
man/woman authoritarian/ libertarian 
Fanon later realised that the oppressed 

wanted to replace the oppressor, rather 

tial than the peasantry and lumpenproleta- 
fiat, or how the native bourgeoisie is 
reproduced by and then replaces the 
colonialist class on independence. But the 
consequences of political power are not 
probed, in fact one senses a shying away 
from a dangerous Subject. 

As another biographer, Peter Geismar, 
wrote: “Fanon had a naive belief that the 
army would supervise the growth of Third 
World Socialism remaining immune from 

the materialistic curruption of the new 
bourgeoisie”. Fanon died before the Tevo- 
lutionary army won and it is a depressing 

but inevitable fact that Fanon's role in the 
Algerian revolution is already being re. 

written by the present regime of Colonel) 
Boumedienne. If only Frantz Fanon had 
realised: “Put not your trust in princes... 
priests, commissars, and colonels.” 

A.B 

rn, 

   ; Birth of Our Power; 
Conquered City, Victor Serge, Writers 
& Readers Co-op, £1.25 each. 

  

Victor Serae has mainly been known 
for his Memoirs of a Revolutionary, but 
recently his novels have again started to 
receive the attention they deserve. Not 

only do they show him to be one of the 

greatest political writers, but they are also 
unrivalled in the way they depict the 
atmosphere and meaning of the major 
upheavals of this century. Serge wrote 
entirely from his own experiences and was 

never a theorist extrapolating political 
fantasies into real situations. He was bom 
and lived in poverty and so never patron- 
ised the working class by idealising it in 
the manner of the bourgeois liberal. Weare 

not spared the CNT secretary running off 

with the funds, the cowards, traitors oF 

self-seekers and this brings out the bravery 
and determination of the majority in a way 

that no hack cosmetician could ever 

achieve. As a result his writing is probably 
the most faithful mirror for the Anarchist 
Movement to look into and recognise ils 
faults and virtues, its weaknesses and 
strengths. 

Victor Serge was born in Brussels in 
1890 to revolutionary parents who had 
been forced to flee the Tsarist regime. I 
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his youth he moved to France and spent a 

short time in an Anarchist commune. At 
the age of twenty he became the editor of 

“Anarchie” in Paris. Two years later he was 

implicated in the trial of the ‘Bonnot gang’, 
and was sentenced to five years in prison. 

This experience was the basis for Men in 

Prison. On release he went to Barcelona 

and took part in the CNT uprising (first Part 
of Birth of Our Power). He was then 
interned for a year in France en route for 
Russia and he finally reached Petrograd in 
1919 (second part of Birth of Our Power) 
and took part in-its defence against the 
Whites (Conquered City). By this time he 
had become depressed by Anarchist dis- 

organisation and joined the Comintern 
under Zinoviev. This change in attitude is 

described thus: “Their fault is in being 
admirable... we need technicians, not 
great or admirable men. Technicians spe: 
cialised in the liberation of the masses ... 
to take the mechanisms of history apart.”. 

He served abroad as an agent of the 
Comintern but returned to Russia in 1926 
fo take part in the last stand of the left 
opposition and soon afterwards he was 
expelled from the Communist Party and 

telieved of all official positions. Being 
deprived of work, he started writing and 

sent his manuscripts to France. (Year One 
of the Russian Revolution and Men in 
Prison, 1930. Birth of Power, 1931 and 
Conquered City, 1932). He was arrested in 

1933 and three years later was deprived of 

his citizenship and expelled from Russia 
after being saved by a campaign for his 
release by Gide, Malraux and other French 
Communist intellectuals, (a remarkable 
event in itself at a time when it was ‘class 
treason’ for a party member to support a 

Soviet prisoner). Serge’s other manus- 
cripts were confiscated by the secret 
police as he left and apparently his finest 
Anarchist novel may still be in some KGB 
filing cabinet. 

His arrival in Europe was very different 
to that of Solzhenitsyn, as Richard Gree- 
man the translator, points our in an 
€xcellent introduction. He was villified by 
the communist publications and ignored 
by the bourgeois press for Serge was stilla 
revolutionary and had no illusions about 
western f in the way Solzheni 
did forty years later. Serge moved on 

to Spain and became a councillor of the 
P.O.U.M. and was a close friend of Andres But 
Nin. He escaped the SIM purges but had to 
flee before Franco's army and then had to 
leave Paris a year later as the Nazis 
advanced. Only Mexico would allow him in 
and he lived there in abject poverty still 

Writing. The two most important works 
which he produced in the latter period were 
The Case of Comrade Tulayey and Mem- 
Oirs of a Revolutionary. He was buried in 1947 as a ‘Spanish Republican’ in the 
French section of the Mexico City ceme- 

1G 

tary. He was a stateless revolutionary in 

every sense. 

Men in Prison can be compared with 

other autobiographical prison novels such 
as One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich, 
but none of them come near the honesty, 
and insight of Serge. He does not just 

show the horror of only a Soviet campas in 
Solzhenitsyn's writing, but his breadth of 

vision illustrates the mentality of prisons 

and the State everywhere. It is an utterly 

human document which never lapses into 

stereotypes, 

strength of feeling never warps his jud- 

Propaganda or 

gement. 
Birth of Our Power starts with an 

optimistic view of 

(mirroring reality) in Barcelona towards the 

end of the First World War. 
hopes grow with the news from Russia and 
they believe that Europe can be set alight 

at both ends. But then Serge’s realism 
becomes as strong as his idealism when 
he starts to see that they are doomed 

without organisation as the rising approa- 

ches. There is a superb description of a 

bullfight as the tension grows with the rich 
sitting in the shade uneasily watching the 
workers sweating in the sun on the far 

1 side. Self 
manner for they are certain of the coming 
of ‘the worker's Messiah - the Revolution’. 

| planning and by without carefu 
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With the armistice the Russians are 
allowed to leave for Petrograd and the 
book finishes with his initial reactions on 
arriving and the news of Dario's death. 

Conquered City takes up the story and 

describes the defence of Petrograd against 
the Whites, but this book is a ‘real novel’ 
and not a slightly fictionalised personal 
narrative. it is a masterpiece in the way it” 
describes atmosphere and events, for 
Serge does without a central character and 

builds the book through small sketches 
which grow into a broad and yet finely 
detailed mosaic. But this is no propaganda 

epic of proletarian nobility. A hack con- 

Structing a sterile two dimensional tableau 
would ignore or be blind to the subtle and 
glaring contrasts which Serge portrays 

with his relentless honesty. He is not 
blinded by lofty talk of revolutionary 

heroism for he has experienced and 

records for us the betrayals, the squalor, 

the hunger, the pettiness, the jealousies, 
and the selfishness which formed the 
sombre and menacing backdrop to the 
bravery and idealism. His description 

includes showing how authoritarians in- 
Stantly turned themselves into a priviliged 
class in the midst of the turmoil. We see 
the pigs of Animal Farm justifying their 

special rations ‘because they needed to 

think for the workers’, those who laboured 
fifteen hours a day or more on sub 
Starvation levels with only empty rhetoric 
and false promises, to keep them going. 

Men and women who had already started 
to distrust their new masters and were yet 

convinced by them that a return to their old 

exploiters was the only alternative. ‘It is 

only a temporary measure, Comrades’. 
As Serge said in Birth of Our Power: 

“Already in a few hours we had learned 

More about the Revolution than in many 
long meditations. And it appeared to us 

under aspects very different from those 

suggested by our imagination, shaped by 
legend and by history, which is very close 
to legend.” His greatest legacy to usis his 
warning, which is only effective because it 

comes from a true revolutionary who never 

lost faith, of how authoritarianism is 
bound to develop in the inevitable chaos of 
a revolution unless libertarians are pre- 

pared and their organisation is already 
growing healthily to combat those who 
claim power to ‘safeguard the revolution’. 

Victor Serge was uniquely qualified to feel 

and understand both sides through expe- 

  

relying on opportunist bourgeois politi- 
cians the revolt hardly gets off the ground. 
Soon afterwards, Serge says farewell to 
his comrades including Dario who Is based 
on Salvador Segui, and sets off for Russia 
via France. There he is interned and the 
camp is an uncontrived reflection of con- 
temporary society with the entrepreneurs 

and their victims, both nominally free and 
yet surrounded by wire fences and armed 

quards. 

rience, but he was never disillusioned. The 
Writers and Readers Publishing co-opera- 
tive are to be congratulated on these 
editions with their excellent introductions 
and summary of his life. The slight 
difference in price over other paperback 

versions is well worth it. 
A.B. 
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RoE Sn Se PEVIEWS 
The Anarchism of Nestor Makhno 

1918-1921: An Aspect of the Ukrainian 

Revolution, Michael Palij, University 

of Washington Press, £11.00 

Here at last, after more than fifty 

years, is the first full length scholarly 

study in a West European language of the 

peasant partisan movement of the anar- 

chist Nestor Makhno which operated in 
Ukraine in the years 1918-1921, fighting 
the Red Bolsheviks as well as thesWhite 
t st generals. The author, Michael Palij, 

who is Ukrainian-born, is associate Slavic 
librarian at the University of Kansas, and 
his book is a revision of a doctoral thesis 
from 1971 entitled “The Peasant Partisan 
Movement of the Anarchist Nestor Makh- 
no, 1918-1921, an Aspect of the Ukrainian 
Revolution.” The book, which is based 
almost exclusively on printed sources, 

runs to little more than 400 pages - of 

which the main text takes up 250, notes 

and references 50, bibliography 100, and 
an index 10 pages. 

Mr. Palij is, of course, not the first 
writer to deal with Makhno. Two of the 
most well known accounts are those by 
Arshinov and Voline, both of whom parti- 

cipated in the movement. Peter Arshinov 
published his Istoriia makhnovskogo dvi- 
zheniia 1918-1921gg in Berlin in 1923. A 
German translation appeared in the same 
year, followed next year by a French and a 

Norwegian translation, but an English 

translation - History of the Makhnovist 

Movement - did not appear until 1974 

when it was pblished by two American 

groups, “Solidarity” and “Black and Red” 

of Chicago and Detroit. Voline’s account 
@ppeared in French, posthumously, in 

~ 1947 (reprinted in 1969). The second and 
third parts of this were translated -into 

English by Freedom Press in 1954-55 as 

1917: The Russian Revolution Betrayed 

and The Unknown Revolution, and in 1974 
the two American groups referred.to above 

brought out a complete translation of 
Voline's book under the title The Unknown 

  

   

Revolution: 1917-1921 (This new. transla- 
tion, However, is not listed in Palij's 
bibliograph 

  

The Makhno movement is also men- 
tioned in the memoirs of Emma Goldman 
and Alexander Berkman, both of whom 
were in Russia in the years 1920-22. Gold- 

man’s My Disillusionment in Russia (Lon- 

don 1925) and the fuller Living My Life 
(New York 1931) were both reprinted in the 

US in 1970 (a fact which Palij fails to 
mention, Besides, his references to Gold- 
man are often confused: When, for in- 
Stance on page 280 note 10, he cites 
“Goldman, Living My Life, p. 148,” the 
correct citation is, in fact, My Dissillusion- 
ment in Russia, p. 148.") Similarly, 

Berkman’s very informative The Bo/shevik 
Myth: Diary, 1920-22 trom 1925 was also 
reprinted in 1974, but Is already out of print 

~onceragain 
Makhno’s own, and unfinished, ac- 

count fs:only available in Russian, except 

for the first volume of his memoirs which 
appeared in French in 1927 and’in Norwe- 

gian in 1933. The French edition - La 

Revolution russe en Ukraine - was reprin- 

ted in’ 1970 (but also not listed by Palij), 
and a French translation of volumes two 

and three is now in progress. So much for 
the primary Sources 

Among the secondary sources one 

= Should mention the chapter on Makhng in 
Apostles of Revolution by the late Max 

Nomad (Boston 1939); the article by-David 
Footman in St. Antony's Papers no. 6, 

1959, as well as the little book by Victor 
Peters, Nestor Makhno - The Life of an 

Anarchist, published in Winnipeg 1970 

In-his bibliography, Mr. Palij lists an 

incredible number of books and articles in 
Russian, Ukrainian and Polish, as well as 
in English, French and German - including 

those mentioned above - but even so, it 
that a few relevant items have 

escaped his notice: In the first place, there 

exists a large literature on the so-called 
bandit phenomenon, the most well known 
being Eric Hobsbawn’s Bandits (1969) and 
Primitive Rebels (3rd edition 1971), and 
whether or not one agrees with Hobsbawn, 
it might have been useful to discuss the 
Makhno movement from this angle, too, 

but none of this appears in Palij's book 
The same is true of some of the more 
recent works on anarchism and on Makhno 
published in the Soviet Union, for instance 
Alexander Bek's icle in Novyi Mir no. 7, 

1969; P. Kh. Biliy’s article in the Ukrain- 
skyi Istorychny Zhurnal no. 5, 1971: S.N 
Kanev's Oktiabrskaia revoliutsiia i krakh 
anarkhizma from 1974, and M. Khudaiku- 
lov's Bosheviki v borbe s anarkhizmom v 
pervye gody sovetskoi viasti also from 

seems 
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1974. Similarly, there is no reference to 
two Western works, Dalla insurrezione dei 
contadini in Ucraina alla rivolta dj Cron- 

stadt by Ugo Fedeli (Milan, 1950) and 
Makhno - Une epopee by Malcolm Menzies 
(Paris, 1972). 

Presumably, some of these Omissions 

are to be explained by the fact that Palij 
submitted his thesis in 1971. At any rate, | 
count only two items. from. 1974 (Arshi- 
nov's History and.D.V. Lehovich, White 
against Red), two from 1973 (Lehovich, 
“Denikin's Offensive”. Russian Review, 
and Les anarchistes-dans la revolution 
russe, edited by A. Skirda), and all the rest 
are from before that. 

Finally, one might add three items 
which appeared after Palij’s book went to 

press, “namely Paul Avrich’s article on 
Makhno in Freedom, April 12, 1975, 
Michael Malet’s article on “Makhno and his 
Enemies” in Freedom, October 1, 1977, 
and Anthony D‘Agostino’s Marxism and 
the Russian Anarchists published in San 
Francisco in 1977. 

The story of the Makhno movement 
from its beginning in 1917 until it was 
finally hunted down by the Bolsheviks in 
1921, is told in great detail and with many 
references by Mr. Palij, and for this reason 

his book is important and worth reading. In 

general, Palij uses his sources well as 
when he demonstrates the military talent 

of the movement and the popular support 

it enjoyed by citing Red (pages 115, 156-58, 
191) as well as White sources (pages 
106,195,199,202,205). Even these hostile 
witnesses had to admit to some of the 
successes of the movement. There are, 
however, also some instances where his 
critical sense seems to have failed him. 

Thus he accuses Makhno of nationa- 
lism and of having plans for co-operation 

with more conservative minded Ukrainian 
nationalists (page 79), but this charge is 
documented by references to three hostile 

sources - Erde, Kubanin and Teper - which 

makes it doubtful, and it is, in fact 
contradicted three pages further on when 

Makhno is quoted as being against the 

Bolshevik as well as the Ukrainian nation 

alist government, because “the toilers 
have no interest in either’ (page 82). 

Again, when dealing with the mass 
arrests conducted by the Bolsheviks of 
innocent peasants who were suspected of 
collaborating in some way with the parti- 

sans, he says that “it is impossible to 

determine the casualties involved: accor 

ding to moderate estimates, more than two 
hundred thousand people were executed OF 

injured by the Bolsheviks during this 
period. Nearly as many were imprisoned OF 
deported to Russia and Siberia’ (page 
213). But a check in the notes at the back 
of the book (page 303 note 14) shows that 
the source is Makhno's friend Arshinov, 

  
  

and his estimate may, of course, be 
correct, but it can hardly be called 
“moderate” - and no Soviet sources are 
cited on this point to support the estimate. 

Moreoyer, it happens too often that 
Palij documents a statement by. quoting 
“an eyewitness” (for instance pages 113, 
200) without explaining either who this 
witness is or if It is*a hostile or a 
sympathetic observer. It is, of course, 
useful to know that we are dealing with an 
eyewitness, but even they do not always 
speak the truth: As it is, the reader has to 
turn to the notes In.order to find out the 
name of the witness and then search 

through the long bibliography to find out 
where this particular person stands. It 

would have~been better to insert these 
things in the text. 

Finally, he quotes Trotsky as saying 
that Makhno united with the former tsarist 
general Wrangel (which, in fact, he never 
did) without explaining in which forum he 

said so (page 220). Presumably, it was a 

propaganda speech, since Trotsky later 
retracted his statement, as Palij indeed 
notes immediately afterwards, but he does 
not tell us anything about it. Similarly, it 

would have been useful to know who Dr. 
Cyrille Radeff, who was interviewed by the 

author on Makhno's last days (pages 309 
note 1, 310 note 17), is and what his 
attitude toward Makhno is. 

However, these points are only minor. 

What is more important is that Palij does 
not raise problems, does not ask ques- 

tions or discuss the reliability of his 
sources. And unfortunately there are seve- 
fal key issues concerning Makhno which 
have been dealt with only superficially or 
have been simply left out altogether. In the 
first place, one might with good reason 
have expected a full and detailed analysis 

of the means and ends of the Makhno 
movement from a book entitled The Anar- 
chism of Nestor Makhno. The question: 
“what kind of anarchism did Makhno stand 
for?” should be dominant. But it is not. It 
seems, in fact, that Palij is not really 
interested in Makhno's anarchism, be- 
Cause in a book which runs to more than 
400 pages, he devotes a mere ten pages to 
this subject. The title of the book is 
somewhat misleading, since it is primarily 

a military account, and it would 
perhaps have been more fitting to have 
kept the original title of the thesis: “The 
Peasant Partisan Movement of the Anar- 
chist Nestor Makhno.” 

Secondly, there is no discussion of 
who the Makhnovists were. What was the 
Social composition of the movement? How 

may workers, peasants, intellectuals, cri- 
minals? | find only a few scattered 

references (pages 73,80,257), but no syste- 
Matic analysis. The same is true of the 
auestion of numbers. How many people 
were involved in the movement? Palij does 
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cite a few figures (pages 99, 110, 112, 158), 
but there is not much discussion of their 
reliability. (By contrast, Oliver Radkey’s 
The Unknown Civil War in Soviet Russia, 
Stanford 1976, which deals with the 
Antonov movement, contains a very com- 

prehensive analysis of these questions.) 

And there are even more essential 
problems which have been largely ig- 
nored: For instance the Bolsheviks often 
accused Makhno of leading a movement of 
Kulaks - rich peasants, but again, there are 

only some scattered remarks (pages 157, 
175, 238, 293, note 36) on the basis of 
which it is impossible to determine to 
which extent the charge was justified: The 

was also of 
tism, but to my knowledge, this word 
occurs but once in the whole book (page 

155) when Palij quotes a resolution from 
the Makhnovist congress, and it is not 
discussed by Palij one way or the other. 

The problems of alcoholism and of langu- 
age (Russian or Ukrainian) are equally 
limited to some scattered remarks (pages 
65, 76, 110, 197). One could continue this 
list, but suffice it here to point out that as 
a result of the author's concentration on 
military history there is hardly any discus- 
sion of civilian affairs. What were the 
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results of the movement in agriculture, in 

industry, and in transport? What was 
family life like in the areas dominated by 
the Makhnovists? And what was the 
position .of women? 

Even much shorter accounts - such as 
for instance those by Avrich or Peters - 

have included brief discussions of some of 
the problems referred to above, and 

therefore it is surprising that they.-are 
almost totally ignored in this first full 
length study of Makhno to appear in the 

West. Thus, the book has many weaknes- 
ses, especially because it promises much 

more than is actually fulfilled, and accor- 
dingly it is not the definitive biography for 
which Paul Avrich asked in his April 12, 

1975, article in Freedom. At the ‘London 
School of Economics a thesis on Makhno 
has for many years been in preparation by 
Michael Malet, referred to above. It is to be 
hoped that his work - if and when it 
appears - will complement rather than just 
mirror The Anarchism of Nestor Makhno.~ 

Torben Retboll 
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By Force of Will: The Life and Art of 

Emest Hemingway, Scott Donaldson, 
Penguin, £1.00 

Understandably, Hemingway the man 

is now a fashionably tempting target to 

demolish, but this book's measure of 
excellence is the way that none of the 
author's blows are cheap or cowardly. It is 

a superbly balanced book and yet ruth- 

lessly honest in judging the man and his 

work. And as a brief passage about 

Anarchists in For Whom the Bell Tolls has 
probably influenced more people's atti- 

tudes than Hugh Thomas’ history, Donald- 

son's analysis of Hemingway's character 

and politics is more than interesting 
Ernest Hemingway was intensely 

competitive and self-seeking in his writing 

can and bit every hand who helped him 

up the ladder - (Ezra Pound, Dos Passos, 
Scott Fitzgerald, Gertrude Stein and many 

others) simply because he could not be 
beholden to anyone. He had to be the loner 
out ahead and utterly respected for his 
professionalism. This was also true in 

every other hobby or interest, war, gamb- 

ling, sport, drinking, and ‘love’, but his 

urge to excel became an obsession and 

The [iradventures dy 
ANN <~4 ARCHIE. 
|OUR PAPER 5 ONLY READ BY 
STUDENTS AND PociticoES — 
WHAT ABovT THE MAN 

   

  

   

    

   

  

Donaldson cleverly titles one chapter 

‘Hemingway as Walter Mitty’. 
It was his individualism which made 

him a convinced anti-Fascist from the 
moment Mussolini reared his ugly head, 
and he never wavered right through McCar- 
thyism. For similar reasons he never 
joined the Communist Party even with the 
flattery of the Communist press during the 

mid thirties when it changed its previous 

criticism of his writing in an attempt to win 
over such an influential figure. Throughout 
his life Hemingway had a deep distrust and 

savage scorn for politicians and their 

dishonest posturing. This included the 

Spanish -Republican leaders and their 

‘ucrative profession’, and he once wrote: 
“Hwe everhave a time when for a few days 
you may shoot anyone you wish, | would 

certainly want to bag various policemen, 

Italian statesmen, government function- 

aries, and Massachusetts judges”. the last 
category presumably refers to Judge Thay- 
er of the Sacco and Vanzetti case. And yet 

one friend was sure that he broke with Dos 
Passos “because he felt that Dos Passos 
was too sympathetic to the anarchist 

element in the Loyalist ranks”. On the 
surface it appears a strange contradiction, 

for basically Hemingway was no more than 

a selfish individualist, or a patriarch who 

enjoyed his own ‘anarchism’ but could not 
tolerate it in others; (it was perhaps no 

coincidence that he admired the works of 
Thoreau so much). In Spain, Hemingway 

was convinced that the Anarchists were 

    

   

   

  

undisciplined and thus let the Fascists 
win. Donaldson arques convincingly that 

although as not won over to Com- 

munism, he was effectively flattered by 

senior communists at Gaylord's 
reserved for Russian 
tant CP officials) 

being privy to 

  

(the hotel 

officers and impor- 

Hemingway adored 

ecret information, to being 
in the know amongst professionals, and as 
a result he was taken in. The play, Fifth 
Column, which he wrote at that time 

   

dealing with the Communist secret police, 
is either flagrantly dishonest or else 

phenomenally naive in the way the Sim is 
portrayed solely as a Fascist- “hunting 
organisation. 

The main attacks made Nowadays 
against Hemingway are on the grounds of 
his sexism. These attacks are utterly 
justified when they are directed against the 
man, but care should be taken when 
dealing with his writing, especially in the 
case of A Farewell to Arms. \t may seem 
almost a paradox to have to separate the 
writer and his work in this way, but again 
we need to go back to his character, 
Hemingway was obsessed with the impor- 

tance of knowing how to live and how to 
die. It was all an excercise in professiona- 
lism and self-control, and an enormously 
wide subject to study in his view. As a 

result his novels, which were far more 
wishfully autobiographical than most, 
depicted the rough sophisticated master- 
male passing on his worldly experience to 

eager student-females. They represented a 

one-way admiration society while men 

were allowed at most to be comrade-ad- 
mirerers. However, A Farewell to Arms 
cannot be justifiably accused of sexism for 

it is a brilliant study of sexual exploitation 

albeit inspired by guilt at the way he had 
treated his first wife. But of course the 
majority of his male protagonists were very 

different. They were not just projections of 

himself, rather the reverse. He convinced 
himself and tried to convince everyone else 

that he was all of .these virile paragons 

rolled into one. The quintessential macho 
who always did what a man’s gotta do and 
goes. out guns blazing satisfied that he’s 
done it. Hemingway went out with both 
barrels pointing at his own forehead 
having realised how pathetically different 

his life had in fact been when compared to 

his grotesquely romanticised self-image. 
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Ground for Concern — Australia’s Uranium 
& Human Survival, F.0.E., Penguin, 
£2.00 

An abstruse and none too libertarian 

piece of reading, this book is nevertheless 
of some interest to us in our struggles 
against the further onslaughts of authori- 
tarianism. The book shows the nature of 
the nuclear society, a world controlled by 
national and multinational corporations, 
such as British Nuclear Fuels Ltd., the 
Atomic Energy Authorities, Rio Tinto Zinc, 
with their own police forces as outlined in 
the Atomic Energy (Special Constables) 
Act 1976. This Act confers on the British 
Atomic Energy Authority the right to have 
under their control an armed police force 
with the power of arrest on “suspicion” 

alone - the usual stuff, “known character’, 
etc.; in short, the move towards a nuclear 
economy means a move towards the 

totalitarian state. 

The hazards of nuclear power, both in 

the sense of industrial accident (or should 

| say potential holocaust), and in the sense 

of radiation danger to health are explained. 
Radiation in small doses causes cancer, 
and it causes genetic damage. One can be 
apparently healthy, yet produce children 
who are horrible mutations. Radioactive 
waste is dumped, intentionally or acciden- 

tally, from nuclear establishments Into the 
sea, or underground, and the effects of 
this waste will not become apparent untilit 

|S too late. 

A fair part of the book deals with 
problems particular to Australia, but since 
these problems affect us directly the whole 
book is relevant to anti-nuclear and anti- 
authoritarian struggles everywhere, and 
the chapters on mining are particularly 
relevant to Orkney, where this activity is 

Proposed, much against the wishes of the 
Orkney people. 

“The history of the (nuclear) industry 
Supports the central theme of this book, 

  
that technocrats must not be allowed to 
assume the power to make vital decisions 
beyond public scrutiny.” - from the Intro- 

duction. 
RM. Orkney 

  

The Twilight of the Young — The Radical 
Movement of the Sixties and Their 
Legacy, Klaus Mehnert, £6.90 

This sort of book is unsettling, 
for it leaves a single individual, who, 
according to the publishers has the nec- 
essary qualifications, to interpret a partl- 
cular chapter of the history of the world. 
That in itself, seems absurd to me for such 
a study could only be undertaken collec- 
tively. In point of fact, the book is rid- 
died with omissions and imbalances in 
the assessment of the importance (or 
unimportance) of this or that event. In- 
deed, the author seeks to collate every- 
thing that happened in the student world 
between 1964 and 1968. (In his eyes, 
“young” and “student” are synonymous 
terms.) He concludes that the absence of 
leaders accounts for a lack of balance 
among the young. “Obviously youth faces 
one particular difficulty: It is moving in an 

unknown territory without convincing mo- 
dels. The heroes of the twenties and 
thirties are gone, some of them in disgrace 

and shame. Newer ones have faded or lost 
their credibility. Moscow erected a disap- 
pointing, oppresive monopoly bureaucra- 
tism; Moa shook hands with Nixon and 
was succeeded by matter-of-fact pragma- 
tists; Castro became the Kremlin's satel- 
lite. The radiant Kennedy, who summoned 
America and the entire West to new 
frontiers, was murdered and had no one to 
take his place. There are no road signs in 
unknown lands. (...) To find our way 
through the unknown, we need - on a world 
scale, not just in the West - the discrimin- 

ating experience of the old as well as the 
taboo breaking courage of the young.” 

In fact this mish-mash of issues 
explains nothing: leaders in this world 
have always exploited and deceived and 

from Spartacus'’s day up to our own there 

has always been rebellion. The important 

thing is to understand why the confronta- 
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tion between youth and adults - which may 

be seen even among animals - is a factor 

in greater vogue today 

Klaus Nehnert’s book (it carries a 

photo of the author, doubtlessly for the 

benefit of young people in search of anew 

idol) has its good side, such as setting out 

a catalogue of opinions on those move- 

ments and their sundry aspects which are 

way off the mark. What do a taste for jazz; 

drugs, the student movement in Germany 

before Baader arrived on the scene, the 
agitation in Japan and the third world and 
in the countries of the Eastern bloc, not to 
mention the successes of certain religious 

sects have in common? 
As far as | can see, many of these 

things have no bearing on one another. 
The massacre of students in 1968 in 
Mexico City can only be accounted for-y 

the Olympics and the necessity to exploit 

the games as an opportunity to put forward 

demands. And that demonstration was not 
removed from the remainder of the popula- 

tion, which has shown and continues to 
show.(by emigration, banditry, and guer- 

rilla activities) its rejection of the current 

regime. What is more, being 20 or 30 years 
old in Mexico or the third world is nothing 
like being the same age in the developed 

nations since life expectancy there is 35 

years or even less, depending on the social 

class. 

But it is true that the demands made 
in Mexico in 68 had a certain similarity 
with international issues: the fragility of 

employment, in spite of paper qualifica- 

tions, protest at greater military interfer- 

ence in the universities, alongside an 

awareness of the bond with imperialist 

countries, and perhaps, the realisation 
that acquired skills would no have any real 
application. On the other hand, those 

demands have nothing to do with agitation 

inside China or in the Eastern bloc, so 
evident among the students, manipulated 

=en masse, by the CP through holidays in 

work camps and the communist youth 

(Workers, as opposed to students, are 
divided by factory and firm, so that they 
dance to the tune of the slogans inculcated 
into them.) Faced with the gulf between 
the consistent and moral claims of Marxist 

teaching and daily life, (corruption, graft, 
poverty, and exploitation) this mass of 

young people as a-whole tends to get out 
of hand if there is a’ weakening of party 
control in any way: Cultural revolution in 

China, workers’ demonstrations in Poland 

(and their impact in Poland and Hungary in 

1956), a change in the ruling class in 
Czechoslavakia, and so on 

This does not mean that the 
young are not-driven by other urges: the 

recently qualified engineer with his diplo- 
ja -itches to replace the communist 
engineer-who owes his appointment to 

corruption. It was, thanks to this desire, 
that Stalin found popular backing among 

the young. The forcible collectivisation of 

the peasants in the thirties opened up vast 

opportunities for some millions of cadres - 
as kolkhoz managers, doctors, agrono- 
mists, tractor drivers, mechanics, vets and 
so forth. And what chance would they have 

had in the impoverished USSR in 1930, 
with industry devouring their labour and 

ready qualified cadres left over from the 

old refime (remember Lenin's policy of 

enlisting the Czarists)? 
Despite his ignorance of the class struggle 

and economic movements, Klaus Mehnert 
understands his subject of the psycholo- 

gical level. Thus he gives an honest 
exposition of Dutschke’s thinking, and 
some anarchist thinking. This is not 
enough to justify the book, however. At a 
lime when so many books are being put 

together on the topic, the author has made 

no use of them (they doubtless contain the 

opinions of students, drug users, militants 
from the U.S., Japan, France, and so on). 

They undoubtedly would have shown the 

book's interpretation of the facts to be 
nonsense Frank Mintz    

  ”... lwas just wondering whether we 
should put some broken lass on tep, 
Just to make sure... 

      

Autobiografia de Federico Sanchez, 

Jorge Semprun, Planeta 

This book has just been published in 

French and also forms part of the back- 
ground to a film by Losey. The author is 
the script writer of films with Costas 
Gavras and Yves Montand, films like Z, 
State of Siege and L’Aveu which denounce 
the dictatorships in Greece, Uruguay and 
Czechoslovakia. In the last the loyalty is to 
Lenin, but the words are those of Artur 
London, a Czech communist sentenced as 
a British spy and then rehabilitated, only 

to be sentenced again for his opposition to 

the “liberating” tanks in 1968 (but since he 
was living among the “capitalists” the 
sentence did not worry him, even though 
it did mean he could not return to his 

native country 

To be honest, | did not want to read 
this book. Seized upon as a broadside 

against Carrillo's Eurocommunism the 
impression given by the press was that the 
book was a catalogue of gossip about the 
Party's well known leaders, but | availled of 
a few days invigilating exams to read it 
through. And | liked it, even if the authors 

interpretation is not my own. 

Federico Sanchez is the phoney name 
on the forged documents used by Semprun 
over ten years of underground activities in 

Spain, as a leader of note with the C.P. In 
1964 Semprun and Claudin (see the com- 
ments on Claudin's book on Eurocom- 

munism) were expelled from the C.P. for 
presenting a picture of Spain which dif- 
fered radically from that of the central 
committee as a whole. This expulsion is 

what the book is all about. (It was 4 
prize-winner as a novel), and it is an 

expression of that, rather than a narrative, 

for itis an evocation of Semprun’s life as 4 

communist. It is quite some undertaking 
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to demonstrate that Semrpun's and Clau- 

din's view of Spain was the correct one and 
that Carrillo and his C.P. have today 
adopted their approach, but only inade- 

quately, in caricature fashion, proclaiming 

that there is denvocracy and freedom when 

the head of their political police (in theory, 
dismantled) today is"Conesa, just as he 
was back in 1950. Ail in all, Semprun's 
criticisms and attacks may be explained 

away as demonstrating the political decre- 

pitude of the C.P.’s leadership in contrast 

to Carrillo.*’But, consciously or not, 
Semprun erects a monumentto himself at 
the same time: I'the hero, in the under- 
ground, au fait with every change, and 

them, the asinine imitators - so | ought to 
be leader of the Spanish C.P. today, for 

Eurocommunism belongs to me. 

| have no way of Knowing it Semrun 

does in fact think thus, but that is the 
impression the book gives. It is a book, 
too, which passes over the real problem - 

the problem that Semprun is incapable of 
posing to himself in any really serious way 
- in utter silence. Why was he a Stalinist? 
In fact, Semprun, who was a prisoner in 

Buchenwald during the Second World War, 
explains how, in connection with the big 

trials against Rajk in Hungary, he read in 

1952 that Josef Frank was supposed to be 
a spy. And Semprun writes how he had 

been in Buchenwald with Frank so he knew 
he was no spy so it was all lies. But 

Semprun did not do anything, he rose 
inside the Party and was expelled in 1964 

and didn't leave of his own choosing. Were 
those twelve years spent struggling for an 
organization rotting from the head? In an 
effort to cleanse it? No, for he was 
expelled on tactical differences, not for 
Questioning the party structure. Semprun 

  SS aD Ca STS Ca 2 Cae ree 
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dismisses his ideas in four very short 
Pages and it seems that “in any event, the 

failure of destalinisation and the liquida- 
tion of the Czechoslovak experiment have 

shown that the bureaucratic state-capita- 
list system cannot be reformed from the 

top down, but must be destroyed by the 

grassroots membership. “But what a very 

commonplace idea to find amid the welter 

of indignation at his expulsion from the 

C.P.-aC.P. which is, nontheless, painted 
by the blackest colours! 

The dramatist Arrabal made use of 
this and other books, especially Lister's to 

Graft his Carta a los militantes comunistas 
espanoles. Suenos y mentira del Eurocom- 

unismo (Letter to Spanish communist 

militants, Eurocommunism - the dream 
and the lie), Paris, Bourgois, 1978, in a 
bilingual French and Spanish edition of 
174 pages. 

It is a superb evocation of the C.P.’s 

squalid past which its militants ought to 
Know about and repudiate. Arrabal also 
mentions the warnings he was given 
“Either you join the Party or you end up 

with incurable paranoia”, “Think of your 

career: 80% of the film and theatre critics 
in Spain are communists.” 

Deep down | don't know if people in 

Spain today have any interest in these 

catalogues of crimes and dirty deals: 1 
believe their interest in the civil war and 
the past is an effort to place today's 

tendencies, today’s events, the present, 
into focus. And as to most of those in the 
C.P. | wonder if they did not join the C.P. 
just because the good positions in the 
Socialist Party are filled (and because the 

anarchists have no sinecures to offer} - 
because already, the numbers of those 
who have, in a country ruled by the 
Falange since 1936 and even more so since 
1939, changed their social status (not 
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merely as deputies, but as standing 
officials and future mayors) have reached 

significant proportions 
Political sociology aside, it appears 

that Arrabal's little booklet is to be 

published in Barcelona by an intellectual 

with connections with the Catalan C.P. We 
shall see if it comes about and what the 

reaction would be 
Frank Mintz 

EEE 

Shelley, Penguin 

The obvious question one asks about 
any new edition of a poet as readily 

available as Shelley is what can It possibly 

offer? 
In this paperback selection Kathleen 

Raine provides a generous number of 

Shelley's lyric and dramatic poems (but 

not the blank-verse drama “The Cenci") 
and none of his prose (not even a snatch of 
tH& “Defence of Poetry” which most 
editors regard as de rigueur) 

Her own introduction explores the 

emphasis on youthful idealism in Shelley's 

work (Shelley was the most consciously 

revolutionary among all the Romantic 
poets) and congratulates the 70s as being 

capable of feeling similar enthusiasms, 

even if in the end they are supplanted by 

other concerns. She makes much of the 
academic authority of C.S. Lewis in this 
affirmation, as if a little unsure of her own 
To be fair, however, one recognises that it 
has been only in the last ten years or so 

that Shelley has had any real run for his 

money - prior to that, conservative and 

anti-idealist opinion prevailed in criticism 

even more than in the political world itself 
She explains admirably the contribution 
which Shelley's classical learning in Greek 
thought and literature made in the devel- 

opment of his style. 

Kathleen Raine strains to ensure the 
acceptability of her assessment of Shelley 

by giving the values of maturity full reign 
in their criticism of his weaknesses, but it 
is a tribute both to her own judgement and 

to Shelley's art that he comes through it all 

aS @ poet worthy of modern attention and 

more fully human and poetically distin- 

guished than it has been custom to admit 
for a long time. 

In short, this is an admirable intro- 
duction to Shelley for those about to 
engage in reading his poetry for the first 

time 

Geoff Chariton 

Light Shining in Buckinghamshire, 
Cary! Churchill, £1.50 

NonStop Connolly Show, Margaretta 

D'Arcy and Jolin Arden, Pluto Press 

Playscripts, Parts | & 2 £1.50, Part 3 £2.00 

Light Shining in Buckinghamshire is set 
during the Civil War and when looking at 
the odd history book to refresh the mind 

you realise that Tolstoy's ciriticsm of 

‘History’ was more than valid when he at- 

tacked the idea of leading players who 

Stalk about accomplishing everything sin- 
gle handed. Cary! Churchill's play is 
excellent because it also exposes this 

without going to the other extreme. And 
yet it has little in the way of plot and 
characters , but that works here where it 
would fail in a lesser play 

    
Basically we see the way the so-called 

English Revolution did absolutely nothing 
to improve the lot of the poor. Magistrates 
still had beggars whipped out of the 

Parish, and despite the fight between King 

and Parliament, the latter only represented 
Property owners, as we see in the best part 
of the play which is the discussion 
between Cromwell and the Levellers. (The 
Levellers are represented here as being the 
people which is not historically accurate 
To risk a modern Parallel they were a sort 
of kulak-Poujadist faction and did not want 
universal suffrage extended to servants or 
those dependant on alms. The Diggers 
were the real socialists and they bore the 
immediate brunt of the bourgeois reaction 
fo prevent any sliding away from the 
Sanctity of property.) 

At the beginning | must admit that | 
     
    
      

    

   
   
   
        
   
         

    

  

started to watch out for a message that 

whispered how a revolution could not have 
taken place bacause Karl the Baptist 
hadn't yet been born to announce it, but 
that was an unworthy suspicion. for this 
play is above such trite Propagandising 
There is a dry bitter irony in the words and 
their force comes from understatement, 
not harsh political clichees 

The Non-Stop Connolly Show is rather 
different. It is a marathon morality play 
canonising Jim Connolly in vanguard party 
mythology. The first uneasy shift in your 
chair comes reading the preliminary Stage 

directions when they recommend “stock 

masks for recurrent social types (i.e. 

bourgeois politician, emplayers, military 
officers, etc.)". And then® fe would 

emphasise finally that the play will work 

only if the actars are more concerned with 

understanding the political arguments and 

implications of the story than with Creating 

Characters’ in the normal sense of the 
word.” Needless to say it is quickly 

apparent that Connolly should have a 
stock mask too, and a red neon halo while 
they're at it, for he is never allowed to be 
anything but a walking blueprint for the 

unflagging militant. Anyway, through six 
parts and | don’t know how many hours, 
The Non-Stop Connolly Show takes you 

from Irish Catholic father announcing the 

birth of his son in Edinburgh via ‘his 
political maturation’ in treland and Amer- 

ica, to his death in’front of a firing squad 

after the Easter Rising 

Foraplay whose style is informal and 

almost jokey, the propaganda almost 

weighs its vehicle down to a standstill. 
(Example: “He has a strong, theoretical, 

permanent nucleus of very-well disciplined 

members.") John Arden is without doubt 
One of the best of playwrites, and | can 
hardly believe that he really had anything 

to do with this. But if he did then it only 
proves Orwell's point that writing propa- 

ganda is the quickest way to destroy an 
individual writer, (and of course he was 
attacked for ‘selfish bourgeois sentimen- 

tality’ on saying it). To describe this play 
as an instant martyr cult attempt would be 
an understatement. But what is really 
alarming is the leadership cult, as shown 
by “You need not tell me you believe that 
man has not been born to to lead.” And 
now for the piece de resistance! 
Connolly is instructing his delgates on 

what they should say at the Zurich 
conference: “You keep the anarchists out! 

And that is your one vote, for the rest you 
will do what appears to you best.” 

The blurb describes The Non-Stop 
Connolly Show as superb drama, superb 
history and superb politics. My comment 

would be: If you like the idea of an 

interminable script for a vanguard puppet 
show. then this is for you 

AB   

Beyond the Limits of the Law, Tom 

Bowden, Pelican, £1.25 

Anyone who sets out to write a 
political critique of police activity while 
trying to be ‘sympathetic’ is bound to tie 
himself up in glaring contradictions. It is 

the old story of people trying to be 
balanced’ by leaning backwards in both 
directions and looking ridiculous while 
risking moral dislocation. The first sen- 
tence of Chapter one says: “Police forces 
emrged out ofthe demand for order in civil 

society”. » is no effort to analyse or 
justify such a statement. He then says a 
page later: “The first English forces 
appeared in the capital and were estab- 
lished to protect merchant property.” 

Fact is always more informative than 

manipulated assumption! Anyway this 
book is worth reading for its factual 
feferences and observations on police 
mentality even if the analysis is mislead- 
ingly superficial to put it mildly. 

A.B. 

The Final Agenda, Edward Hyams 
Allen Lane 

A political thriller which is more than 

Sympathetic to Anarchist armed action is 

Obviously a great rarity and deserves our 
attention. However, The Final Agenda is 
profoundly disappointing because it is 

nothing more than a misleading fantasy 
despite its Supposedly realist hypothesis, 

ae 
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and is most un-Anarchist at core even with 
all the quotes and references to great 

Anarchist thinkers. Basically the story 
brings virtually all the armed resistance 

movements throughout the world into the 

‘Organisation’ which is Supposedly Anar- 

chist even though so many of the groups 

are authoritarian. TheYOrganisation’ has 
members everywhere with access to every 

conceivable gadget and piece of informa- 
tion. They include civil servants, govern- 

ment scientists, and multi-national exe 
Cutives! (Have we been pessimistic in our 

attitudes to recruiting?) And though itis all 
claimed to be ‘ultra-democracy’ the ‘Orga- 
nisation’ is led by an elite of upper class 
heroes of which the most prominent are 

Jacob (an ex-public school genius) and 
Victoria (a young Boston Brahmin). Any- 
way they manage to put nuclear weapons 
in all the major cities and succeed in 

extorting a vast part of Brazil for an 
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Anarchist non-state called New Marquet- 
alia as well as somehow forcing repression 
and state structures elsewhere to collapse. 

It ends with a profoundly unsatisfactory 
explanation from Jacob that you can only 

achieve ‘justice’ through fear and by ter- 
forising the workers into doing what's 
good for them. It is very sad that such a 

Sympathetic writer who makes telling 
points against the State’s hypocrisy of 
violence and against the Parliamentary 

fraud should in the end present such an 
elitist and distorted version of Anarchism. 

A.B. 

Rogue Male, Geoffrey Houshold, 
Penguin, .70p. 

It seems highly inlikely that an Eng- 
lish aristocrat, particularly one of the 

pre-war type, very much a specimen of his 

Class, should ever have taken it upon 

himself, in the late nineteen-thirties, to 
Personally attempt to exterminate Hitler, 

even for reasons of deep personal grief. 

Rogue Male, first published in 1939, is the 

story of just such an attempt and its 

consequences, and appears therefore tobe 

largely a fairy tale with a strong propagan- 

dist element, inviting the reader to identify 

equally with the English ruling class and 
the cause of anti-nazism, thereby prepa- 

ting himself for support of the coming 
world war, particularly if he belonged to 

that section of society most given to 
reading thrillers and admiring Hitler: the 
petty bourgeoisie 

Such an evaluation is reinforced by 
the unconvincing prolongation of the 

narrative through the hero’s failure to arm 
himself with a revolver when the occasion 
arises and the villain’s to equip himself 

witha tracker dog. True, there is a genuine 
charm in the detailed descriptions of the 

terrain through which the chase passes. in 

particular the Wessex countryside: but 

can one doubt that this locale, the ancient 
centre of England, was chosen for any- 
thing but patriotic effect? 

As a tale of sheer escape and pursuit 
Rogue Male has long been surpassed by 

truer and more informative works. How- 

ever, it survives its datedness and other 
imperfections and remains more than just 

an historical curiosity, for two very good 
reasons: its depiction of the obsessive 
cruelty of the nazi ming and its assertion 

that the individual, the weak point of 

tyranny, is the strong point of resistance 

Mark Hendy 
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    non-metric parts, they are stripped to the 

minimum to ensure maximum fuel effici- 
ency with maximum speed and minimum 

time off the road. And of course, the bike 
can operate off the road - an important 
assel when roads are destroyed or blocked 
with wrecked and abandoned vehicles 

The ‘run’, integral part of the bikers’ 

lives, is dealt with in detail, and. would 
The phenomenon of the motorcycle make a fine chapter in a manual for any 

club of gang, depending on the point of sort of ‘action squad’. The bikes, with their 

view of the observer, was once a purely small capacity tanks, are refuelled en route 

North American phenomenon. The most from a mobile tanker - a custom 3-wheel 
famous of these clubs is, of course, the motorcycle. As backup, a camper truck 
Hells Angels, and the exploits of ‘Free- fitted out as a mobile workshop goes with 

wheelin’ Frank, Sonny Barger and the rest the run, to pick up disabled bikes, which 

have filled many volumes on the pulp are worked on as the ‘run’ progresses, 
paperback market. Their titillating tales of rather than being left at the roadside to the 
gang rape, torture, cunnilingus on men- attention of unwelcome citizens. Add to 

struating women and the rest ‘thrill and this a souped-up car with a top speed of 

revolt the middle American reader whilst 130mph to catch and punish those who 

bringing in the cash for the publishers. Not would offend the Iron Cross MC, and we 
so this book, which seems to be the only have the personnel for a ‘run’ 

book in the genre which deals with the Now, the Iron Cross would appear to 

Wheels of Rage, Kurt Saxon, New 

English Library 

“ MOlives and function of the motorcycle many as the epitome of fascism. Saxon 
club - the true outlaw life. explains that the Nazi trappings are there 

Kurt Saxon, whose ‘Survivalist’ pub- to frighten the ‘citizens’ and because the 

. lications are essential reading for all who Nazis made the finest machines in exis- 
whould liberate themselves from the con- tence - Tanks and Lugers, for instance - 
trol of the authorities, writes in_a semi- which the bikers admire. The origin of the 
journalistic style, producing a novel which swastika in Hell's Angels-type clubs is 
reads like a truthful account of the exploits more obscure that this, in fact. The Hells 
of the Iron Cross M.C. (motorcycle club). Angels were modelled on the World War I 
This club is in reality a private army, with Hell's Angels - the Escadrille Lafayette, an 
mutual aid practised to the death. Saxon, American air squadron who had as their 
unlike the sensationalist writers one usu- emblem a Native American brave with a 
ally encounters, is sympathetic to the war bonnet of eagles’ feathers. At the side 
club, and rides along on their ‘runs’, living of the war bonnet was a disk with a 
off the “burnt’ credit cards Which enable swastika - emblem of the sun and good 
the club's members to live free, and live fortune. From this the biking Angels took 

ell, off middie America. Their raison their skull emblem, with swastika. The 
d'etre is the motorcycle, which, an appen- readily-available Nazi regalia was taken up 
dix explains, is the most practical vehicle as bearing this sign, and now no self-res- 
for the coming destruction. Now, since the pecting biker would be seen without it. 
fate 60's, the trend in both fascist and Unlike the sensationalist biker books libertarian publications has been ‘how can_ this entertaining tale of outlawry is also a we survive the coming apocalypse?’. The valuable manual of Motor 
draft of the function of the American ation- or the formation and deployment of Underground Press Syndicate of 1967 a Private army, for guns Play a large part in included the function of ‘documenting the their lives and their defence “When, ns coming collapse’. The motorcycle clubs are Outlawed, only Outlaws will oe 
have’ answered the necessity of transpor- guns” Ate 
lation with their ‘chopped’ Harley-David- 

son motorbikes. Easily maintained, with 

‘cycle Club oper- 

Nigel Pennick 
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Boston: A Novel, Upton Sinclair, Robert 
Bentley Inc., £9.00 

Upton Sinclair was a fighting socialist 
author who stood at» the head of his 
generation; he brought out one proletarian 
novel after another, getting them printed 
himself because no publisher would han- 

die them until he was a success, and 
introducing the general principles of soci- 
alism to thousands of new readers and 
perhaps millions. His socialism Was 

broadbased and in a highly sympathetic 
account of the Sacco-Vanzetti trial he 
introduced anarchism to many more (I was 
one of them so I'm biased in his favour). In 
the end success got him and he gave up 
the struggle Settling for Roosevelt and the 
New Deal and a certain amount of psychic 
belly-aching; his socialism was watered 
down (but he was a pillar of anti-fascism 

still despite being soft on Stalin). 
Boston is the story of, and case 

for Sacco and Vanzetti, framed for armed 
robbery charges mainly because they were 
anarchists and partly because they were 
Italians (which was then to say, unprivi- 
leged recent immigrants). 

Getting on for fifty years ago | read it 
for the first time and was blown by the 
introduction to anarchism as expressed by 
Vanzetti in the book. How could such a 
doctrine have been concealed from the 
world? Did these people really exist 
outside the novel? Maybe many others 

have approached Upton Sinclair's work in 
the same way since then. Looking at it 
again after all these years (in the new 
edition,............. ) I'm more conscious of 

the author's flaws and also appreciative of 

a world that’s gone. The major fact about 
the period just before and just after the 

first world war was the rise of what would 
now be called the women’s movement, but 
it didn’t hive off into concerns of its own, it 
took the lead in social transformation. 

It was particularly a campaign of 

courageous women, typified here by an 
upper-class drop-out grandmother, that 
brought the Sacco and Vanzetti case to the 

attention of a world not yet numbed by 
mass horror to perceive the bigotry that 
sent these two men to their deaths. 

It is a story of police prejudice 
Still relevant. They did not set out to frame 
anarchists just because they were anar- 

chists. To them, with all the indoctrination 
of the capitalist press, anarchists were 

criminals, criminals being only a less 
dangerous form of anarchists 

The book was written in 1928 when the 
men had just been executed. Hundreds of 

books have been written since and evi- 
dence marshalled on the case only to 
confirm what Upton Sinclair wrote at the 
time. For Boston, Oil, and The Jungle (an 
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exposure of Chicago's meat Packing in- 
dustry) Upton Sinclair must rank with 
Emile Zola a0 in perception and sincerity the share-out of their property. This he ranks above. des i i He lived too long for his fame as an iam, tke, EGR ae Bait author (it was American socialism that agement and free exchani a ig a went Sour); but his éarly works Ought established as a rte da rite never to be out of print and this one should before 1886 eee be required reading for the jury on any case Th is 

of armed robbery which “just Rappers to least in ite teary alae een i be brought by the political police. international terrorist Conacihey thd AM binds its members by oath before giving 
them its orders. For of course, since the ———s iolence o{ the rulin is The Princess Casamassima, Henry James, originated in hidden Hlerbseyteal catenin Penguin, £1.25 cies (for the sake of “national security”), 
and carried out by mere myrmidons, 
whose slave status is sealed by swearing 
themin, so must revolutionary violence be 
Ordered by shadowy command structures 
that enforce blind obedience by the admin- 
istration of oaths so terrible that they 

Portrayal of'social revolution as culmina- ting ina massive Slaughter of the rich and 

James peoples his novel with figures 
from the London anarchist scene of his 
day. He makes the indefatigable Johann 
Most serve as the basis er bes charac- Gere cecerarted 
ters: a bookbinder, a chemist, and a James cannot see the inhumanity, 

German international revolutionist, all of ‘J!@ness, and cowardice of the rich, 
which Most was. Kropotkin, still tired from €°8use of their veneer of “culture”. These 
his journey, perhaps, will do for only one, “'°®S: however, are all too obvious to him 
but James compensates by giving him a in the poor: insurmountable obstacles to 
sex change and making him the expatriate 'N® Creation of a just social order. Yet the 
noblewoman of the book's title, who ‘Vidence of tendemess, the skill, the 
abandons a life of luxury to side with the C°Ufage of the dispossessed was all 
oppressed. around him. It was into the bosoms of 

In his preface, James claims to have working women that the rich thrust their 

gathered the information with which to set “N/dren for nursing, it was into the hands 
the scene by sheer dogged observation: 'he working men that they put their very 
“pulling no wires, knocking at no closed lives when they went travelling, it was the 
doors, applying for no ‘authentic’ infor- °°°> of working men and women in the 
mation”; instead, it was his practice to army and navy who kept them safe from 

“haunt the great city and by this habit to ‘"el" enemies and defended or extended 
penetrate it, imaginatively, in as many their dominions for them. The idea that it 

Places as possible”. is the sheer usefulness of the poor that 

When it comes down to it, James's makes the rich determined to keep them 
“imaginative penetration” consists of pro- poor was evidently beyond Henry James. 

jecting his personal hang-ups and his To describe and comment upon the 

class prejudices onto the working class in actual plot of the novel would be to dignify 

general and the revolutionary socialist a eek DIEU Hayao thelr blurb) noes 
Movement in particular. The central figure, publishers describe the book as portraying 
the bookbinder, has a grudge against the the crucial era of England before Socia- 
nobility, while at the same time he hankers lism". Of course, what they mean is 
for their “cultivated” life: a clear metaphor authoritarian socialism, with its bour- 

for James's own persistent bourgeois- geois, parliamentary, statist and militarist 
colonial hobnobbing. tactics. 1{ would have been fascinating to 

The actual absence of any true inde- read an account of life before this disease 
Pendence of mind and total incapacity had infected the labour movement. Unfor- 
forany enlightened social thinking that are tunately, all we get is an account of the 
the rule among both the state/ industrial authors prejudices. Since these corres- 
baronry and the academic mandarins who pond to the ideology of the ruling class 
are their cerebral proxies - this chronic eeepc as yesterday, they are 
intellectual d; Rie of little in’ ei impress iy soacemeeaes by can, Jame’ ld hous in Sus 
Generally exalted positions, James pro- sex was acquired by the Rolls- es car 

lects upon the would-be revolutionaries: firm, to be used for their Se ae ics. 
who are all muddle and dither. The Words or wheels, the social reality ex- 

is the same. murderous selfishness of the privileged pressed Mark Hendy 
oy mighty, so elegantly promoted in that 
a 'n the apparel of the academically 
fees doctrine of social darwinism, 
'nds its reflection in James's novel in the 
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survival. Born of a Mormon family in Utah, 
his first clash with authority came when 

£ the family’s homestead, won by hard graft 
against the brush and winter, was jumped, 

  

Lo and the Mormon Bishop, who was the 

aa i] legal authority in the area, gave it to the 

a. usurper, throwing out the Parker family 
= The power of the Cattlemen and their 

vested interest in government gave little 

heed to the little man and his family. Like 

today, they were held to be disposable, 

useful only in exterminating the natives 

and labouring for little reward 

The treatment of the smallholder by 

the cattle barons was so bad that the 
smallholders often would take the odd 
steer from the vast herds to their own use. 
In this way, many young men crossed the 

line from legality into ‘crime’ and “one day, 
often without realizing that it was happen- 

ing, they found themselves outlaws” 
Cassidy was one such. Falsely impli- 

cated in horse-stealing, he left home, 
never to return. Then on, through the 
colourful adventures of which we are so 
familiar from the fodder of TV cowboy 

films - the bank robberies, shootouts and 
chases. Such a life, like that of Sabate or 
Other, later, political outlaws, is one of 

desperation rather than comfort. Each 
action must be weighed up in the light of 

possible capture, and the only solution is 
the use of the gun - something which 
modern revolutionaries forget and hence 

Any striking or unusual incident or get themselves arrested on Bulgarian 
tale has the making of a modern myth, and beaches 
aficionados of Western movies will re- Like Robin Hood, Cassidy gave some 
count the legendary exploits of Jesse of his spoils to the poor - a political act 
James, Wyatt Earp, Buffalo Bill or Butch which obviously made him more wanted. 
Cassidy. This latter figure has been made Despite this, and the deaths of several 
world famous in the Robert Redford and members of his gang, the Wild Bunch, 
Paul Newman fild Butch Cassidy and the Cassidy attempted to go Straight (as they 
Sundance Kid. Now like any myth, fact and Say) and work on the railroad, after 
fancy have become interwoven almost to applying for an amnesty. However, the 
the point at which they cannot be distin’. Governor of the state of Utah would not 
guished. However, the events surrounding give an amnesty, and attempted to hunt 
Butch Cassidy (or to use his real name down Cassidy and his associates 
Robert LeRoy Parker), are relatively recent The final Chapter in this bizarre and 
when compared with the heroes of legend somewhat fragmented story is written in slike Robin Hood or William Tell South America, whence Cassidy and Sun- 

In the film, the pair, Butch Cassidy dance fled. In Argentina, they filed for and the Sundance Kid, were pictured ina land, of which they were granted 4 square ist heroic action. Like Barbarossa, King leagues. However, his feputation was 
Arthur or even Jimi Hendrix, they were known even in the Argentine, and he was 
held by some not to have died in a hail of blamed for every incident attributable to bullets at San Vicente, Bolivia, but tohave his modus operandi. Again he took to been seen subsequently back in the USA Outlawry, but as a means of survival 

Many of the incidents in the film were between jobs, which included work in the not carried out by Cassidy and the Concordia tin mines, even guarding the 
Sundance Kid, but by Cassidy and his Payroll 

sidekick Elzy Lay, but Elzy Lay would not The famous death of the pair in a gun 
make a good title, except perhaps for a battle is shrouded in mystery. Like many soft porn epic. However, like Jesse James legendary events, it May never have taken and many other outlaws of the Wild West, place Pinkertons claimed that they had Cassidy was one of those law abiding shot Sundance and Cassidy in San Vic- citizens who was badly used and abused ente However, others have thought that by 4he system, such as it was, and who the whole matter is confused with twoU.S took to outlaw activities as a means of outlaws shot dead not in 1909 but 1911 at 

  

Butch Cassidy, My Brother, Lulu Parker 

Betenson, Penguin (Dog chewed off 
price) 
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Mercedes, Uruguay, witnessed by a sales. 
man from the USA who thought they must 
be the famous pair 

The evidence is flimsy, and all the 
stories in the book contradictory. Whether 
Cassidy's sister wished to give hima good 

press, one cannot tell. If he was so sparing 
with his firepower as we are led to believe, 

then it is amazing that he survived till 1909 

(or 1911). Finally we are presented with an 

enigma - a reluctant outlaw attempting in 
his naivite to come to terms with the law. 

whilst surely Knowing that he could not. 
We will probably never know the trutha@ne 

thing is certain - once an outlaw, there can 
be no-turning back 

Nigel Pennick 

ee 

A Visit to thelsland of Sanday, Rey. 

Alexander Goodfellow, Cienfuegos Press, 
-75p. 

Published origninally by Mr. Mackin- 
tosh of The Orcadian in 1912 this new 
edition has many more or less appropriate 

woodcuts by George Cruikshank and oth- 
ers, whilst a double-page map shows the 
Strange irregularity of this narrow dozen 
mile long Orkney island. The piece is 
actually only an introduction to a history of 
the Island's Christianity from which Cien- 
fuegos plan further selections. Naturally of 

mainly local interest there are snippets 

enough about underground passages, 

skulls and battle-axes to awaken archaeo- 
logists as well 

It was a viking settlement some three 
centuries before the 15th when it was part 
of a dowry pawn to the King of Scots, a 
pledge never redeemed - even though a few 
years ago numerous young Orcadians did 
agitate for the return of the whole group to 
Denmark. Perhaps because their opposite 
numbers north in Shetland advocated a 
return to Norway, nothing did result from 
the proposals! 

Earlier writers from the Sagas on- 
wards are here usefully exploited as the 

author weaves his own knowledge into this 
all too brief history and description: 

Nothing is said about crops or any fishing 
except for lobsters which fetched sixpence 
each. Rabbits and seaweed collection were 
other sources of income but | fear that the 
major profits from all such efforts would 
have stuck to the pockets of the merchants 
and landed proprietors. The ‘trucking’ 
system was rife in those parts for many 

years: that meant that merchants entered 
their own values of islanders’ produce in 
their books as credits against which could 
be taken shop foods and goods. Seldom 
were there other outlets and the merchants 
did handsomely from their monopoly. Rent 
rolls and numbers of tenants are men- 
would have been of comparative interest. 
would have been of comparative interest. 
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cannot provide today’s but Sheriff Peterkin 
reported in 1821 that there were 118 more 
women than men out of a total of 1860 
people in 373 houses then in Sanday 

In a politically apt preface Stuart 
Christie provides much food for thought 
and does not fail to hit at the Scottish 
Nationalists who however have not the 
following in the northern islands that they 
have further south. Pessimistically he 
thinks uranium mining may happen after 
all in Orkney even though some time ago 

Orcadians voted overwhelmingly against 
that. | do hope no southern government 
will be able to overrule their democratic 
decision. 

Barry Duncan 

   
  

  

  

  

   

    

   WHAT DID You 
Do IN THE THIRD 
WORLD WAR, 
DADDY ?.,.. 

    

      

    Education: the Practice of Freedom, 

Paulo Freire £1.00; Literacy in 30 Hours, 

Cynthia Brown, .45p, Writers and Readers 
Co-operative 

Occasionally one comes by chance 
across a book which gives one an appetite 
for more. This re-publication of two essays 
by Freire, the Brazilian educationalist- 
philosopher, has done just that for this 
reviewer. In large part, this is due to the 
inherent interest of the essays, although, 
secondarily, a broader acquaintance with 
his other publications would have enabled 
me to place these essays within their own 
context and to have understood them 
better. 

The first essay gives an account of 
Freire's adult literacy scheme in Brazil and 
the philosophical and epistemological 
foundations on which it rests. It provides, 
incidentally, an interesting analysis of the 
relationship in Brazil (and by extension 
elsewhere) between the Prevailing socio- 
economic modes and the thought patterns 
of the oppressed in that culture. Brazil, he 
tells us, is ina period of epochal change, 
the point at issue being that the masses, 
long imbued with Passive and submissive 
thought modes, stand to be submerged by 
the new reality unless they are able to 
gfasp it, comprehend it inacritical fashion 
and re-shape it to their own ends. The 
author has clear and cogent views on what 
€ducation should be and what real know- 
ledge is. What these are not, he insists, 
are the mere transference of information; 
education involves dialogue, a critical 
relationship between educator and edu- 
Catee in which the object to be known 
Mediates the relationship between them. 
Knowledge then is not simply the super- 
Position of information on the ignorant by 
the knower but a joint act of discovery and 
growth, 

Freire's method attempts to enable 
the illiterate to fegocnize themselves as Cultural and hence creative beings. Thus he introduces the difference between 

  

  
Nature and culture - a realization that one’s 

activities are part of culture and hence a 
feality-creating being is a counterpose to 
the inherited self-image of the illiterate as 
being more an object of nature, i.e., acted 
upon rather than acting 

The actual literacy Programme itself 
consists in showing groups of adults a 
Series of simple drawings Pertaining to 
their everyday lives (Some of these are 
reproduced in both books.) Discussion of 
the significance of these scenes highlights 
the nature/culture difference and starts 
the process of conscientization, which 
means becoming critically aware of one’s 
own reality. Words are subsequently in- 

troduced, as relevant to the pictures, and 

Suitably semantically loaded, that is, 
words which signify important aspects of 
the person's reality. Literacy is thus seen 

as a means of access to one's culture. Ina 
society such as Brazil, where the latifun- 

dae rely largely on passivity, the political 

implications of literacy are evident. 

In the second essay, “Extension or 
Communication”, Freire further elaborates 
his theoretical position in analyzing the 
nature of agricultural extension prog- 

rammes. The going is a little difficult in 
Places, but repays careful reading. He 

shows the extension relationship (i.e., the 
imposition of new techniques from urban 
centres to peasant communities) to be a 
form of imperialism; anti-dialogical in its 
nature, it leads to domestication of the 
aided. 

This does not mean he is against 
development. Indeed, he is not, but whilst 
all development is modernization not all 

modernization is development. Techno- 
logy's liberative dimensions are accessible 

only to those who understand, and thus 

control it. It is not simply that Freire takes 
@ strong ethical stance on education (he 
clearly does), but also that social change 
and consequent new techniques, he be- 
lieves, cannot successfully be superim- 
posed on areas where the fundamental 
conception of reality is at odds with that 
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implicit in the new technology. 
The publication by Cynthia Brown 

gives a Clear synopsis of Freire's literacy 
Programme with illustrations and reports 
on attempts in Berkeley, California by a 
group of committed teachers to re-inter- 
Pret and apply Freire's method to a 
different context and with children rather 
than adults. It is difficult for me to assess 
how “successful” they have been in this 
but clearly Freire looks set to become one 
of the more significant figures in educa- 
tion in the last half century. It remains to 
be seen what interesting developments 
May emerge when the work is applied * 
within other contexts. 

D.Tymes 
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The historical record of French colo- 

REVS a Saas 
Now this raises several important crucified man’s ee but it in no way 

implications. Orthodox Catholics will im- means that sna o Nauidiee next 

mediately see the evidence as proof of Sunday, as the devotees wou ave us 
God's dispensation to sinners. Some believe. 

sceptics will be converted to Popery 

others will think ‘there must be something 
in it’ and agnosticate on the matter 

However, this is woolly thinking. If 

the shroud is ‘authentic’ we must discuss 
what the authenticity is we mean to 

represent. Many of us have been brain- 

washed from an early age to think in 

Christiansterms, and to see a representa- 
tion of the shroud which verifies the image 
of Jesus, with all its implications of 
risen-from-the-grave mythology. If the 

shroud is that in which Jesus (whoever he 
was) was buried (for a short while), then it 
does no more prove his divinity that the 

Buddha's footprint on a mountain in Shri 
Lanka. It merely is an impression of the 

corpse which was before long removed 

from the shroud in which it had been 
placed. Quite prosaic, in fact. However, 
another bizarre twist is injected into the 

story by the remarkable fact that the image 

on the fibres of the cloth, which had been 
assumed for centuries to be pigment of 

some kind, in fact are scorch marks, like 
those made by a hot iron. And the image 
on the shroud is flat like a photograph, not 
distorted, as it would have been if it had 
been in contact with a three-dimensional 
body 

Now comes the von Daenikenish 
touch. The dematerialization of Christ at 
his resurrection scorched the cloth in a 
laser-flash of atomic fire. Whilst heat 
phenomena associated with the human 
body are well documented, including 

Spontaneous Combustion in which bodies 
are suddently consumed by vast heat as 

out of nowhere, atomic fire or whatever 
seems to be an extreme way to explain the 

marks. Wilson does not investigate other 
means of producing such an effect. He Cedetim is the Sa eee ee 
assumes that other techniques did not full title is “Centre d’etudes anti-im, B 
exist in ancient times, yet the alchemists alistes” (Centre for Anti-Imperialist Stu- 

of Alexandria, home of Heron, the inventor dies) and which since at least 1971 has 
of the steam engine (first century), were been publishing sluglestes Fee ee 
continuously experimenting with techni- alism. Convinced that the s' rugg - 

ques which could have led to photographic cerning Vietnam, Chile, Palestine and so 
methods being developed 2000 years ago. on are struggles with a bearing an reallly 
The Pharos of Alexandria possessed a and that they do not really involve 
giant lens, destroyed during repairs in the working class, and persuaded also that 
10th century. so the ‘non-existent techno- denunciation of U.S. imperialism is a 
logy’ may have existed to produce a cover-up for the “specific responsibilities 
Photographic image on the cloth Another of French imperialism” (p.11), these mili- 
Possibility, Spontaneous Combustion a- tants seek therefore to disclose just how 
Side. is thal a life-size cast of the body of a important French imperialism is 
man treated exactly as the gospel account Cedetim does not have a ready-made of Jesus was made in metal, and heated to analysis: French imperialism as a depen- 
Scorch the cloth as a fake relic par dent of the interests of banking groups 
excellence, a puzzle for future generations. who are themselves tied to the apron 
Who will be able to distinguish a genuine strings of the multi-nationals. In fact, the 
iron Cross {rom a fake Iron Cross made ten group concedes that it I still hard to 
years later in two thousand years time? classify French imperialism with preci- 
The Shroud’s antiquity may be genuine. sion So the approach they present to us ced it possibly authentic The image may have been made from @ is the descriptive one. 
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The Turin Shroud, lan Wilson, 

Gollancz, £5.50; Penguin, 75p 

Everybody likes an ancient enigma, be 

it the Pyramids of Egypt, Atlantis, The 
Man in the Iron Mask or the Turin Shroud 
The Turin Shroud? Just what is that, one 
might ask. lan Wilson sets out to answer 
that very question. For centuries an 

ancient piece of cloth bearing what appear 

to be stains of a body of a man correspon- 

ding exactly with the condition of the 

recently-crucified body of Jesus of Naza- 
reth has been kept in the Cathedral of 

Turin. A 14 foot long piece of linen, the 

shroud bears the imprint of the front and 

back of a man who has been flagellated, 
impaled with a crown of thorns and 

crucified by nailing wrists and feet. Other 
wounds visible on the imprint are those 
one would expect from a man who had 
been beaten up and forced to Carry a heavy 

weight, the cross-beam of the cross on 
which criminals were cricified 

lan Wilson, who, according to the 

blurb on the jacket, started as an agnostic 

and was converted to Catholicism during 
his research on the shroud. plots the 
supposed history of this master relic of 

Christendom from its removal from the 
tomb of Christ in the year 30, its sojourn at 

Odessa, burial in a sacred Qateway later 

destroyed in an earthquake, its transport 

to Constantinople, its acquisition by the 
Knights Templar (more conspiracy theo 
ries!), and finally its trip to its present 
resting place at Turin. From the evidence 
presentec, the shroud must appear to be of 
authentic date and origin. Several scien- 
lists of various disciplines have examined 

what they have been allowed to touch by 
the church hierarchy, and have Pronoun 
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nialism shows a belated €xpansionism compared with other empires, with the 
state and the armed forces Playing the 
predominant role in the exploitation of territories. After the 1939-45 war, the right, 
then represented by Francois Mitterand, decided that no longer would the native colonialist bourgeoisie be repressed, in- 
stead it would be given certain rights so as 
to innoculate it against communist influ- 
ence which had been slight until then, but 
was becoming more active with the cold 
war 

But this scheme, put into effect on the 
one hand by DeGaulle's Purely legal 
decolonisation, has remained very limited 
by severely repressive policing operations 
in the remaining colonies, the Antilles, 
Reunion, and New Caledonia. Further- 
more itis obvious that Giscard d’Estaing is 
playing the military intervention card in 
Africa in place of the USA (and under its supervision. Which is, in my view, the role 
of Brazil in Latin America). 

This role of France as the watchdog of 
colonialism, dancing to the whims of the 
USA, corresponds with France's technolo- 
gical dependence on the USA. The Cede- 
tim collective shows, however, the impor- 
tance of certain French multi-nationals 
(Saint Gobin, Pont-a-Mousson, etc.) and 
their desire to control markets and mineral 
resources in Africa, which would tend to 
contradict any interpretation based on 
technological dependence (pp 32-5). The 
authors Oppear to surmount this problem 
by the notion of “redeployment”: the 
French multi-nationals would Graw sub- 
Stantial profits from the USA, hence their 
Mutual dependence. 

The study concludes with an exposi- 
tion of the state and Private firms’ areas of 
interest plus those areas where they 
operate as one, which seems like a retreat 
to the first thesis about the banks strug- 
gling by Proxy. But the chief interest 
centers on the very detailed appendices on 
the administration of Frech colonies regar- Ged as part and Parcel of France; on the 

Struggle in the An’ 
So forth 

A few important extracts: the former colonies have IMposed upon them, eco- 

tilles; arms sales, and 

the colony guarantees, is employed: am- Ounting to a sum equivalent to “8% of the productive labour force and 20% of the annual accumulation of Productive capital” (p.64). From the vantage point of techno- logy or cultural assistance the system of Co-operation (experts sent into former Colonial possessions while doing their military service) IMposes a type of devel- pment on the colonised while at the same time it allows technicians to be underpaid (since they are in the army) even should their pay be twice or three times what a Native born technician doing the same work gets Finally, the Gevelopment of Puppet military governments in (formerly) French Africa and the formidable expan- Sion in French arms sales Quarantees the French army an increasing role What is more, French weapons are Manufactured under licence in Israel, South Africa, Spain 
and Argentina as well, which allows for 
indirect sales the world over Just like the communist countries practise - witness 
the sale by Bulgaria to Chile of Russian 
T-54 and T-55 tanks in January 1975 

MZ 

Land and Liberty — Anarchist Influences 
in the Mexican Revolution: Ricardo 
Flores Magon, Dave Poole, Cienfuegos 
Press, £2.50 

The vicissitudes of the Mexican anar- 
chist Ricardo Flores Nagoon are widely 
Known through a series of Mexican Mas- 
ter's theses, American Ph.D. dissertat- 
tions, and several monographs published 
in Spanish or in English from the two sides 
of the Rio Grande. Strangely enough, how- 

ever, no writings of Magon himself were available until recently in either of these languages. Dave Poole is filling the gap, at least Partly, with this first volume of weil 

Patience of a Cathusian monk if One takes into account thé fact that all major sources are located in the USA and Mexico and the editor himself resides in the United King- dom, thus having to rely on interlibrary loans and Photocopies. Added to this is the difficulty of having to read Spanish 
with a dictionary 

Although Magon wrote most of his Political and literary works during his exile 
years in the USA, these writings were Scattered throughout hundreds of articles, letters, and documents, never collected in volumes in the USA and only once partially 
Published in Mexico, immediately after his death, more than half a century ago. The feasons for this omission are complex and 
can be interpreted in various ways, all converging towards a conspiracy of si- lence due to partisan motives. It remains a fact, notwithstanding, that Magon spent 
the last eighteen years of his life in the 
USA, for the most Part in prison, where he 
eventually died under very strange circum- 
Stances. Librado Rivera, a Prisonmate 
Magon's brother Enrique, and several 
Others did not hesitate in denouncing his 
premature death as a murder. This was 
occurring at the time of the “Palmer raids” 
at a moment of American history when 
radical were ly suppres- 
sed. The Sacco and Vanzetti case which 
exploded also at that time eclipsed the 
Scandal of Magon’s death; then depres- 
sion came, and finally the second World 
War, and the Magon case was forgotten 
Nowadays, the Chicano has brought a 
revival of interest (after all, Magon had 
Indian origins and since the beginning of 
the century fought against anti-Mexican 
facism in the USA) for the glorious Pages 
of struggle delivered by their predecessors 
at the beginning of the century. Not only 
do they recognize in him Onewof their | 
Precursors but they are beginning to 
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identify themselves with his ideals 

This volume is an excellent introduc- 

tion to the life and works of Magon. An 

“Historical Outline of the Mexican Revo- 

lution,” by B.Cano Ruiz shows the reader 

the economical, political, ideological, and 

social factors which led to the formations 

of a broad opposition front against Diaz 
and subsequently to the final upheava 
until the progressive degeneration of the 

revolutionary process 

The central corpus of the book is 

composed of articles by Magon and other 

known militants belonging to the Mexican 
Liberal Party in exile in the United States, a 
facade for that avante-garde group which 
prepared and generated the Revolution 

These are Antonio de P. Araujo, Librado 
Rivera, Anselmo R. Figueroa, orate 

wen the British mili- 

Le IvileuGvOtentiar some! editor from the Spanish language Seer a 

of the English page of regeneracion, the Anarchist Encyclopedia, and aa i A 

newspaper that Magon and comrades were elaborated an exhaustive SNbeiaonees 

publishing in Los Angeles. Those writings as m real role of Magon i 

ity of an agrarian Revolution 

aeieucn! eeauingre a SBlen hich An abundant iconography is present 

even nowadays is crucial for Mexico's and the cover is illustrated by the famous 

peasants. Italian painter Flavio Costantini 
The prophetic views of Magon and his Dave Poole’s anthology is presented 

comrades are even more evident in the as the first modest tribute to the great 
manifestos of April 8, and September 23, Mexican revolutionist, which will be fol- 

1911, claiming the absolute necessity of lowed by others. We can only agree with 

adding more dimensions to the political him when he says, “It would, in fact, take 

revolution that had overthrown Diaz. The at least half a dozen large volumes to cover 

anarcho-liberal had an acute sense of 
realities and knew that political freedom 
and formal democracy would mean noth- 

‘ing to poor peasants. What these needed 
was land, besides freedom. Land and the |.3 

means to cultivate it. A wide and deep (4 

social and economic revolution was-called OG 

for. The Mexican Liberal Party had given 
the example initiating these needed di- 

mensions of a revolution in Lower Califor- 
nia where a socialistic republic was in- 

Stalled for a brief time. 
inflamed! manifesto dated 

  

  

  

  

      
     

  

   

    

  

Another 
March 16, 1918, calls for a general ye MEN 

insurrection and international revolution lt fi — 6 eon ce 

The two militants who dared sign it and Y "CR 6 Y, 
who were not only addressing themselves \Poeg ET 4 CAI 
to Mexicans, but, this time, also to 
Americans, incurred the ire of the law 
and fell victim to the Espionage Act ending 

up once more in jail, the last time for 

Magon who will die there 
The book also reproduces part of the 

correspondence exchanged between Ma- 

gon and his attorney Harry Weinberger (the 
original and complete epistolary is now 

deposited in the Special Collections of 
Yale University Library) 

David Poole, very judiciously has 
established both a chronology and a 
bibliography (usefully annotated) and has 

enriched the volume with numerous foot- 
notes, a preface commissioned to Albert 
Meltzer, a brief portrait of Magon extracted 
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fully every aspect of the life and work of 
this ir ible fighter for land and 
liberty. 

We should congratulate Dave Poole 
for his wonderful initiative and encourage 

him to pursue it, by all means. 
Pietro Ferrua 

eS 

Citizens Armies, Jock Haswell, Peter 
Davies Ltd 

This is a profoundly superficial and 

unsatisfactory book to put it mildly. itis a 

generalised ‘history’ which does not even 
study its proclaimed subject. One example 
of Daily Telegraph style journalese: “If 

Alfred had lost against the Danes the 
whole of Britain would have toppled into 

the depths of heathen anarchy.” And of 
course ‘history’ would have been changed 
if someone had been watching the cakes 
properly. Anyway, don't waste your time, 

let alone your money on this book unless 

you get a twisted kick out of being irritated 
by half-truths and distorting over-simpli- 

fications 

  

  

    

    

         

    

                

   

                      

   

  

    
Mirando Vivir, Rafael Barrett, Tusquets 
(Barcelona) 

The life of Rafael Barrett, a great 
Spanish-speaking libertarian thinker, a 

writer who ranks along with first class 
creative minds like Max Nettlau, Rudolf 
Rocker, Gustav Landauer, Luigi Fabbri and 
Camillo Berneri, reads like a novel. Yet, 
unlike them, Barrett remains an unknown 
in his native land. In her book, Que es e/ 
Anarquismo, for instance, Federica Mont- 
seny says of him that he was an “Argen- 

tinian anarchist”. Barrett - who was in fact 
the son of an Englishman by a Spanish 
noblewoman - was a student of engineer- 
ing with an interest in art, music, 
languages and mathematics. As a highly 

educated dandy, he was a habitue of the 
drawing rooms of Madrid's “high society” 
and its literary coteries, as well as the 
gaming rooms where he gambled away his 
fortune. Shunned by the right-thinking folk 
of left and right (to the former he was a 

Poor devil whilst to the latter he was still a 
“lordling” from Bilbao) Barrett determined 
to leave Spain for South America after the 

death of his parents in 1903. 

Barrett settledin Buenos Aires 
shortly after his arrival in the Argentine. He 
renounced his profession of survey engi- 
neering, turning to journalism instead. His 
Critical gifts and belligerent approach to 
the political and social problems of Spain 
were clear right from his earliest articles in 
£l Diario Espanol. The fact that he was a 
“foreigner” was overlooked. He states 
whatever he has to say in forthright 
manner, with a great deal of sincerity and 
daring. An implacable critic of life in 
Buenos Aires, he came under the scrutiny 

of the “Argentinian Terror” (as he titled one of his articles). He received his first 
“reprimand”. Barrett went on with his writing, unintimidated. He Published Bue- nos Aires, a drama about a day in that 
great city “Barefoot, half-naked, with frail bodies and the lessons of life etched on 
their serious faces, urchins face about 
breathless loaded down with prensas 
(newspapers), like weak beasts of burden, distributing throughout the city the egois- 
tical, hypocritical words of democracy and 
Progress, peppered with Obituary notices. 
Aged horny-handed workmen pass by, 
tools slung across their backs. These are 
Strong, vicious males, inured to rough 
weather and the feel of the lash Their eyes 
bespeak a lingering, sardonic hatred which 
never leaves them. The slow climbing 
morning sun uncovers squalid, sordid 
things slumbering on the doorsteps, a- 
gainst the very hinges of the doorways. 
Beggars frighten rats, rooting about in the 
mountains of refuse. From out of the 
abyss surges a tagged populace, idling 
and gnawing away under the mansions 
nestling side by side in their majesty, 
Gigantic, mute, locked up from roof to 
cellars, unassailable, inaccessible.” (pp. 

41-2). Not only was Barrett dismissed from 
the newspaper for this article, he was 
deported from Argentina as well. 

In precarious circumstances, he 

Los Sucesos. Along with the Argentinian 
poet Bertotto, he also founded the maga- 
zine Germinal. Just as had been the case 
in Argentina, the tone of his articles was 
ironical, outspoken, optimistic and bitter. 
He wrote about the exploitation with which 
the Paraguayan yerba mate workers were 
saddled. About revolution, strikes and 
Political repression. Of imperial wars 
against China, the Philippines, Cuba etc. 
He denounced the massacre of the worker 
rebels in Rio Blanco on the instigation of 
the Mexican government, plus the kow- 
towing of the Diaz regime to foreign 
investors. He poured scorn on the “super- 
men” of high finance and acertain class of 
intellectual. He was pitiless in his criti- 

cism of the state and the bureaucracy. He 
wrote stories and dramatic works, and 
book reviews.-He strove to encourage the 
workers of Asuncion to organise, through 
educational lectures. And he did this, not 
in order to lord it over them himself, but so 
that they might be able to do their own 
fighting and protesting for what was 
denied them. Inevitably, Barrett was arres- 
ted at the beginning of 1908 and clapped in 

Prison. He fought on from his prison cell, 

with exemplary belligerence and daring, 
denouncing the entrepreneurs and the 

authorities through his articles. He con- 
tracted tuberculosis. 

His release was secured after he 
travelled to Paraguay and found employ- had spent several months in detention, but ment with the railway company in Asun- it was conditional upon his leaving the 
cion. He met and married Francisca Lopez country immediately. He left for Brazil. 
Maiz. They had a son. He gave up his job Later, he moved to Montevideo. Barrett's 
with Paraguayan Railways, not because iliness was getting worse and he was 
his work was unsatisfactory to his employ- obliged to move to San Bernardino in the 
ers, but because, having learned of the province of Corrientes. A large readership 
unfair dismissal of a worker whom he did avidly followed his articles in La Razon. 
not even know, he took the view that he Among these was Jose Enrique Rodo who 
could not go on working for a firm which wrote Barrett this enthusiastic letter: “You 
so mistreated and humiliated its person- have raised feature writing to new heights 
nel. Barrett was moved to act thus, not as while retaining its elegance and its simpli- 
has been suggested, by mere impulse, but city. You have dignified it with your 
by deep seated libertarian convictions. thought, sensitivity and Style. There are 
Returning home, he casually said to feature writers with a Europe-wide reputa- 

Panchita (Francisca): “You know, darling, tion who, writing outside the boulevards 

1 was not made to be dependent upon would not have anything of interest to 

others. What do you say | take up writing relate to anyone. Writers who are incap- 

and we live on whatever | can make out of able of adding an iota to the news item 
it?” (p.28) Barrett realised one of his they relate and comment upon, even whey 

ambitions: to obey only his own wishes they are writing from the boulevards. You 
and issue orders only to himself. As tothe do your writing for the Montevideo public 
possibility of others espousing the same from a small town in the tropics, giving 
ambition and making it a reality, Barrett your personal interpretation of the dying 
was something of a sceptic in that echoes of what is going on in the world, 

connection. He was very well aware that always coming up with things deserving of 

for centuries past the bulk of human interest from all over the place, because 

beings have been afraid to shrug off the they have had a excellence conferred upon 

yoke of the master and to be free, because them by virtue of your personality.” (Obras 
“our souls still bear the burning brand of Completas, p. 14) 

slavery - fear.” (Obras Completas de Rafael As Barrett's health continued to 
Barrett, Editorial mericalee, Buenos Aires, decline, he decided, on the prompting of 

1943, p.619) some Uruguayan friends, to make a trip to 
: While in Asuncion, Barrett con- Europe so as to consult an eminent French 

tributed pieces to the papers La Razon and physician whom Barrett had known in his 
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days as a student. He arrived in Paris in 
September 1910. From there, he posted off 
his articles to La Razon (Montevideo) and 
the magazine Cares y Caretas (in Buenos 

Aires). As the consumption progressed 

through his already weakened lungs, Bar- 

rett’s contempt for power and for politics 

grew. “It is the time of the assassins and 

‘i’ mistake. Politics is a gangster bust- 
ness.” (Henry Miller, The Time of the 
Assassins). 1n December of 1910, shortly 
before he died, Barrett concluded one of 
his articles with this thought: “What is to 

be done? Educate ourselves and others. It 
all boils down to free examination. May 

= Our children make a study of the law and 
hold it in contempt!” 

Barrett's articles written between 
1904 and.1910 speak’to us of a man and of 
a world which are with us yet: This is 

what makes his work relevant and deser- 
ving of our attention 

Salvador Hernandez 
[trans. by Pau! Sharkey]     Pe fae 

QT 

  
Class struggle 

If you're thinking of entertaining yourself 

at home with a copy of Class Struggle you 

can forget it. It will bore you for two 

reasons: on the level of a board game it is 
governed solely by chance and leaves 

nothing to skill or experience, making it 
little more than a variation of Ludo. On a 
political level it is so full of centralist, 

Leninist dogma, mixed with that ideolo- 
gy’s attendant didacticism with reference 
to drugs, theft, etc. that anarchists will 
find it difficult to stomach 

The game is for between 2-6 players 

  

each of whom represents one of the 
“major’ classes or one of.the. “minor” 

classes. The two “major” classes are 

capitalists and workers and they are the 
only possible winners of the game. The 
other four “minor” classes are - students, 
professionals, small bUsinessmen, and 
small farmers. None of these can “win" - 
they can only be on the winning side by 
making alliances with one of the major 

classes 
To win, a major class must arrive at, 

by means of dice-throwing, the finat 
square of the -board which is described as 

“Revolution - the ultimate confrontation”. 
The major classes, together with their, 
allies then add their “assests” and “debits” 
earned during the game, and the class with 
the most “assets” wins. 

Class Struggle is obviously an at- 
tempt to make politics enjoyable. It aims 

to do this by combining political instruc- 

tion with the fun of playing a board game. 

Apart from the dice, the progress of the 
counters representing each class depends 

on “chance” cards and the messages 

contained in each square on the board. 

These cards and messages are the means 

of “political instruction". Among them 
there are some which are mildly interest- 
ing: “Farmers are fooled into blaming 
consumers (instead of the profits of 

Capitalist middlemen) for the low prices 
they get for their crops - worth 2 assets for 

Capitalists"; and some are fairly amusing, 

But most are politically dubious. For 
example workers are awarded two assets 

for “increasing concentration of industry” 
and three assets for the foundation of “a 
working class political party” and, to press 
the point about the need for a vanguard, 

the workers cannot win the game unless 

they form a political party 

However, the trite moralizing contain- 
ed in the “chance” cards and in the 
messages on the board are the hardest to 
overlook. Here are some examples: 

“Rise in street crime - workers 1 debit"(!) 
“Pornography sales go up - workers 1 
debit." 

“State i 9g 9-C I 2 
assets.” 

“Pot is the religion of the younger set - 
workers 1 debit.” 
“Stealing is no answer to the Problem of 
Poverty - move back one Space (workers),”” 

This smacks of socialist Puritanism 
which likes to portray workers as hardwor- 
King, honest, upright, morally superior to 
the decadent, pleasure-seeking bourgeol- 
sie. Those who find this parody of the 
worker objectionable will Probably feel the Same way about Class Struggle. 

its enjoyable. 

Ronan Bennet 
Brixton Prison 
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Nuffield House 

41 Picadilly 

LONDON W.1. k 
A Message from the Chairman, 

TO ALL EMPLOYEES. ae e 
As 1980 draws to a close, we find it necessary to inform you that the business system in general and our company in particular have lost a vital spark, False optimism can no longer be sustained as the situation becomes increasingly visible and painful to all concerned. Having assessed the many problems confronting us, we feel that declining worker morale is the major factor in our bleak outlook. And if you are honest, you must admit that often you have taken advantage of the corporation to pursue selfish ends. 

We purchase from you over half your waking hours, and expect you to relinquish that time to us. Instead we find you continually reclaiming that time for yourselves. You weren’t happy with the eight hour day, and now you take — company average — two hours for lunch and tea breaks, use an average of eight days sick leave each year for your personal holidays, 47% of actual in-office time On personal phone calls, personal letters, errands and P chit-chat. 

We have created generous security plans (retirement, insurance, health plan, cost of living rises, etc.), but you demand even more. We are continually victimised by petty theft (postage, office supplies, equipment, spare parts, tools, and petty cash) and employees with access to greater funds have repeatedly attempted embezzlement. 

In spite of our attempts to imbue a sense of corporate community and create a dedication that could keep this company great, you continue to rebuff our efforts towards this end. Only 11% of employees attend after-work 
functions, 87% have ill-feelings towards their supervisors. Apathy and tension pervades the work atmosphere. We 
find important letters in the dustbin, documents and plans are flushed down lavatories, forms are unfiled, and 
work quotas unfilled. When we regretfully have to give a worker a two week dismissal notice we frequently find 
his/her workplace vandalised, or we are threatened with a walkout. 

These are not local problems. Each fact cited finds its counterparts in nearly all modern corporations. We are 
not alone with our problems. 

WE HAVE DONE EVERYTHING in our power to improve your lot as employees of the company, but to no ayail. 
We have tried in many ways to demonstrate our concern for both your professional and private lives, since without 
your continued support capitalism is unworkable. But your petty self-concerns have begun to erode the very basis 
of your conditions as workers. 

WE HAVE DONE OUR BEST to facilitate the methods by which we exploit you. Through the introduction of more 
humanitarian programmes like comp-time, flexi-time, and worker participation at board level, we haye made a 
genuine effort to reduce your psychic tension and ensure the continuation of the status quo. But have you shown 
the least interest? 

WE HAVE USED YOUR TIME for our ends, and you have daily refused to co-operate. This is why the system is 
failing. We have done our best to convince you that co-operation is important, but you haven’t listened. Now it is 

too late; we can delude ourselves no longer. The system is failing because you have refused to sacrifice yourselves. 
Come to work or don’t come to work. Either way, it’s too late. 

Sir Michael Edwardes 

Je oof 
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Dear Comrades, 

I think you will be interested in whatat least 
one American Anarchist has to say... He 
tells me he is finding more and more sympathet- 
icears. I gave him the Cienfuegos Reviews to 
read and for the first time he realised that 
anarchism was an international movement. 

Your Autumn 1977 issue was marvellous. 
word of it and learned a great 

One marked difference between Lenin- 
and it is the difference 

between life and death — is the ability of 
Anarchists to poke fun at themselves. Asa 
former Leninist, 1 am most appreciative. 
Did you know that one could be expelled 

from the Communist Party for making a joke 

at the expense of the Party? 

My best wishes, 

Tread ever, 

deal. 
ists and Anarchists 

  

  

William Herrick 

 _ 

Dear Comrades 
Sorry not to have written sooner upon 

receiving issue 4 of the Review. It is such 
an Impressive issue that | found it difficult 
to figure out what to say! All | had was 

Praise - apparently it's easier in writing to 

make criticisms than it is to offer praise. 
Perhaps the greatest general value of 

the Cienfuegos Press Anarchist Review as 
its been developing is that it should Clearly 

show to all who read it that anarchism is 
hot some lost cause or hopeless idealism 
but that, in its various forms and expres- 
sions, it is a movement with a rich and 
continuing history. One should not have to 

be an anarchist to be attracted to the 
Review and to what it has to offer 
Likewise, any comrade should appreciate 

only for the specific contents 
its agitational significance but for the 
sense of solidarity and revolutionary con 
tinuity which it provides 

More cifically, and briefly, in re- 
gard to CPAR-4. The format and cover are 
atractive indeed, and | always find Costan- 
tini’s work impressive. The graphics in 
general | think are excellent. The inclusion 
of a large number of book reviews | think is 
good. Original articles are highly to be 

    

    

    

mmended, and I'm not Saying this in 
criticism of reprints for these too are 
desirable. I'm Particularly glad to see 
communications from 

and Joe in the Review, as their thoughts 
are important, | fee, and they seem largely 
to be ignored elsewhere. | was glad to see 
the article on anarchist goals, the one on 
Strategy and the one on right-wing liberta- 
anism, among others. | would agree to larger type and fewer Pages, as mentioned 
On page one. This might help to increase 
circulation of the Review and help toward 
its more frequent appearance. 

Bill, Emily, Russ 

Salud 
Joe Shaver 

  

Dear Comrades 
The fourth Issue is a stupendous 

achievement for each one who has actively 
contributed to it. “Towards an anarchist 
Manifesto; Anarchist Strategy, Civil and 
military; Expropriation” - are as a whole 
most timely - considering the imminent 
bankruptcy of capitalism's technological 
threat which has poisoned the air and 
foods that mankind Is forced to eat - under 
the protection of the State - that is 
everywhere unleashing every conceivable 
deadly militarism, torture and imprison- 
ment of dissidents - with the latest victims 
being the people of Iran that United States 
imperialism had and is openly engaged in 
supporting 

There is a wealth of material that is, 
likewise, timely and of equal Importance, 
with the most impressive one being the 
exposure of the German Government's 
outright murdering of the four revolution- 
ists at Stammheim, and bringing to light of 
the same Government's brutal attack upon 
a thousand brave mourners at the funeral 
in Stuttgart, and that of Pastor Helmut 
Ensslin, the father of the murdered Gudrun 
Ensslin who had the Courage to expose the 
misdeeds of the Government, and is now 
being persecuted for doing so. His act 
reminds one of Peter Kropotkin's throwing 
away his ‘princely’ robes upon witnessing 
the Tsarist mistreatments of peasants. 

Most encouraging is to note the 
increased supporters of the Anarchist 
Review, who one hopes, will endeavor to 
increase their material support thereby 
assuring Its well deserved continued exis- 
tence 

Marcus Graham 
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LETTERS 
Dear friends 

Many many thanks for Review no. 
Four: it made the sun shine on these cold 
winter days. May | comment? 

The letter from “BB” about the lack of 
retail outlets for anarchist propaganda 
neatly echoes my own experience. My 
views have been strongly left-wing since j 
was about 14 but | had never found any 
“ideology” that coincided with my political 
thinking until last year when | picked up a 
copy of Black Flag in a Brighton book- 
shop. As | am now 31, it has taken me 
about seventeen years to find you all. one 
might argue that if | had been more 
politically active in that time i would, by 
the law of averages, have stumbled on 

' some anarchist text, but when one is 
disillusioned with various aspects of even 
the most attractive political parties one 
doesn't wade on and on through every 
Pelican ever produced in the hopes of 
ultimately finding something. 

Although | never joined the Commu- 
nist Party, for instance (because | could 
never wholly commit myself to them), they 
had my armchair support because they 
came closest to my thinking. If | had 
known there was an alternative | would 
certainly have taken a positive political 
attitude and joined then. 

Which leads me to what regard as the 
most fundamental point of your manifesto 
which is missing: publicising it. How 
many ordinary people would find their 
views were those of we anarchists, and 
lend support, If we publicised ourselves 
like political parties. | am well aware of the 
tisk of diluting the basic core of anarchist 
thought by preparing a manifesto with 
which people can play: some will accept it 
and others disassociate themselves from It 
and “fractionalise”. You could Say we are 
all only united as anarchists so long as we 
don't specify what we mean by the term. 

|, too, sometimes shrink from using 
the work “anarchy” when trying to win 
converts and although | agree the name 
shouldn't be changed, | wonder if the term 
“anarchist” carries less vision of black 
consuming chaos. This is a trivial point 
but do you think we sound more respecta- 
ble toa wider frightened audience If we try 
and avoid using the word “anarchy” simply 
by constructing our sentences differently? 
Call ourselves “anarchists”, certainly, and 
from a marketing point of view, splash the 
A logo onto €verything, but avoid scaring 
potential sympathisers initially with “an- 
archy”. 

It's a pity we don't have money like the Tories to employ a top London advertising 
agency to sell ourselves! However, could- 
n't we all work on a “manifesto” (| don't 
like that word either) with which everyone 
agrees and have this attractively presented 
4nd printed and get it into the hands of as 
Many potential converts as possible? At the moment what can we offer between 

  
  

two covers that sets down the real meaning of'anarchy to a stranger who is disillusioned with all politics and suspici- Ous of everything he or she is offered, 
irrespective of origin? This is why I'm pleased to see you taking a tentative step in Preparing a manifesto but, as you must realise, It must reach as wide an audience 4s possible in its later Stages or you've Wasted your time. The pen Is as mighty as 
the sword! 

The manifesto seems fine to me though I'm sure better brains than mine will provide Proper constructive comm- 
ents. | completely agree with your Fore- 
word and find that most of this letter is 
lettle more than a Paraphrasing of it. The 
whole project is extremely exciting be- 
Cause much of anarchist writing I've come 
across seems slightly romantic and fairly 
irrelevant to my humdrum daily life - which 
is not to say that I don't have the greatest 
fespect for those who risk (and give) their 
lives fighting for a genuinely free world. 

Finally, | would hope there can be a 
Proper unity under one ANARCHIST ban- 
ner and none of the ridiculous fragmenting 
that seems to occur in all left-wing ideolo- 
gies and whose use of, in many cases, 
portmanteau titles provides the right-wing 
with such amusement. 

''m sorry my comments are naive, 
trivial and hair-splitting but | felt compel- 
led to say something and an too stupid to 
come to grips with the real meat. Hope you 
don't mind. You have my total support. 

Incidentally, my copy of the Review is 
quite clean and and although Ive 
only had time to dip into it it's marvellous. 
! skip from one article to another, too 
excited to settle down and read something 
through completely! 

The only skills | could offer are those 
connected with publishing (which you 
probably don't need anyway), and photo- 
graphy. You're also welcome to proof 
reading: | do a great deal of that and know 
how boring and time-consuming it can be. 

Finally, please renew my subscription 
and put the residue of the cheque where 
you wish - I'm sorry | can't afford more at 
present. 

Love and Best Wishes to you all 
Colin Graham 

        

   

  

   

    

       

  

          

US Libertarians as anarchists 

Paul wison's article on “Monetarism 
and the ‘New Liberation’ and Anarchism” 
was informative and rightfully pointed out 
that Milton Friedman should not be classi- 
fied as a libertarian. However, | must fault 
the article for only briefly mentioning 
Murray Rothbard, one of the leaders of the 
libertarian movement in the United States. 
As one of the leaders of the libertarian 
movement and one of the leading econo- 
mists of the Austrian school in the ULS., 
Rothbard deserves the attention of Euro- 
pean anarchists. 

The Rothbardian ideology rests on 
two axioms: that of Self-ownership and 
that of homesteading. By the self-owner- 
ship axiom each person has the right to 
own his or her own mind and body; that is, 
to control that mind and body free of 
coercive interference. People live on this 
earth and must transform natural resour- 
ces into objects fit for their consumption. 
To reap the results of his or her labor, a 
person must be able to control the 
Products of their labor. Thus, by the 
homesteading axiom every person is the 
rightful owner of those Previously un- 
Owned and unused natural resources, 
which he or she has been the first to claim 
and transform. 

Although these axioms result in a 
regime of private property, they do not 
necessitate or introduce the concept of a 

ive g Re sees two 
critical distinctions betweem the State and 
all other institutions in society. First, 
every other person or group receives its 

income by voluntary payment. Only the 
State obtains its income by coercion - by 
the direct threat of confiscation or impris- 
onment if payment is not forthcoming. 
This coerced levy Is taxation. Taxation is 
contrary to the basic principles of libertar- 
ianism because it involves aggression 
against non-aggressive citizens (who re 
fuse to pay their taxes). It makes not the 
slightest difference that the government 
offers goods and services in return fortheir _ 
tax money. Taxation is never a voluntary 
trade. 

The second distinction is that all 
States presume to establish a compulsory 
monopoly of defense services (police, law, 
and courts) over a given geographical area. 
This means that individuals who reside in 
the area and property owners who prefer to 
subscribe to another defense agency com- 
pete with the State; nor may pacifists ‘opt’ 
out. Thus, however limited governments 
may claim to be, they inevitably commit 
these two fundamental crimes against the 
liberty and property of their citizens: 

taxation and monopolization of defense — 
services. 

Anarchists in Europe are not generally 
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prone to recognize the legitimacy of 
private property. They probably equate 

s 2 Capitalism as the inevitable outcome 

of laissez-faire. However, in Rothbard's 
case | suggest they reevaluate their stand- 
ard prejudices; for Rothbard's anarcho- 
apitalism is private property without the 

State hists should under- 
ertarians are advocates of 

voluntary social arrangements. If men 

want to pool their property in a syndicate 
or collective they should be able to do so. 

f men wish to love communally and 

communistically, they should be able to 

do so, at their own expel If they wish to 

retain individual control their proper- 

t e sing against no 
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> aggression against non-aggres- 

sors is the watchword of libertarians and is 
the outcome of Rothbard’s axioms. 

Carl Watner 
7250 Washington Boulevard 

Baltimore, Maryland 21227 
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Partisans of Freedom Revisited 

Bill Nowlin’s review of William O. 
Teichert's Partisans of Freedom in Number 
4 of the Anarchist Review should not go 

unanswered. While there are things in 

Nowlin’s article that | can agree with, 1 find 

the basic thrust of his review disappoin- 
ting 

As Nowlin notes, there are typogra- 

Phical errors in the book - more than there 
Should be. But that was something beyond 
the author's control. The book, as Nowlin 

Says, is high priced. Unfortunately most 

books today are. With these two critiques 

Can agree. Beyond that, for the most part, 

Nowlin and f QO Our Sparate ways 

Partisans of Freedom is a fascinating 

history of American anarchists. It is a 
genuinely useful and Stimulating story of 

the men and women who devoted their 
lives to promoting human freedom. It is a 
balanced book that incorporates a wide 
and healthy spectrum of America’s anar- 
chist heritage. Reichert’s refusal to ex- 
communicate various individuals from the 
libertarian tradition simply because they 
don't conform 100 percent to a particular 
Party line is refreshing. In doing so he 
Captures the variety, depth and Strength of 
the American anarchist tradition 

Reichert has done a craftsman's job 
both in searching out information on the 
people about whom he writes and in the 
actual telling of his story. Partisans of 
Freedom is an excellent introduction to 

anarchism 

“No book can do everything. Reichert’s 
book is no exception. But within the limits 
the authorsets on it, Reichert does his job 

  

   
    

  

Superbly. | find the book a vast storehouse 

of information. The treatment Reichert 
Gives to each of the anarchist figures he 
writes about necessarily had to be limited 

After all, the book is not an encyclopedia 

But it is a beginning point for more 

detailed study into the lives of American 

anarchists. | have found the book extreme- 
ly useful as a resource tool. There aren't 
many books of anarchist history that can 
compare to it. 

Partisans of Freedom is a useful 
addition to anyone's library. I'm grateful 
Reichert wrote it and | recommend it 
heartily 

Sincerely 
Michael E. Caughlin 

Editor/ the dandelion 
—_— 

Dear Comrades 

My hearty congratulations on 
CPAR. We need this publication. Even if 
the size of they type does drive us bling 

In issue #2, you've got the wrong 
photograph on page 30. Those are not 
people storming th   

La Montana barracks 
The people in the Purposely blurry picture 
are in the gard on the side of the 
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ab Palacio de Oriente (royal palace). Most of 
them are climbing the stairs towards the 
street above the gardens -- there might 

have been a demonstration in the Plaza de 
Oriente (the square'in front of the palace) -- 

and the fellow at the top is either standing 
calmly or sauntering down into the Qgar- 

dens y 

Federico Garcia Lorca was indeed 
a friend- of Luis Rosales, probably to a 

degree of sexual intimacy. It-should be 
easy to ascertain. ‘ 

What surprises mejJs that nothing 

ever seems.to have been published about 
whederico’s close friendship with no fess 
“than Jose Antonio Primo de Rivera. Had 
they not both"been murdered when they 
were, Federico would doubtlessly have 
become fhe poet of the Flange. And he'd 

have written glorious verses about those 

beautiful kids in blue uniforms 
AS an extension, it should be 

worth printing something on the sexual 

llason.among the following 

--Jose Antonio 

--Eugenio Montes (one of the co-founders 
of the Falange; a highly cultured Galician 
language poet, head of a Spanish cultural 
institution in Rome for many years) 

Rafael Alberti (the Communist poet, long 

exiled in Italy and recently returned to 

Spain to campaign for his party) 

~-Jaime de Foxa (Count of Foxa, deceased, 
diplomat under Franco, great wit and 

outstanding writer) 

--Others in their crowd, before the civil 
war 

Of course, this would bring on 

one hell of a libel suit 

Despite the hideous economic 
problems, you are doing beautifully with 

CPAR. Keep up the good work. Let's hope 

before long many more of us can pitch in 

and help. 

Cordially, 
F. Pelaez 

Bilbao 
   

A 
c
e
e
 

WIN A HOLIDAY IN THE BULGARIAN 
(GULAG) ARCHIPELAGO ! 

x ALL YOU HAVE TO Do js CORRECTLY 
OF THE POLICEMEN WHO ARE BEING vi 

  

IDENTIFY THE NATIONALITY 
CIOUSLY ASSAULTED IN THE 

The policemen 

in the picture 

are from: 

Israel Oo 

Japan Oo 

Britain O 

USA Oo 

W.Germany [|] 

Sweden | 

N3G3MS — 43MSNV 

ALSO COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCE IN NOT MORE THAN 

37 WORDS. | think British policemen are the finest in the 

world” \because 2 22 2) 224 Ss See ea 
  

You could win a seven year 
holiday in a luxury hotel 
like this one 

We guarantee that you will 
never be the same person 
again. 

Entries should be sent to 
our London co-ordinator, 

Sir Leonard Hooper 
(Dept. D15), 
Century House, 
London. 

l 

PICTURE BELOW. 
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The people who run Tescos must be Buddhists. 
Yar goinand things are exactly as they shoudl be : 

pth Patel aaron (PATH and. Y Lay wit Maer go iysh ; . (isto polystyrene 
0 10) ,Slobbering to use/| nleab-Ly " | Dedede monsosium gitoose ete tbl coffins Six chens Periods, merely poulticed out of faxtherlss cripples: 

A red cabbage that has the blanched air of the sever had OF ho Bat | : : 7 : Albmo bread hes on formuca slabs in a ob sist tinge ; , See Ourescent winding shocts | Like shes lard spraye, swith Phenol: Coe fl “Texos champagne hs the bouguet-of a battery pig's fart. “Tesies Chickens are injected with hormones at- the abattoir In order togive their death that distinctively sweet and sickly tHe. Couutertsed lumps of Plaster of Faris are mereiincusly dieguised 
potatoes With the aidof appositely placa scraps of eartte from some Goh arte 

Beauty Farlour, There are Ftin-Fecks of chemical bonge Hat yrould impoverish : ie Fee at Porton Doumis 
| none lp- . 

The distamang effect of plastrcariad neon - Has aready teen sufficiently documented, a But never before has it been exploited with such piows and evangelising 
OHON . 

Steurtcor ficor-walkors paceupanddcun the linoleum eA (Incase you shoud get transporte tyany of thesalutary inventions on 
displ And need religious guidance . ie 

The clerks at the Point of Sale terminals are trained for thie weeks 
To receive any prospective purchaser with blow)-carWe disgust. 

Testo have Temples everywhele. i ey Assiduously teaching the Assassination of Desive . ' Their motivesare admirable andaquite ungretenPious. checkout the Thelamas of Tesass wish to wlonise all presitle permudations of the quality and ie Re last fo ansame 
Morder 3 ralue i Bee, gona lath at 

WIR Q Aa kip UA, 5 

eee So expe unppdlar 
Tetomovement rinderstan onl 

That theyare Vattedand ietiartuor at tints, Roaute 
tal he heabences hg tobe idly a certawn oe ee 
we L Constante Me comprehending Ingursh Fon the Maca has ape ‘ducers odertonect grap. 
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Don’t gamble on finding 
your ideal deity! 

Godline is trusted by millions to find that special deity. Free computer test to introduce you to your own special god, guru, Prophet and messiah. 

Some people come across their god by accident, some search all their lives and find nothing, some have their gods thrust upon them. Don’t leave this important decision to chance! We have the information in our computer to match you to the deity who interests and attracts you the most. 
When you complete the personality profile below, our computer will sort through tens of thousands of gods, Saviours, gurus, prophets and messiahs to find the one who best matches your requirements. You will receive FREE and without obligation, a computer print-out giving your deity’s details, a list of powers, laws and aims of your chosen sect. 
Remember this is a test. If you decide to join the ranks of Godline you will complete alonger and more detailed questionnaire that will allow us to select a deity for you with even greater accuracy - and all eternity in Paradise if you make the right choice!* (*Or, if you prefer, a fortnight in Orkney) 

1. Tick the photo that most appeals 5. Should deity be Approachable/ to you 
Aloof/Compliant/Omnipotent/Limi-   

ted in Power/Powerless/Sentient 
(thinking)/ Mechanical (cause and ef- 
fect)/Bestial (totally unreasonable)/ e | Jealous/Paid hourly 

6. What should be the attitude of 
your deity to humanity?: Parent/ 

2. Is the deity you want: Mascu- 
line/ Feminine/ Bisexual/Paternalis- 
tic (restricting of choice)/Pantheon- 
ist (Good fun, esp. Saturnalia, etc.)/ 
Specialist (only for the ‘elect')/ [   
Black/White/Green/In between 
  

Guide/Friend/Enemy/Cadre leader/ Be: | Couldn't give a fuck 

  

  
3. Does the deity you want prom- Be EE ote: Good/Evil/Sit on the fence? 

4. Will your deity require: Full ritual 
with. sacrifice; without sacrifice. 

Sacrifice a/human b/animal { 
c/plants dimoney. Ritual with audi- i 
ence participation: a/hymns b/dan- 
cing c/chanting d/possession by 
Spirits e/speaking in tongues f/ec- 
Static frenzy. No ritual/ accoustic 
Guitar and vicar with dog collar/No eal Service/Jobs for the boys/Walking 
on water 

7. Will deity provide: Security/Pow- 
er/ Rewards (temporal and Spiritual)/ 
Eternal life/The ability to walk on 
water and/or turn water into wine ¥ 

8. Will deity permit: Alcohol/Sex/ 
Drugs/Rock and Roll/Tobacco/oth- er deities before it/Subscribing to the Cienfuegos Press Anarchist Re- 
view! Working wives/Homosexuali- é f ty/ Heterosexuality/ Foreplay ie j re 
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9. Which principlé Will deity embo- 16. dy?: Truth is absolute and your 
grasp is relative/Truth is relative and 
your grasp of it absolute/Believe in 
the Lord and Ye Shall be Saved/Love 
one another/There’s one born every 5 
minute/Thou shalt not! £ 

Names of guru, prophet, or 
leader: Divine Holiness/Righteous 
Majesty/Son of God/Son of a bitch/ ‘“ G Master/Presider-in-Chief/ 

- M tor/ Pope/ Archbishop/ Delai 

  

  

10. Religious Maharaj Ji/Billy Gra- 
ham/lan_ Paisley/The Pope/The 
Grand Mufti/Ayatollah Khomeini/ 
Sun Myung Moon/Pastor Glass/The 
Elders of Zion 

17. Structure: Apostolic successi- 
on/ Elected elders/Synodical/Fuehr- 
erprinzip/Divine Master/Individual 
illumination! Speaking in tongues/   

Lama/ Right Worshipful Brother/Fa- Z ther Superior/Mother Superior! | 

  
Divine Reve IN / 11. Pseudo-Religious Maharishi Ma- Grades of initiation hesh Yogi (Transcendental Medita- 

  

tion)/Mary Whitehouse (Festival of 
Light)/Rosicrucians/Freemasons/ 
Theosophists. 

18. Dress of guru, prophet or lead- 
er: Business Suit/Robes/Long Hair 
and beard/ Funny Hat/Shaven Head/ 
Gargantuan finery/ Homberg/Skull 
cap and mackintosh/ White laborato- 

  

12. Pseudo-Scientific Lafayette Ron 

Hubbard (Scientology)/ George King 

(Aetherius society in touch with 

  

Jesus on Venus via UFO's)/Rex 
Outta (UFO's/Aquarian Age). 

ry coat/ Jeans and denim jacket/Fin- 

ger bells/Military uniform/other 

  13. Scientific Carl Sagan (anti every- 
thing not ‘orthodox’ materialist sci- 

ence)/Patrick Moore (anti-every- 
thing, ‘silent majority’ pundit and 
impresario) 

19. Status in Society: National 
church (a) Established (b) Unestabli- 

  

shed/ majority teligion/ minority rel- ——— 
igion/Sect/Crank sect ee       

14. Great Gurus and prophets of the 
past: Buddha/Christ/Zoroaster/ 
Moses/Imhotep/Lao Tze/Confuci- 

us/ Martin Luther/John Knox/Ignati- 
us Loyola/Karl Marx/Pope Leo XIII/ 
Appollonius of Tyana/Jacques du 
Molay/Mohanned/Michael Bakun- 
in/Aleister Crowley 

20. Include these words in title of my 
Church: Charismatic/ Evangelical/ 
Mission/Divine Light/Jesus/Anci- 
ent and Worshipful/ The True Religi- 
on/ Latter-day Saints/Revivalist/ 
Strict and Particular/First National/ 
Pentecostal/Elim/Eden/Zion/Beth- 
el/Sinai/Jerusalem/Resurrection/ 
Baptist/Rastatarian/ Other 
{e.g. The First National Bethel Bap- 
tist Rastafarian Evangelical Charis- 
matic Strict and Particular Ancient 

  

15. Scapegoats (tick): Jews/Witch- 
es/Infidels/ Ahrimanic powers/Free- 

masons /Blacks/Satan/Heresy/Sci- 

ence/Joined-up Writing/Drugs/Sex 
Anarchisis/fo elanerstoecte and and Worshipful Church of Revivalist ¥ 

Divine Light Rentecostal Resurrec- 
Clanie se aneseselurballon ee tionist Latter-day Saints and Scien- 
Other tologists.) 

21. PENALTY CLAUSE In the event of backsliding and/or causing offence to my chosen 
deity, prophet or guru, | would expect to atone in one of the following ways: Three Hail 
Mary's and 10p in the collection box/amputation of the left hand/spend eternity 
Poesing lumps in an infernal shit farm (with tea breaks) 
! enclose £250 and 3 first class Stamps for postage of my free computer test and 
brochure. 

| am genuinely interested in finding my ideal deity, guru and/or prophet. 

Name Address : 

      
col 

  
GODLIN THING TO FREE WILL 7 . 
Send CHayO EEE Dama Ding Dong, Godline, Weishaupt House, at cn Oey 
Thurso,Caithness, U.K. (Branches in Mecca, Rome, Jerusalem, Belfast an 
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THE CIENFUBGOS PRESS ANARCHIST 

REVIEW (ISSN 0 309 7285) 

An international forum for libertarian 

thought and criticism. “... the only 

political magazine worth reading 
today.” New Worlds, New York 
“... the most important in the world 

today.” D.A. de Santillan, ed 
Encyclopaedia Argentina. 

Nos. 1 & 3 0/p; No. 2, £1.00, No. 4, 
£3.50; No. 5 —ready February, 1980, 
£1.50). A CP subscription entitles 
you to all CP titles published in 
calendar year (£12.00/%30. 00). 

ZAPATA OF MEXICO, Peter E. Newell 
(0 9045 64 24x) £2.95 p/®, illus. 
Emiliano Zapata, bom one hundred 
years ago and murdered just sixty 
"years ago, has been described as a 
bandit: - the greatest outlaw known to 
the Western Hemisphere, as well as 
the purest embodiment of the Mexican 
Revolution. This book attempts to 
describe what Emiliano Zapata aimed 
to achieve -- and just how much he 
and his comrades actually did achieve 
in Southern Mexico between 1910 
and 1920. It also contains an account 
of the common lands, ‘los ejidos,” 
of that country. 

THE RUSSIAN TRAGEDY, 
Alexander Berkman (0 904564 118) 
£2.00 p/b £5.00 h/b 
As Chairman and Manager of the 
Museum of the Revolution, the 
author travelled widely throughout 
Russia where he acquired the back- 
ground material for this analysis of 
the revolution‘and its betrayal by 
the Communists. 

  

A NEW WORLD IN OUR HEARTS 
THE FACES OF SPANISH 
ANARCHISM, ed. Albert Meltzer 
(0 904564 16 5/29 3) 
P/b o/p, h/b red. to £3.00 
While anarchism is historically 

recognised as having been the main 
driving force of the Spanish labour 
movement the world’s press makes 
no mention of anarchjisin in Spain 
today. This book offers the reader a 
brief history of Spanish anarchism, 

its aims and achievements and also 
casts a critical but constructive look 
at the failures and shortcomings of 
movement with a current membership 
of over half a million Spanish workers 

MAN! AN ANTHOLOGY OF 
ANARCHIST IDEAS, ESSAYS, = 
POETRY & COMMENTARIES ~ 
ed. Marcus Graham (0 90456 01 0) 
£7.00 h/b 

Probably one the finest anthologies 
of Anarchism in English. Sections 
include ideas of Anarchism, Crime and 
Criminals, Fascism, Marxism, Spain, 
Religion, Resistance, Controversial 
Issues Among Anarchists, Art & 
Life, Literature, Poeins, Government 

Persecution of Anarchists, Anarchist 

Biographers and more, including a 
history of the Government persecution 
of the paper MAN! and its editor, 
Marcus Graham. 

LAND AND LIBERTY: ANARCHIST 
INFLUENCES IN THE MEXICAN 
REVOLUTION, Ricardo Flores Magon 
ed. Dave Poole (0 904564 16 9), 
£2.50 p/b. illus 

A succinct biography of Ricardu Flo)es 
Magon together with a collection 

of his essays, a history of Mexican 
anarchism, and a chronology of the 
Magonist movement. 
“...It contains the finest collection 
of Magon’s writings yet seen in English. 
It also presents important evidence 
in support of the argument that 
Magon’s influence within the Mexican 
left between 1910 and 1920 was far 
stronger than we have previously 
Tecognised.” John M. Hart, Hispanic 

American Historical Review. 

THE INTERNATIONAL REVOLUT- 
IONARY SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT: 
A Study of the Origins and Develop- 
ment of the Revolutionary Anarchist 
Movement in Europe, 1945-1973, 
with particular reference to The 
Angry Brigade and the First of May 
Group, ed. Albert Meltzer 
(0 90456 08 8), £1.50 p/b 
“T read this book last night and was 
wishing the whole time that my 
comrades and I had known what 
was happening with the revolutionary 
activist wing of anarchism before we 
went into action.” Russ Little (referr- 
ing to the Symbionese Liberation 
Army. San Quentin Prison, California. ) 

THE GUILLOTINE AT WORK. Vol. 
lb: The Leninist. Counter-Revolution, 
Gregory Maximoff (0 904564 23 1) 
P/b o/p, h/b red. to £6.50 
The Guillotine at Work develops the 
theme that the stalinist terror of the 
thirties, the bureaucratisation of 
Russian society. the imperialist 
escapades, throupn to today’s lack 
of human righis in Russia and other 
East European countries are not 
aberrations in the development of a 
socialist cociety, but rather a logical 
developrnent of marxist philosophy 
which finds its orientation in the 
writings and actions of Lenin; had 
Stalin as one of its chief protagonists, 
and today has a host of faceless 
bureaucrats maintaining its repressive 

Teginte With even more sophisticated 
potthe hearts and minds: 

the pete opocen It 
serves One main purpose: “To dispel ~~ 

the aura which Lenin’s disciples have, 
bestowed on him by showing that 
Lenin was primarily concemed with 
attaining power and holding on to 
it as a dictator by means of terror.” 

  

THE ANARCHISTS IN LONDON, 
1935-1955: A Personal Memoir of 
Anarchist Activity in London from the 
mid-thirties to the present day. (With 
appendices on the movement in 
Scotland and Wales), Albert Meltzer, 
(0 90456 12 6) £1.25 p/b, illus. 

THE WILHELMSHAVEN REVOLT: 
A Chapter of the Revolutionary 
Movement in the German Navy, 
1918-1919, Icarus (Ernst Schneider) 
(0 904564 04 5), 45p p/b. 

PETER KROPOTKIN: HIS 
FEDERALIST IDEAS, Camillo 
Bemeri (0 904564 07 X) .40p p/b 
  

IJ/I 
TOWARDS A CITIZENS’ MILITIA: Anarchist Alternatives to NATO& the 
Warsaw Pact. 
First of May Group, £1.25 (20 p&p) 
Tactics and Strategy of clandestine 
fesistance and organisation for libertarians. 

Coming soon 
WITHOUT A TRACE, Anon. £2.50 
Technical manual for dissidents on police 
use of science, technology and research, 

HIGH INTENSITY SUBVERSION. A 
Speculative look at Kitsonian Plans for the U.K, 
ISBN 0 904564 320 

We Distribute: 
THE FLOODGATES OF ANARCHY, Christi & Meltzer, £1.95 THE FAILURE OF THE SEXUAL REVOLUTION, George Frankl, £1.95     —___400N | 

_ hewanarchist library 
aT cece} 

CHARLOTTE WILSON ON 
ANARCHISM, 1888, Charlotte 
Wilson (Introduction by Nicolas 
Walter) (0 904564 26 6) 60p ps NAL IV = 
Three major essays on anarchism by 
one of the best known of the group 
of middle class intellectuals who 
played an important part in the 
emergence of the British anarchist 
movement in the 1880s, with an 
invaluable biographical introduction 
by Nicolas Walter. 
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«SANDAY Rev. Alexander Goodfellow 
(0 90456 1 10 X) .75p p/b. 

A WOMAN WITHOUT A COUNTRY, 
Emma Goldman, & PARABLES OF 
AUTHORITY, Multatuli, 
(0 90456 27 4), 40p. p/b, NAL IIT 
Reprint of the beautiful limited edition 
published by Joseph Ishill at the 

Oriole Press, New Jersey, USA in the 
1920s. 

A VISIT TO THE ISLAND OF 

A history of the small Orkney island: 

of Sanday, the present base of st 
Contuepaa with agro 

ign: by Christiéon the chrrent 
problems facing Orkney and Shetland. 
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WINTER/SPRING 1980 

(0 904564 28 2) 

  

anarchism and marxism. 

THE POVERTY OF STATISM: 
ANARCHISM AND SCIENTIFIC 
COMMUNISM, Nicolai Bukharin, 
Luigi Fabbri, Rudolf Rocker 

Anarchist critique of the proletarian 

state, the dictatorship of the pro- 

letariat, the organisation of pro- 

duction, etc., are among the themes 

of these essays intended to high- 

light the basic differences between 

THE STRUGGLE TO BE HUMAN: 
CRIME, CRIMINOLOGY AND 
ANARCHISM, Larry Tifft and 

Dennis Sullivan (0 904564 0/30 4) 
The first contemporary work to 
examine crime, punishment and 

social harms from an anarchist 

perspective. The work emerges 

AN ANTESTATIST, COMM: UNIST. 
MANIFESTO, Joseph Lane (with a 
biographical introduction by Nicolas Walter) (0904564 20 1),.75 p/b NAL I The most important writing of one of 
the little known founders of the 
libertarian socialist ::overnent in Britain. 
TOWARDS A FRESH REVOLUTION 
Friends of Durrut} (with an introduct- 
ion by Jaime Balius of the ROD group) 
(0 904564 21 5)..76 p/b NAL IT 
An analysis of the disaster caused by 

€-counter-revolutionary movement 

   

iggle for power in Spain Coming soon: 
8. A message of hope for the 

future in the struggle against inter. THE HAYMARKET SPEECHES, national capitalism, state socialism ed. Paul Avrich 
and fascism, 

amidst the recurring failure of 

both academic and marxist 

sociologies to provide insight into 
ways to live harmoniously. 

TITLES IN PREPARATION 

Anarchism — For and Against, 

Albert Meltzer; Facerias: Anarchist 

Extraordinary, Antonio Tellez; The 

Story of the Urban Guerrilla Resist- 

ance in Nazi Europe and Franco’s 

Spain; Red Years; Anarchist Resist- 

ance to Fascism in Italy; Class War: 

The Collected Writings of Camillo 

Berneri,ed. Mintz;Bourgeois Influences 

on Anarchism; Luigi Fabbri; Dictator- 

ship and Revolution, Fabbri, The 

Friends of Durruti, The Trotskyists 

and the Events of May 1937, Mintz 

and Pecina; Memoirs of an Internat- 

ional Terrorist, Joachim Klein; The 
End 0f Anarchism, Luigi Galleani; 

  

Revolution, Gustav Landauer; The 
Daily Life of the Worker in the 
USSR and Eastern Europe, Martin 
Zemliak; Marxism and a Free Society, 
Graham; Tiempos Libertarios — The 
Magonist Movement in Rio Blaneo, 
Cananea and Baja California, Salvador 
Hemandez; Towards a Global Liber- 
tarian Alternative, Mikel Orrantai 
“Tar”; Short Stories, Red Marut/ 
B. Traven. 

e 

The Christie File: An Enemy of the 
State Stuart Christie, will be 
published early in 1980 by Partisan 
Press in the USA, and distributed 

in the UK by Cienfeugos Press. 
The Art of Anarchy, Flavio 

Constantini, will also be re-issue 

during the course of 1980. 

BOOKS FROM 

CIENFUEGOS PRESS 

  

CIENFUEG 
ANARCHISM OVER THE WATER 
& SANDAY 
SELF-MANAGEMENT ORKNEY 

KW17 2BL 
UK 

STOCK LIST 
JANUARY 1980 

BOX 105 
MOUNT PLEASANT 
MICHIGAN 48858 

   



  

  

We do not inherit 
the world 
URLs 
ee elrs ails} 

  

   
we borrow it from our children 

    

(Iscenity is Ehis world 
of twisted hopes and. back mouthed fools who teal the scenes 

OE eveless ones whoneverditam. 
"Tithe mifi, oe grind ,and al for what? 

‘That the Winay Pp ce ve 
wailst the eee "a 

“Peiticiens veruiting sugared les “Wy 
Inarator’s flowery, passicnad words: 

te fool and himd the tei ing mass 
that, bosses peed never fear the herd. 

Aes and Thate teth have a use 
an helping the rulers to tishten the nese, 
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The next generation of 
computer operators wil] 

be the most revolutionary 
ever. 

Right now small revolutionary groups using microproces- communes) or affinity griand may consist sors are moving ahead more rapidly than ever before ‘ of eand may consist of With advancing technology, their cost has come down, 
bringing them within the financial reach of smaller and smaller 
revolutionary affinity gras. And this in turn has led to a more 

  

the primary form of the new socitorganis 
socitorganisation and scorganisation and    

  

          

    

   

easily: destabllisedtagonomy sic ‘ t : onary Hice potential now exists forthe imaginative revolutionary organcentralised apparatus, schcenrwitho By moving” into this eaiting-and secure field now you can schcenrwithout xpossible assure versa Your children of a Stimulating Rthe people 
and fregus@iety’in the years ahead r 
MBStimulating, because the variety of our tar- 

gets - t and future - is as diverse as our 
membership. No two days will be the same 

Secure, because in the Data Systems 

       

         

      

  

Division of IRSM, you have oné of the Anarchist 
world's most successful anarchist organ- society isations in this field. You will have IRSM's will record of reliability and commitment be- work, ae hind you 

Here are some of the more successful 
projects our young and not-so-young, self- 
confindent and not-so-self-confident men.<# 
and women have done in the past 12 
months: It's thirty plus government es-/ 
tablishments we've infiltrated so far. | 

Programmed the 3 Burroughs / 
7700 computers at the Hendon Na- / 
tional Police Computer Installa- 
tion to delete all memory 

banks with its records of 
30 million people and 3 
million fingerprints fol- Mh 
lowing the publication Li 

: = of this article rr 
. We are looking for more self 

                    

   

  

  

  

  

confident and ima Re-programming the Min- 

Z 
istry of Defence's IBM 370/195 at SIGINT GCHQ at coud sg attusihe imagination’ to Cheltenham which analyses and helps decode all radio, tele- Pe 4 the potential of th hone and satellite communications to and from this country to All you need § J endlessly repeat the following political statement. The Only intelligence, sound common sense pees clear message from the machine is organised sabotage and degree of commitment - we provide the re 
Anarchism will work 
A POLITICAL STATEMENT BY IBM (THE MACHINE WENT MAD AND TYPED THIS ITSELF) 

required, however, should be seen among 
revolutionaries between simple terrorism 9 e = 
without popular support, and guerrilla There $$ a big future tm 
warfare aarusarising out of the collectieari- smaller computers with collectiearising out of the collectively-flp— 

  

aries who have a 
       

    
    

  

collectively-flpopular support, and upopu— a upopular supof disabInwell organised 
—_ Se ee ee a sabitagewell organised sabotage fnqcataly Se fnqcatalyst for strucatalyst for struknmst 

struknmstruggle. Syestruggle. Scthe 
workers and cmdefence organisms self-a CIENFUEGOS BUSINESS MACHINES 

We must organise self-defecof scof such (A division of IRSM ) 
sekfod nnnnn Ayib impetus 
may come frmnewsppepers and rheationa 9 #2 an? theational, mcultural and social rseeinf it It Ss part time. But it $ in an ebfuture Anarchist society will a real revolutionary § job g gorkfuture Anarchist society will work, 
btunes which are really just clsamunicipal 
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